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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknownthat I, REUBEN ILESLIE APPLE-
BY, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Wilmington,in the county of New Castle and
State of Delaware, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Indicators; and
1 do hereby declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable othersskilled in the art to
whichitappertains to make and use thesame.
- My invention relates to indicators, and may
be used with equal advantage in selling thea-
ter-tickets, letting rooms on steamships and
in hotels, and, in fact, in connection with any-
thing that is designated by a character.

The object of my invention is to produce
an indicator (for purposes of illustration and
description, I will say) whereby a person
upon entering a theater can ascertain in an
instant what seats are not sold as well as
those that aresold,and for this purpose a dia-
gram of the seats in the theater is provided
with openings in which the word *“Sold” or the
number of the seat is exhibited, said word or
number being suitably secured upon drums
which revolve immediately in the rear of the
openings. Situate directly behind the above-
descmbed diagram isaface-board having slots

othersuitable openings, each of Whleh have
characterq to correspond with those on the
diagram hereinbefore referred to. Secured
to one side of this rearface-board, directly in
line with eachslot,are weighted bodies which
are by suitable means connected with the
drums hereinbefore referred to. A ticket or
check suitably numbered 1s placed in the slot
bearing a similar number. Upon removing
one of the tickets from the rear board the
weighted body falls by gravity, which in turn
revolves the drum and the word *“dold” is ex-
hibited in the opening on the diagram that
corresponds with the number of the ticket
withdrawn., Thus it isobviousthata person
can by simply glancing at the diagram see
what seat or seats are not sold, its exact loca-
tion, and purchase accordingly. Iurther,
personsin line waiting their “turn’ can, while
they are thus waiting, pick out the seat they
want by simplylooking at the diagram, which

is in full view, and as soon as they reach the

ticket-window they ask for the tickets bear-

|

| which he is supposed to answer.

ing the numbers of the seats which they have
thus selected, and the ticket-seller (the num-
bers of the tickets being in view) can without
delay produce thesame. Thusitwill beseen
that tickets can by this device be sold much
quicker and without the seller being annoyed
with the usual and unnecessary questions
Further, by
means of the diagram having the sold and
unsold tickets designated, a person can with
more deliberation select the chair desired;
and with these objects in view my invention
consists of the parts and combination of parts,

as will be hereinafter more fully described 6

and claimed.
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Figurelisavertical cer_ltl al section through

my 111d1<3at01 ,parts being broken away. I‘w

918 a front eleva-tion of the rear face-board, '

part being broken away. Fig. 3 is a similar
view of the diagram, showing the drums in
their different positions. Fig.4isa view simi-
lar to Fig. 1 of a modification of my device.
A represents the diagram having the open-
ings . A" are drums working on an axis A?
said axis being suitably journaled. «” and a?
are raised surfaces on the drum, upon which
are placed, respectively, the word “Sold” and
the number of the ticket. These surfaces are
illustrated in the drawings as raised; but itis
obvious that the characters may be sta,mped

in the drumsor printed upon a slin of paper,

which can be pasted around the drums. Ex-
tending from each drum is a lever A3, which
may be cast integral with or sepmate from
the drum, as found most desirable.

B 1s the rear face-board, through which are
cut slots or openings 0. Dneetly in line with
the slots O are weighted levers C, which are
pivoted at ¢ to the rear face-board B. These
levers are conecaved on their under side, as
shown in dotted lines, I'ig. 2, and have a Shoul-
der ¢*, which forms a St()p for the ticket or
check.
vers are small openings in which one end of a

link orrod C’isloosely secured, and the other
end of the link or rod is secured in a similar

manner to the levers A° which extend from
the drums A~

D is the card or check.

The operation 1s as follows: Suppose that
all of the tickets have been sold, in which
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In the outer or free end of these le-
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case the levers ¢’ are in a position similar to ]

the bottom lever C. (Shownin Ifig.1.) While

thelevers are in this position, the word “Sold”

is exhibited on the drums A. It is now de-

-sired to refill the device with tickets for the

next performance and the ticket-agent or
some other person enters the tickets or checks
in the proper slot b,in the rear face-board B,
and one corner of the ticket enters the con-
cave on the under side of the lever C, by
and as the ticket is
farther pushed in it gradually raises the lever
C until it comes into contact with the shoul-
der c?, formed on said lever.
now in a position similar to the second lever,
represented in Ifig. 1, and the drums A’ ex-
hibit the respective number of the seats.

In Fig.4 1 have shown aslight modification,
which is similar to my invention hereinbefore

deseribed, with the following exception: Im-

‘mediately to the rear of the face-board B are

secured standards 0% and sliding on these
standards are weighted bodies 0% said bodies

‘having a projection 0° provided with a suit- |
‘able aperture 1n which is loosely secured one |.
“end of the link C’.

This body b* is concaved
on its under sidelike the levers C and for the

same purpose, all of which has been herein-

before described. b°® are rods which run en-
tirely across the rear face-board and directly
under the bodies 4% and 67 are rods connected
with the rods 0% and extend to the top of the de-

vice, where they are connected with a suitable

lifting means whereby the bodies may,afterall
or pmt of thetickets have been sold, be raised

10 a position similar to the top body (shown
- in Fig. 4) and held there until the desired
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twket or tickets have been placed in the slots
b in position. Then the rods b% are lowered
and the bodies 6* rest upon the tickets. As

‘soon as a ticket is withdrawn, the body rest-
ing on it slides down onthestandards 6° until

it comes in contact with the rod 6% This op-
eration of course revolves the drums A’; as
described in connection with TFig. 1. At—

" tached to the rear face-board, 1mder the slot

for the ticket to slide in, is a guide K, con-
caved on its npper surface. This guide F is

- preferably made of resilient material to allow

for any slight variations there may be in the
width of the tickets, and has a shoulder f to

- correspond with the shouldercon the lever C.
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It is obvious that many slight changes and

from the spirit of my invention. Ilence I do
not confine myself strictly to the parts herein
shown

467,910

The lever (Jis -

‘adapted to receive
a weighted body engaging said tickets, of a
| dmwram having openings, and 1ncllc_at0rq
‘adapted to be exhibited in said openings, said
weighted body being mechanically connected
‘with the indicators.

%presence of two witnesses.
alterations may be made wfchout depmtmﬂ' {

What I clalm and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The .eomblnatlon, with an mdlcator of
the character described, of front and rear face-

boards having openings, weighted levers se-

cured to the rear face-board directly 1n line

60

with said openings, and drums secured tothe

front face-board, said drums and 1evels being
suitably connected

2. In an indicator, the combination,with a

diagram having openmffs therein and indica-

tors located- dlt'eetly behindsaid openings,ota -

rear face-board provided with openings simi-
lar to those in the diagram and means con-

necting the openings in the rear face-board

with theindicators,substantially as described.

- 3. Inan indicator of the character described,
the combination, with a rear face having slots
tickets and the hke and
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4. In an indicator, the combination, with a -

substantially as described..

6. The eombmatlon with the dlawrams hav-

ing openings therein, dt ums bearmﬂ' charac-
_;lters and adapted to work directly behmd said
openings, and levers connected with said
drums at one end and at their other ends to a
link,of a rear face having slotsthereinadapted
to receive tickets or the like, and levers con-
nected with said links and plvoted directly in
line with said slots and having depending
shoulders, said levers being cone&ved on their
under side from the pwoted point to the
shoulder and the guide F, substantmlh as -
described. |

In testimony whereof T affix

X my signature in

REUBEN LESLIE APPLEBY
- Witnesses:
JOS. N. WHEELER,
FRANK E. SMITH. -

diagram and indicators, of the rear face hav-
‘Ing slots or openings adapted to receive tick-
ets and the like, and weighted levers pivoted
to said rear face directly in line with the said
‘slots, and means connecting said levers with
the indicators, |
- 5, In anindicatorof the character described,
the combination, with adiagram havingepen-
ings therein, of b0d1es jour naletl to work 1m-
imedmtely behmd said openings, said bodies
‘having characters, the link, and weighted le-
vers, said link connectmﬂ‘ the Wewhted levers
with said bodies, Substanually as descrlbed
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