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FREDRICK P. ROSBACK, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE.IIALT
- TO IENRY F. BAND, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

FENCE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 467,836, dated J anuary 26, 1892,
Ap'plioation filed July 24,1891, Serial No. 400,673, (No model) Patented in England August 4, 1891, No. 13,200.

Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, FREDRICK P. ROSBACK,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, 1n the county of Cook and State of TlIi-
nois, have invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Fences, (for which I have
filed an application for a patent in Great
Britain dated August 4, 1891, No. 13,200,) of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to fences involving
tubular sheet-metal posts and rails composed
of wires or boards or both, as may be desired.

The more prominent objects of my inven-
tion are to provide a simple, economical, and
durable construction of fence which can be
casily and rapidly formed along railroads,

farms, and the like; to provide simple and

effective devices for holding board and wire
rails; to utilize said holding devices as means
for securing along the seam a sheet of metal
rolled to form a post, and to provide certain
novel and improved details, all as hereinafter
set forth. | |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents in elevation a portion of a fence
embodying my invention. Fig. 2 represents
a blank from which the fence-post can be
formed. Fig. 8 illustrates one of the posts.
Fig. 4 represents one of the wire-holders.
big. 5 shows in perspective one of the board-
holders with its two sections apart. Fig. 6 is
a section taken transversely through the post
and shows in plan one of the board-holders
and the end portions of a couple of board-
rails held by the same.” Fig.7 is a longitudi-
nal central section through a portion of the
post and illustrates the application of one of
the wire-holders and a wire. Fig. S shows a
section faken transversely through the post
and illustrates in plan a board-holding device

‘extended through the post and secured to a

couple of board rails at a corner of the fence.
Fig. 9 represents in elevation a portion of the
post and a wire-holder applied thereto and
provided with shoulders in addition to its
notches. |

The construction of fence illustrated in Fig.

1 involves a series of tubular sheet-metal

posts A, provided with wire-holders B and
board-holder devices C. The wires D may be
single or double and may be barbed, if so de-

sired. The boards Earearranged to provide
rails between the same. This arrangement
may, however, be varied—as, for example, the
fence may for certain purposes com prise any ss
desired number and arrangement of board
rails, without the wire rails, or any desired
numbper and arrangement of wire rails with-
out the board rails, or any desired number
and arrangement of board rails and wire rails.. 6o
I prefer, however, to construct the fence with
both wire and board rails, for the reason that,
while the use of wires involves econom y and
various other known advantages, the pProvis-
ion of one or more board rails permits the 63
fence to be readily seen by cattle, and hence
practically checks them from runninginto the
fence and injuring both fence and themselves.
1The wire-holders B are formed by platesor
bars which have their ends adapted to receive 70
and hold the wires. These wire-holders may
be said to form keys, which are thrust throu gh
slots in the post and made of such length that
when thrust through the post to a proper ex-
fent their ends shall extend from opposite 7s
sides of the post, so as to receive and hold the
wires.
Eachwire-holder Bisprovided with a couple
of wire-receiving notches b, one at each end of
the holder, it being observed that the length 8o
of the wire-holder and the distance between
its notches are so proportioned relatively to
the diameter of the post that when the holder
1s in position for receiving the wire its notches
will be comparatively close to the post in place 8s
of being set out at some distance from the
same, as in United States Letters Patent No.
66,321, to Gore, July 2, 1867, wherein the eyes
or loops formed at the ends of wires which ex- |
tend through the post are set out at a consider- go
able distance from the same. The fence-wires.
engage in the notches of their respeetively-
allotted holders and are so carried about the
holders and the posts as to securely tie the
holders to the posts without either knotting g3
the wires or using supplemental tie-wires. The |
mode of thus applying the fence or line wires
1s lllustrated in IYigs.1and 7, wherein it is seen
that each wireis made totake a half-turn about
one end portion of its allotted holder at one 100
| side of the fence-post and engage in the noteh
i 0 at said end of the holder and then carried
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round the fence-post to the 6pposite side | vide each wire-holder B with a shoulder 0,

thereof and there made to take a half-turn
about the other projecting end portion of the
holder and engage in its allotted notch. By
such arrangement a wire of any length can be
readily applied, and when so applied will se-
curely tie the holder to the post. The post,
therefore, can be provided with oppositely-
arranged slots, and the wire-holder in a com-
pleted condition can be simply thrust through
the slots,and then,without bending or apply-

—-ing -any -sort of fastening devices to the
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holder—such as rivets or extra wires—1t can
be securely fastened in place by the wire rail,
which as it is unroiled from a coil or reel can
be easily bent so as to take the hereinbefore-
deseribed half-turns or half-hitches aboutk the
projecting ends of the holders. B

As a further advantage and matter of im-
provement involved in the foregoing the wire-
holders and rail-wires serves as means for

fastening a rolled sheet-metal post along the

seam,and thereby enable me to dispense with
rivets for such a purpose and to provide an
exceedingly simple form of wire-holder,which,
in conjunction with the rail-wire, serves to
fasten the post.
holders B can be applied to a tubular sheet-

metal post fastened, if desired, in any suit-
able way along the seam, 1 prefer to provide
a post formed by rolling a sheet-metal blank—
such, for example,as the blank A’ in Fig. 2—
into tubular form, with its.longitudinal edge
portions arranged to overlap one another, as
herein illustrated. The slots a for the wire-
holders B can be 80 formed through the blank
that when the latter is rolled into tubular

. form the slots along its longitudinal edge por-
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tions will register, as in Fig. 7, wherein a
couple of registering slots formed through the
overlapping edge portions of the tubular
sheet are diametrically opposite a slot previ-
ously formed along the longitudinal middle
of the blank, as in Fig. 2. _

Referring to Figs. 1 and 7, it will be seen
that the rail-wire engages in notches b of its
holder at points adjacent to the post and that
the two notches of the holder are respectively
at opposite sides of the same, in which way

" the wire passes from one to the other end of

the holder in a direction diagonally to the
length of the post; also, that the portions of
the wire which are carried over and under the
unnotched sides of the holder abut and bind

against the post, so that by exerting a proper
tension upon the wire in carrying it fromone

side to the other side of the post it willin ef-

fect provide a pair of connected shoulders or

abutments respectively held against opposite
sides of the post and serving, therefore, to se-

served that the portion of the post below the

oround-line need not be secured along the
seam for purposes set forthinmy application,
Serial No. 378,114, for Letters Patent of the
United States.

As a matter of further improvement, I pro- |

While, therefore, the wire-

which serves to so widen the holder adjacent
to one end thereof that it cannot be thrust
one way entirely through the slots in the post.
A portion of the rail-wire lies between the
said shoulder b’ and the post, as in Figs. 1
and 2, in which way additional security and
stability are afforded and a still more reliable
connection between the wire and its holder
provided. I may also notch the holder, so as
to provide it with another shoulder 0% sothat

a portion of the rail-wirecan lie between said

shoulder and the post, and as a matter of fur-
ther improvement I arrange the shoulders
oblique to the post, as in Fig. 9, so that dit-
ferent sizes of wire rails comprising one or

| more strands may wedge between the post
l and the said oblique shoulders. -

The board-holders C each comprise a couple
of sections c, which are respectively thrust
throngh slots in the post from opposite sides
of thelatter. Each of said sectionscomprises

‘an oblong plate or bar, which when thrust
‘through the post will project from opposite

sides of the same, so that the ends of
the rail-boards E can be secured to its said
ends. The ends of the boards are held Dbe-
tween and secured to the end portions of

‘said sections by rivets, bolts, screws, or the
like, and as a means for providing stronger

and more durable connections between the
boards and their respectively-allotted hold-
ers I provide each section with a laterally-
arranged end extension, which is bent so as

“to provide it with a horizontaily-arranged por-

tion ¢/, which fits against one of the longi-
tudinal edges of the boards,and a vertically-
arranged portion c¢?, which lies alongside of
the board and which issecured toan adjacent
end of the other section of the holder. T'he
portions ¢’ and ¢® of these holders for the

boards afford, therefore, enlarged bearing and

securing surfaces and permit the use of a
suitable number of bolts or the like.
arrangement also adds to the strength and

board-holding devices can be formed through

the blank and arranged substantially as in
Fig. 2, so that when the blank 1is rolled into
tubular form some of theslots will be through
‘the overlapping portions of the rolled blank

or sheet, as in Fig. 6. As a matfer of course

“the ends of the boards could be set close up
to the post, and thereby provide shouldersor
“abutments rigidly connected together and ar-

ranged at opposite sides of the post, and in
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durability of the fence. Theslots ¢’ for these - -
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EUCh waythe holders WOUld be secured in .
‘place and the post also secured along its
‘seam. Again,the end portions ¢’ of the hold-

_ -ers could be utilized as shoulders for the pur-
cure the same along the seam, it being ob- |
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provide each section ¢ of the holder with a

shoulder ¢%, arranged adjacent to its end, so

that when the section is thrust through the

' post to a proper extent its said shoulder shall
“abut against the post.

When, therefore, the

two sections are applied with their respective
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shoulders abutting against opposite sides of
the post, respectively, and said sections are
tied together by fastening-bolts or the like,
the board-bolders will be held against end
movement independently of the post and the
overlapping edges of the post will be securely
held together.

Where a corner is to be made in the fence,

the sections ¢ can be formed and applied as

in Kig. 8, it being obvious that a duplicate of
the section therein shown and applied to one

side of each board ean be applied to the op- |

posite side of the board.

What I claim as my invention is-—

1. The combination, with a tubular sheet-
metal post, of a wire-holder forming a key,
which is arranged to extend through slots in
the post and project from opposite sides of

the same, and a line or rail wire arranged to

take half-turns both about the projecting
ends of the holder and about the post, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. The combination of a tubular rolled
sheet-metal posthaving the edgesof the blank
from which it is formed arranged to overlap
one another along the seam and provided
with oppositely-arranged openings, which at
one side of the post are formed through its
sald overlapping portions, a wire-holder form-
ing a key,which is arranged to extend through
said slots and project from opposite sides of
the post, and a rail-wire arranged to engage
the ends of said holder and pass about the
post, so as to tie the holder in place and also
secure together the said overlapping edge
portions of the post, substantially as set forth.

5. Thecombination of atubularsheet-metal
post having the longitudinal edges of the
blank from which it is formed arranged to
overlap along the seam, a wire-holder B3, con-
sisting of a plate or bar notched at its ends
and inserted through slots « in the post, and
a rail-wire D, engaging in the notches of said
holder and arranged to take half-turns both
about the holder and about the post, substan-
tially as described.

- 4. The combination, with a tubular sheet- |
metal post, of a holder B, extended through

| the post and provided with a shoulder ’, and

a rail-wire arranged to take half-turns about
sald holder and passbetween its shoulder and
the post, substantially as set forth.

0. T'he combination, with a tubular sheet-
metal post, of a holder B, extended through
the post and provided with shoulders b’ and
6%, and a rail-wire applied and arranged to
pass between said shoulders and the post,
substantially as set forth.

0. The ecombination, with a tubular sheet-
metal post, of aboard-holding device extended
through slots in the post and projecting from
opposite sides of the same, and a couple of
board rails secured to the projecting ends of
sald holder, substantially as set forth.

7. The combination, with a tubular sheet-
metal post having the longitudinal edges of
the blank from which it is formed arranged
to overlap one another, board-holding devices
extended through slots in the post, board
rails secured to said holders, and shoulders
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formed as herein set forth and arranged to

hold the post along the seam.

3. The combination, with a tubular sheet-
metal post, of a board-rail holder comprising
two sections ¢, provided with shoulders and
arranged to extend through the post, so that
their allotted shoulders shall abut against the
postrespectively at opposite sides of the same,
and board rails secured to said holders, sub-
stantially as set forth.

J. The combination, with a tubular sheet-
metal post, of asectional board-holder C, com-

75

380

prising the bar ¢, extended through the post -

and having lateral extension ¢’, and board
rails held by said holders, substantially as
set forth. | |

10. The combination, with a tubular sheet-

- metal post, of asectional board-rail holder C,

comprising the bars ¢, having lateral exten-
sions ¢ and ¢% and board rails held by said
holders, substantially as desecribed.

FREDRICK P. ROSBACK.

VWithesses:
CHAS. G. PACGE,
1L.1Zz71E VAN VELSOR.
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