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" SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 467,481, dated January 19, 1892,
Application filed March 19,1891, Serial No. 3851612. (No model.)

- do all whom it may concern:
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Be it known that I, Louts HILLEBRAND, a

citizen of the United States, residing in the

city" and county of Philadelphia, State of

Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-

ful Improvement in Trunk-Stays, which im-

provement is fully set forth in the following
specification and accompanying drawings.

My invention consists of an improvement
in the trunk-stay for which Tetters Patent of

‘the United States No. 103,181, were granted
‘to me on the 17th day of May, A. D. 1870, the

present construction being designed to avoid

the prolongation E shown ‘in said Letters

Patent, and also to simplify, sirengthen, and
cheapen the article in question, said construc-
tion being hereinafter fully set forth and defi-

nitely claimed. '
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- ner of a toggle.
end of the piece A is a segmental head D, at |
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Figures1 and 2 represent side elevations of
a trunk-stay in open and closed conditions,

the same embodying my invention. Figs. 3

and 4 represent side elevations of a modifica-
tion. Ifigs.5 and 6 represent side elevations
of the stay shown in Figs. 1 and 2 as applied
to a trunk in open and closed condition.

- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures. '

‘Referring to the drawings, A and B desig- |

nate two pieces of sheet or other metal or
material, which are connected by the pivot C
and adapted to open and close after the man-
On the edge of the pivot

the termination whereof are shoulders E E.

On the face of the piece B, near the edge

thereof, is a lug F, which is punched out,

stamped, struck up, or otherwise formed on

sald face, producing a stop, against which
each of the shonlders E is adapted to abut,
said stop being concentric with the pivot or
axis C and adapted to ride on said head D.
I'he pieces A I3 are pivotally connected

- with the lid and body of a trunk, or, if de-

sired, a box or other similar article, whereby
when the lid is opened or raised said pieces

~ open out, as seen in Fig. 5, producing a stay
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which prevents the lid from falling back-
ward, and also receiving some of the strain
due to the weight of the lid, thus relieving

the hinges thereof. When the 1id is closed

or lowered, the pieces fold, as will be seen in
Fig. 6, and the stay occupies but limited room

in the trunk. , | -
- In Figs. 3 and 4 the stop I is formed on |

il 7

the end of the piece B, so that during: the
opening and closing motions of the pieces
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sald stop rides over the segmental head D, as

in the previous case,and abuts againsteither
of the shoulders E, according to the position
of the parts, the result in either case being
the same—viz., the limitation of the opening
and closing movements of the stay and the
bracing of the lid when opened—owing to
thrust or abutment of the stop and either
shoulder, one against the other. o

I am aware that it is not new to provideall
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of the pieces of a trunk-stay with a segmen-

tal slot, which is between the edge of the
piece and the pivotal pin. I am also aware
that it is not new to prolong one of the pieces

‘and form a struck-up lag thereon, wherefore

‘1n said edge.

I disclaim such features. |
- In my case I utilize the edge of one piece
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by making the same segmental, thus avoid-

Ing the weakening of the piece by slots with-
I also locate the struck-up lug
S0 as to-be contiguous to the segmental edge,
and thus ride upon the same in both closing
and opening movements, thus distributing

the thrust at all times upon the edge and lug,
whereby I produce a stronger, more compact,

and shorter device than heretofore. It will
also be seen that the closing motions of the
leaves are limited to such extent that the

free ends of said leaves are held sufficiently

apart, as in Figs. 2 and 4, so that when the
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lid is closed the upper leaf is prevented from
passing the center and.both leaves from ro-
tating downwardly, the stay thus retaining
the position shown in Fig. 6, the lower leaf
remaining near the top of the trunk and the
two leaves not being liable to drop into the

body of the trunk. . e
- Having thus deseribed my invention, what
1 claim as new, and

desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— | |

- A trunk-stay having a leaf with a segmen-
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tal edge terminating at each end in a shoul-
- der, sald shoulders being also directly on

the edge of the leaf, and the other leaf hav-
ing a struck-up lug which contacts with said
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edge and is adapted to ride directly thereon

from’ shoulder to shoulder, substantially as
described. - | : S
| LOUIS HILLEBRAND.

Witnesses:
| JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
A, P. JENNINGS.
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