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1o all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, JosePH Ross THOMP-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Ponnsylvaniar have 1nvented
a certain new and useful Improvement in

- Book-Holders, of which the following is a full,
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- my invenfion,in the. two
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clear, and exact deseription.
The object of thisinvention 1sto provide a

devicefor holding open a book which is strong,

easily applied, and admits of the reacdy turn-
ing of the leaves of the book without remov-
Ing or displacing the holder. In attaining
this object I have made use of a flat piece of
spring metal, and to it have secured centrally
and at right angles to its edge a rigid finger,
which is designed to be placed upon the back
of a book, there being a shorter rigid finger
similarly disposed at each end of the spring
to overlie the open pages and hold them down.,
Iprefertoturnoutthe ends of these latter fin-

gers for three purposes—namely, first, to ad-

mit of the ready application of the device to
the leaves; second, to admit of the ready turn-
ing of the leaves, and, third, to add to the
stiffness of the spring when applied with the
turned-out portions against the leaves.

The principle of the invention will be de-
seribed first, and then the part or improve-
ment which I claim as. my invention will
be particularly pointed out and distinetly
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
1gures of which like
parts are similarly designated, Figure 1 is a

perspective showing my holder applied to a

book, and Fig. 2 is a
holder detached. S
The “spring” a(herein so called) is construct-

perspective view of the

ed of a flat piece of rather stiff spring metal, |

which may bebowed, and to the center thereof
and at right angles to its edge is secured rig-
1dly in any suitable manner—as by rivets—

a finger b of rigid substance, metal being pre-

ferred, and of flat form. To opposite ends of
the spring ¢ and projecting therefrom in the
same direction as the finger b are secured
rigidly—as by rivets—the fingers ¢ and d.
T'hese fingers are also made of flat rigid metal,
and they are considerably shorter than the
finger 0. I prefer to turn out the ends e and
J of the fingers ¢ and d.
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The operation is as follows: The most con- -

venient way to apply my holder is to bow the
spring so as to bring the fingers ¢ and d to-
ward the operator, and then place the finger
b on the back of the book and the fingers ¢
and d on opposite pages, as shown in Fig. 1,
although the device may be applied by plac-
ing, say, finger c on a page, then finger b on
the back, and then bowing the spring to bring
finger c over the opposite page. By drawing

on the leaf downwardly and inwardly in the

direction of arrow 2 the leaf may be slipped
from under finger d,turned over, and slipped
under finger ¢ in the direction of arrow 3,
without removing or displacing the holder.
The turned-out ends of fingers ¢ and d and
their inferior length relatively to the finger
b obviously greatly facilitate this operation,
as they also facilitate the application of the

holder to a book. The power of the spring to
T books is increased by

hold open very sti
turning the turned-out ends of the fingers to-
ward the leaves. |

The finger b serves, as it were, as a fulerum
for the operation of the holder.

My holder may also be used as a book-mark
when applied as in Fig. 1 and when applied
between the leaves, | |

While I prefer aspring thatisstraight from

end to end, yet I do not. limit the invention.

to a mathematically-straight piece of metal.
By the term “ flat spring” I do not mean
to exclude any spring whose sides are not

exactly parallel.
I do not limit my invention to any particu-

lar manner of supplying the spring with fin-

gers., -
o
I am aware that book holders or springsare

| now commonly made of wire bent to shape..

What I claim is—

1. A book-holder comprising a stiff flat

spring adapted to be bowed, a single central
finger projecting therefrom, and end fingers
also projecting from the spring in the same
direction as the central finger, all of the said
fingers being rigid throughout, substantially
as described.

2. A book-holder comprising a stiff flat
spring adapted to be bowed, a single central

finger projecting therefrom, and end fingers

also projecting from the spring in the same
direction as the central finger and of inferior
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length relatively to said central finger, and | fingers being rigid throughout, substantially 1o
all of the said fingers being rigid throughout, | as described.
substantially as described. p In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

3. A book -holder comprising a stiff flat ! my hand this 24th day of January, A. D. 1891,

¢ spring adapted to be bowed, a single central JOSEPH ROSS THOMPSON.

finger projecting therefrom, and end fingers | |
also projecting from the spring in the same ;| Witnesses:
direction as the central finger, the ends of said - KUGENE J. LINDSAY,

W. S. OTTINGER.

end fingers being turned out and all of said
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