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said part never coming into contact with the

sear, and so that the other qf said parts |
shall remain out of engagement with the sear

45

named part is released.
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To all whom it may concern: |

~ Be it known that I, ALBERT STORER, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Boston,

in the county of Suffolk and Commonwealth.

of Massachusetts, have invented a ecertain

new and useful Improvement in Breech-Load-

ing Guns, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. | | - |

My invention relates to breech -loading
guns, and has for its objects to prevent acci-
dental discharge of the gun and injury to the
forefinger in restoring the finger-lever to po-

sition after cocking the gun by means of said |

finger-lever. | - |

In breech-loading fire-arms provided with a
finger-lever of the kind herein referred to the
trigger is usually pivoted in the lock-case and
a part of the finger-lever serves as the scroll
or trigger-guard and receives the forefinger,

1

the other fingers of the hand being applied to

‘said finger-lever below or in the rear of said

trigger - guard, according to the position of

“said finger-lever, the trigger projecting down-

ward from. the lock-case into said trigger-
guard when the said finger-lever is in the po-
sition it occupies 1n the act of firing in such
a manner that in restoring said finger-lever
to position, atter cocking the gun, the fore-
fingeris apt tostrikethetrigger and discharge
the gun or to be bruised between the free end
of the trigger and the trigger-guard. I pre-
vent these accidents by supporting -the trig-
ger on the finger-lever in such a manner as to
be movable with said finger-leverand by eon-

structing the trigger in two parts, so that

one of said parts shall act as a shield to pre-
vent contact of the finger with: the sear and
may be continuously pressed by the forefin-
oer when the lever is being returned to its
normal position without discharging the gun,

until the pressure of the finger upon said first-

In the accompanying drawings are repre-

sented my improvement and such parts as

may be necessary to the understanding of my

“invention of a breech-loading gun, sach as is

shown and described in United States Letters

Patent No. 434,062, granted to Hepburn, Au-

gust 12, 1390. | S
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a part of the

.
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barrel, a part of the stock, the _frame, ham-

mer, finger-lever, sliding breech-bolt, sear, and 55

my improved trigger, the finger-lever being in
1ts normal position; Fig.2,a side elevation of
the parts shown in IFig. 1, a part of the lock-

case being broken away to show the tumbler

portion of the hammer, its spring, the sear
and its spring, and a part of the carrier, the
gun being cocked and the finger-lever being

| in the position it assumes in cocking the
\ gun; Fig. 3, a side elevation similar to what

1s shown in Fig. 1, except that in Fig. 1 the
gun 1s not cocked, while in Fig, 3 the gun is

‘cocked, and that in Fig. 1 the trigoer is en-

gaged with the sear, while in Fig. 3 the trig-
ger is in its safety position or the position it
occupies immediately after the finger-lever is
restored to position and before the pressure
of the finger upon the trigoer is released, a
part of the finger-lever being in section to
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show more fully the lower part of the sear,
~the trigger, and its majnspring; Fig. 4, a side

elevation of a part of the frame, part of the

75

handle-lever, the sear, a part of the trigeer,

and the trigger-springs, and a section of a part

of the finger-leverand trigger, the trigeer be- -

ing represented as moving forward from its
safety position. | e
In the patented ‘magazine-gunabove Te-
ferred to the movement of the finger-lever
from its normal position (shown in Fig. 1) to
the position shown in Fig. 2 and back to its
normal position opens the breech, cocks the

hammer, ejects the empty shell, carries a new

shell from a magazine to the breech, inserts
said new shell in the barrel, and ecloses the
breech. My improvement is applicable not

| only to such a magazine-gun, but also to sin-
gle-shotguns, and,in brief, to all gunsin which

afinger-lever performsany of these f unctions,
and at the same time serves as a trigger-
guard when said finger-lever is in its normal
position. _ R o

The frame A, stock B, barrel C, breech-bolt
F, hammer H, pivoted at /» and provided with
notches i/ /? to receive the point of the sear
I, the hammer mainspring A% and the finger-
lever L are of the construction and operation
shown and described in said patent or of any
usual construction, the miovement of said fin-
ger-lever from the position shown in IFig.1 to
the position shown in Fig, 2 forcing the

breech-bolt backward against the hammer
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~ therebyinjuring the
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467,524

and turning said hammer against the resist- | lower end of said sear, and said rear end of

ance of its mainspring A° until the up
end of the sear I enters the full-cock notch /7
of the lower or tumbler portion of the ham-
mer, being foreced therein by a suitable spring
as shown in Fig. 2
Thetrigger in the patented gun referred to
is usually pivoted in the frame A and extends
below said frame into the trigger-guard I’ of
the finger-lever L, just inthe rear of the pivot
[ of said finger-lever,andisfrequently,asabove
stated, strnck by the forefinger in the act of
restoringthefinger-lever toitsnormal position,
finger or discharging the
oun, Instead of this constluation I extend
the sear I belowits pivol 2’ for some distance
and pivot the main part or body %k of the
trigger K at its lower end at %’ to the finger-
lever 1. within a recess {# in said finger- lever.

The upper end of the body % of the trlgg‘er K

is thrown forward by the main trigger-spring,

(represented asa leaf-spring 47, Fws: 3 and 4 )'
- gecured to the body k& and pressing against

the rear wall [? of the recess /<, and said body

is prevented in any eonvement manner from

being swung back far enough to come in con-

tact with the sear I, as by The upper end of

“said body striking against the upper rear end
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[* of the guard I/, or by a flat rear surface A?
on said body Strlkmﬂ‘ the rear wall ? of the
recess [*,
cess kY is supported a movable finger or
presser k represented as a lever pwoted be-

tween ifs ends at i1® alight spring £° secured
to the body of the trlgger bearing upon the

frontend &7 of said presser and normally rais-

- ing the rear end %8 of the same untilsaid front
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end strikes against the front wall of the re-

cess k', which serves as a stop tolimit the ris-

ing of said rear end of said presser. The rear

end /%8 of the presser is preferably bent up-

- ward, as shown, and (said presser being of
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from any contact with said sear.
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sufficient length therefor) when the finger-le-
ver is returned to its normal position, after

cocking the gun, passes up behind the lower.

end of the sear I, as shown in FKig. 3, if dur-
ing such return of said finger-lever the trig-
ger-body % is held back by the forefinger, but
in front of said sear if the trigger be not so
held back. Inasmuch asthe body of the trig-
cer, as above stated, cannot be drawn bacl{
far enough to operate the sear by direct con-
tact theremth it isevidentthat the sear can-
not be accidentally disengaged from the notch
h? by the act of restoring the finger-lever to
its normal position and that the body of the
trigger, passing upinfront of the sear, shields
the forefinger placed on said trigger-body
When the
ogun is cocked and the presser is in the posi-
twn shown in Fig. 3, the gun cannot be fired
until, on 1e1e&smg the pressure of the fore-

ward sufficiently to draw the rear end of sald
resser forward past the lower end of the sear,

the frort face of the bent rear end of the
presser being beveled at £° to slide under the |

per.

On the tma'ger-bodv k, within a re-

’sa,id sear,

said presser ylelding downward and subse-
quently rising in front of the lower end of
said sear. The presser is of such a length
that when sald presser is wholly in front of
the sear and the trigger is pulled in the usual
manner the sear is disengaged from the full-
cock noteh /* by the pressure of the rear end
of said presser on said sear. | -

‘Obviously the presser k5 may be rlﬂ'ldly

ﬁﬂced on the trigger-body or formed in one
piece therewith (the spring k% and pivot £
being dispensed with) and accomplish the
objects above stated of protecting the finger
from injury and avoiding the accidental dis-
charge of the gun by holding the trigger baclk
when the lever 1s being restored to position;
but if such a construeuon were used it would
be necessary partially to depress said lever
after cocking the gun to allow the presser to
move forward sufficiently to rise in front of
the sear.

I claim as my invention—
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1. The combination of the hammer having .

a notch, the sear engaging said noteh, the le-
ver, and the trigger movable with said lever
and acting as a finger-guard, as and for the
pmpose speclﬁed

The combination of the hammer having

notoh the sear, the lever, the trigger piv-

oted thel eon and mov able therewith and hav-
ing a body at all times out of contact with
said sear, and a presser movable with said
lever and adapted to be held back by press-
ure upon sald trigger while said lever is be-
ing moved to its firing position and to rise
behind said sear and when said pressure is
released to move past said sear and into a
position in front of said sear, as and for the
purpose speetfied.

3. The combination of the hammer having
a notch, the sear, the lever, the trigger piv-
oted thereon and movable therewith and hav-
ing & body at all times out of contact with
and a ylelding presser movable
with said tmwel and adapted to be held by
pressure upon “said trigger in the rear of said
sear and when said p1essure 1S relieved fo
move past said sear and into a position be-
tween sald sear and trigger, as and for the
purpose specified.

4. The combination of the hammer having
a notch, the sear adapted to engage said
noteh, the lever, the trlgger pwoted on said
lever, a presser pwoted on said trigger and
hcwmn an upturned rear end a,dapted to ex-
tend in the rear of said sear, and a stop to
prevent the body of said tmgger from coming
in contact with said sear, as and for the pur-
pose speciiied.

In witness whereof I have signed thisspeci-
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fication, in the presence of two attesting wit-
ﬁnﬂer on the trigger, said trigger swings for- | nesses, thls 30th day of July, A D. 1891

"ALBERT STORER.
Witnesses:

ALBERT M. MOORE,
- MYRTIE C. BEALS.
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