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Lo all whom it may concern: | ¢, engaging the notched surface ¢ of the fish-

Be it known that I, DANTEL J . MULLIN, of | plate A, and whose arms or prongs engage
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of | said notches, and which is provided with a 355
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im- ] shoulder or stop ¢’ at one side to engage that

5 brovement in Railway Joints or Fastenings; | side of the bolt next to the shoulder of the
and I do hereby declare that the following is | notched surface a of the fish-plate A, thus with
a full and exact desecription of the same, ref- | the action of the spring securely locking the
erence being had to the accompanying draw- | parts together. KFrom this arrangement it 6¢

- ings, and to the letters of reference marked | will be seen that betore the bolt can be dis-

- 10 thereon. B o i placed or removed it is necessary to effect the
- My invention relates to certain Improve- | compression of the spring D (whose pressure,
ments In railway joints or fastenings, having | as before stated, cannot be overcome, except
for its object, among other things, to provide by the application of maximum force) until 65
more especially against the easy surreptitious | the tooth ¢ of the locking or fastening device

15 removal of the bolts and their fastenings, as | E becomes disengaged from the coincident
well as to prevent the accidental displace- | notch of the fish-plate A, to provide for the
ment of the same, thus guarding against the | movement or sliding of said locking or fasten-
derailment and consequent wrecking of trains | ing device oppositely to the facing direction 7o

~ and the disastrous results attending the same ; | of the notch, thus allowing the withdrawal of
20 and to these ends the invention consist in | the arms or prongs of sald device from the
the detailed coustruetion and combination of | notches or recesses of the bolt, freeing said
parts, as hereinafter fully set forth, and point- | device from and permitting the final removal
ed out in the claims. | . | of said bolt. In order to effect the interlock- 7z
| In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is | ing of the aforesaid parts, the prongs or arms
25 aperspective view of my invention as applied ! of the locking or fastening device E are, after
for use in connection with the rails of a rail- | the insertion again in place of the bolt C,
road. Fig. 2 is a horizontal section thereof, | passed into the notches or recesses of the bolt
and Figs. 3 and 4 are detail views showing | and driven or forced home, or until the shoul- 8o
- more fully the construction of the bolts and | der or stop ¢ of said device engages the bolt,
3o their fastenings. ' S when the tooth ¢ of said device drops into en-
In the organization of my invention I pro- | gagement with the coincident notch of the
vide the fish-plate A with a notehed or in- fish-plate A, which is effected by the spring
dented surface ¢ on its outerside, and through | securely locking the same in place.
this plate the rail B and the opposite plain Having thus fully described my invention,
35 lish-plate A’ are passed, the bolt Calsopassing | what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
through a powerful elliptie spring D, bearing | Patent, is— | R
against said plain fish-plate, and whose ten- 1. Therailway joint or fastening having the -
sion is such that it will yield only after the | notched fish-plate, the spring-pressed notched sle
application of a maximum pressure. Thus, | or recessed bolt, and the locking or fastening
40 In order to displace or remove the bolt, 1t will | device adapted to jointly engage said fish-

- be necessary to use more than ordinary force | plate and bolt, substantially as specified. .

10 overcome the pressure of said spring as | 2. Therailway joint or fastening havingthe -
oxerted by the fingers or hand alone, there- | notched fish-plate, the spring-pressed bolt hav- 95
fore preventing the tampering with said bolt | ing lateral notches or recesses, and the lockin g |

45 and its easy removal or displacement by un- | or fastening device having the arms or prongs,
authorized or malicious persons, often caus- | and a tooth, the former engaging the notches
Ing the wrecking of trains, with the attendant | or recesses of said bolt, and the latter en gag-
disastrous results to life and limb. The un- 1ng said notched fish-plate, substantially as 1co
headed end of the bolt C is provided with op- | set forth. '

50 posite lateral recesses or notches b, and fitted 3. Therailway joint orfastening having the

- thereon is a bifurcated locking or fastening | notched fish-plate, the bolt having opposite

device E, having upon its inner side a tooth I lateral notches or recesses, the spring through
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'W]llCll passes said bolt, and the locking or{ In testlmony Whereoflafﬁx my swnature in
fastening device hcwmfr prongs engaging “the presence of two witnesses. |
- notches or recesses of smd bolt, said locking

device also having a tooth engaging Said N R . DANL. J.'MULLIN.
5 notched fish-plate, and a shoulder or stop en- Witnesses: | S
 gaging the side of said bolt, substantlally a8 "EDWARD K. THOMAS

bpemﬁed | | l - T. O. REEME.
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