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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, LESTER J. W ADSWORTH,

a citizen of the United States, residing at Mar-
shall, in the county of Calhoun and State of
Michigan, have invented new and useful Im-
provementsin Addressing-Machines, of which
the following is a specification. _

My invention relates to that class of ad-
dressing-machines which require a long and
narrow strip of paper which has previously
been gummed upon one side and the ad-

dresses printed upon the other. So far as I
am aware it has heretofore been the custom

to moisten the gummed side of the paper be-
fore the address is cut from the strip, as de-
scribed in Letters Patent to C. C. Doten, No.
206,303, dated July 23,1878. Ihave adopted
the plan of wetting the article on which the ad-
dress is to be placed, and the gummed paper
remains dry until it is pressed upon it, when
the gum is softened by the moisture and se-
cures the address to it. |

My invention consists of the means where-
by I accomplish this,and also that part of the
device by means of which the paper bearing
the addresses is automatically fed out as each
address is cut off. -
In the accompanying drawings, which are
a part of this specification, Figure 1 is a side
elevation, partially in section, through x z,
Fig. 2. Tig.2 is a view of the front end, and

“Fig. 3 isa view of the side opposite to that
.| verE and tape h raises the blade against the

of Fig. 1.

TLike letters and figures refer to the same

parts in the several views.
I construct the body A of the machine of
sheet metal. Within said body and back of

 the rollers ¢ ¢ is left a space A’ for water.
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This space I call a “reservoir,” and it 1s
charged through the flaring tube F. A throat

v from the reservoir passes beneath the roll- |
ers 7 ¢ and terminates in an opening o in the

bottom of the rachine beneath the stationary

blade B of the shears. As shown in section,

Fig. 1, a wick shown by double broken line
extends from the reservoir through the throat
to the opening 0. The water is taken up by

capillary attraction and by means of the wick
is carried to the opening o. Wool felt 1s [ p

zo thought best for this wick.

shows that a more even feed is secured when
the reservoir contains a sponge of nearly its

own dimensions. |
To moisten a spot on an article where an -

address is to be placed, it is only necessary to 55

place the machine with the opening o on the

spot and the wick will impart the necessary
moisture to cause the gummed paper to ad-
here. A strip of this gummed paper is shown

in Fig.1 at ¢ a. The feed-rollers 27, between 6o
which this paper passes, have their bearings

in the side of the body of the machine. The

journals of the lower roller extend through
slots m, Fig. 8, to receive the pressure from
the spring %, which forces it upward, causing 065
the paper to be held firmly between the roll-
ers, so that when the rollers are made to turn
the paperis moved forward. Attached to the .
journal of the upper roller is a ratchet-wheel

7, which is made to rotate by means of the 7o

pawl 4, carried on the lever E. Said lever is
| actuated in one direction by the spring e and

in the other by the motion imparted by the

‘operator to the moving blade ¢ of the shears,

as will be more fully explained. A head bis 75
fitted to the upper portion of said lever. At-
tached to this head is a tape or narrow band

h, which runs over the pulley ¢ and is secured

to the moving blade of the shears by link and
staple. The position of the pulley ¢ in refer- So
ence to the moving blade is of much impor-
tance. As the spring e,acting through the le-

pressure of the fingers of. the operator, the
blade ¢ is drawn slightly against the station- 35
ary blade B, thus materially assisting in the
cut, whereas if the pulley was directly above
the blade this tendency would not appear.

The operation of the feed is as follows:
When the blade C is pressed down by the op- 9o
erator to detach the address on the protrud-
ing end of the gummed strip a a, the upper
end of the lever E is broughtforward and the
pawl 4 drops into a noteh in the wheel 7, and -.
as the pressure is relieved the spring acting 95 .
upon the lever- causes the rollers to turmas
the blade rises. The head 0 may be moved
on the lever and its distance from the lever’s
ivot changed, and thus regulate the amount

My experience | of feed, as required, as when the head is near 1cc
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the pivot on which the lever turns the same | gummed labels may be used in the same

motion of the blade C will cause the lever to
move through a greater are.
To operate the machine, put only a small

amount of water in the reservoir, insert the

strip of paper bearing the addresses between
the feed-rollers, and, by means of the thumb-
wheel £, feed the strip forward until the first
address extends beyond the edge of the sta-
tionary knife. By pressing the machinegently
upon the paper to be addressed a spot 1s moist-
ened by the wick, as before described. Draw
the machine back, and when the address is
directly over the spot bring the blade down,
and as the address is sheared off the broad
surface of the under side of the blade causes
the address to be pressed upon the dampened
paper. The action of thespring e causes the

blade to rise,and also actuates the feed-rolls,
as before explained.

Postage -stamps and |

manner.
Ilaving thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, 18—
In an addressing-machine of the character

desecribed, the ecombination, with the movable

catting-blade and the standard D, having the
pulley ¢, of the rollers 7 2, the bottom one of
which 1s supported upon the spring &, lever
K, having the movable head b, said head be-
ing connected with the blade C by means of
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the cord /i,a pawl and ratchetlocated on said

lever,and a spring e, connecting the lower end

of thelever with the stationary blade, all com- 35

bined and operating as described.
LESTER J. WADSWORTII.
- Withesses: |
H. K. PHELPS,
.S. I‘I. IJ-Y'NN. |
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