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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Amos E. FINEGAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mey-

ersdale, in the county of Somerset and State

of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Letter - Boxes:
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-

‘tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use
the same. o

My invention relates toan improvementin

letter-boxes; and it consists in the construc-
tion and arrangement of parts more fully de-
scribed hereinafter, and definitely pointed
out in the claims. o |
t'he object of my invention is to provide a

letter-box for public or private use which em-

bodies the essential requisites of a receiving
and distributing box, practically dust, water,
and thief proof, and adapted to receive both
letters and papers, and, further, to construet
a box which will be simple and convenient
in its arrangement, convenient for access, and
cheaply manufactured. These objects are at-
tained by the construction illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, wherein like letters
of reference indicate like parts in the several
views, and in which— | |
Figure 1 is a perspective view. Fig. 2 isa
vertical section. Fig. 3 is a front elevation,
and Fig. 4 is a section of a modified form.
In the drawings, A representsa rectangular
casing, having an opening in the side thereof
closed by a suitable door B’, and an inclined
bottom portion A’. The back of the casing
1s detachable for attaching purposes, the up-
per end having two hooks or fingers ¢, which

project over suitable lugs on the top of the
casing, thereby dovetailing or securing the |

top of the back in place. The lower portion
of the back above the inclined portion is se-

cured in place by serews passing through a

bracket ¢’ on the sides of the casing.  When
the casing is to be attached to a wall or door,

the back is first removed and by suitable

bolts made fast thereto. It is then secured
to the casing in the manner above set forth,
thereby preventing any meddling or removal

of the casing except through the interior

thereof, access being had to the same through

| cured in any perimanent manner a receiving

compartment or boxing C, having a straight
upper surface and-obliguely-disposed front

anda doubleinclined bottom. Thiscompart-

ment 18 divided into three chambers D, K,
and K, divided, respectively, by partitions D’
E’, the former forming the base or bottom

for a newspaper-chamber, which has a door

D? forming a cover for the same, which cover
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is hinged tooneside, and when closed is locked |

Inany suitable manner. The partition D’ has
near its upper end a slot d, through which

letters are deposited and fall into the cham-

- boxing to the casing A. The upper end of

ber K. The chamber E has a lid or door in
1ts bottom portion, which is hinged to one
side, and when closed -is locked in any suit-
able manner and supports the countents of
chamber E, the inclination of the partition E
carrying the mail-matter to the bottom of the
chamber. S
The ehamber If, having the inclined walls
E’ and B, is constructed with side extensions
J> which project through an opening in the
front of the casing A and have suitableopen-
ings therein, through which bolts or screws
may be placed to unite the compartment or

the chamber F, as above intimated, is open
and leads into the interior of the casing. The
lower end is provided with a suitable hinged
door f*, which, when mail is to be deposited
in the casing A, is opened by the postman,
who, by a quick movement, forces the letters

or mail- matter up through the chamber

through the opening in the casing. The door
on the bottom of the chamber F may, how-
ever, be omitted,its purpose being to exclade
dust from the casing. | : |
- Below the opening in the front of the cas-

ing 1s an inclined deflector G, extending ob-

liquely downward., This deflector extends

the opening. On the front of the casing is se- |

entirely across the casing and guides the

mail-matter down and also hinders the ex-
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traction of the same through the delivering- -

opening. _ __ .
-~ In addition to the extensions on the sides

of chamber F, through which the securing

devices arepassed, I insert one or more serews
or bolts through the front of the casing and the
back of thecompartment, as at H, thereby se-
curely uniting the compartment to the cas-
ing. On the top of the compartment is se-
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- short arm.
the mail, he pushes the long arm down until

compartment D.

cured a signal I, which consists of a flat metal |

strip bent at right aungles, the lower horizon-
tal portion of which passes through a suit-
able loop 7, which loosely holds it in place and
acts as a hinge. The upper or vertical por-
tion of the signal is of greater length than
the horizontal portion and is preferably con-
structed with a bright attractive front. The
purpose of this signal is to inform the post-
man that mail-matter has been deposited, re-
quiring collection on his part. This is done
by elevating the longer arm until it assumnes
a vertical position and is supported by the
When the postman has collected

1t rests on the top of the casing.
When the sender desires to aeposnﬁ the mail
in the box, he opens the door in the front of

the box, forees the letters through theslotin

the partition D’ into the chamber E, and
places the newspapers or other matter in the
The cover is then closed

~and the signal thrown up. When the post-

man collects the mail, he opens the door in
the bottom of chamber E and allows the
letters to fall out, and, opening the door in
the chamber D, takes the paper therefrom.

- This chamber D is used for both distributing
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and collecting purposes, as it 18 apparent that
the one chamber will answer both purposes
for such articles as newspapers or packages.
“T'o extract the mail from the casing A it
18 only necessary to open the door on the side
thereof, so that access may be gained to the
mteuol
~ On the front of the cover to the ch&mbel D
18 placed a card-holder, in which a card may

be placed when the oecupant of the premises

18 out of town and desires mail forwarded.
- In I'ig. 4 I have shown a modification, in
which case the compartment D hasan inclined
bottom, through which the letter-opening is
placed at a pomt near the front..
- It is to be understood that the several doms
may be supplied with windows, so that the in-
terior of the compartment may be inspectad
without opening the same. It willalso be un-
derstood that the doorin the casing A may be
placed in any suitable position desired.

I am aware that many minorchangesin the

construction and arrangement of the parts of -

my device can be made without in the least
departing from the nature and principle of
my invention.

o
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Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettels

PPatent, 18—

1. In aletter-box, the corfbination, with the -

casing having a distributing-opening in 1ts

| flont of a compartment secured to the front

of the casin o, formed with a series of inclined
chambers, the Iower chamber communicating
at its upper end with the interior of the cas-
ing, the inclined partition between the upper
and central chambers having a slot therein,

and a door for the upper chamber, substan-

tially as desecribed.

2. In aletter-box, the. combination, with the

casing having & dlstrlbutmf--openmfr in its
front,of acompartment-box on the front of the
casing having a seriesof threeinclined cham-

bers therei-n, a hinged cover for the upper
chamber, the partition between the upper and

central chamber having a letter-slot therein,
the lower chamber communicating at 1ts up-

per end with the interior of the casing, a de-

flector below the distributing-opening in the
casing, and a door in the casing, substantially
as deseribed.

3. In a letter-box, the combination, with a
casing having an opening therein, of a,box on
the casing divided into a series of compart-
ments arranged at an incline, the lowermost
compartment communicating with the inte-
rior of the casing and the uppermost commu-
nicating with the intermediate compartment,
substantially as deseribed.

4. Tn a letter-box,the combination, with the
casing having a distributing-opening in 1ts
front, of a compartment secured to the front
of the casing,formed with a series of inclined
chambers, the lower chamber communicating
at its upper end with the interior of the cas-
ing, the inclined partition between the upper
and central chambers having a slot therein, a
door for the upper chamber, and a signal se-
cured on the top of the compartment, consist-
ing of a flat metal strip bent at right angles,
the lower horizontal portion of whleh passes
through a suitable loop, substantially as de-
Scrlbed i

In testimony whereof I affix my qw*natm ein
presence of two witnesses.

AMOS E. FINEGAN.
Witnesses: |
L. S. BACON,
REEVE 1LEWIS.
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