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(No smcimens.)-

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK RIEGERT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Joseph, in the county of Buchanan and State
of Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Processes of Treating
Leather; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the In-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same.

This invention relates to a process of treat-
ing leather so as to renderit perfectly water-
proof; and it has for its object to expedite
such process and toimpart pliability and flexi-
bility to the leather treated, so that it may be
conveniently handled while being manufac-
tured into boots, shoes, or other articles.

In carrving out my process I take a piece
of leather, and after cleaning the same by any
known or common method, so as to render it
free of all impurities and then allowing it to
dry, I subject such leather to the action of
heat, so as to throw open as much as possible
all of the pores of the leather. I then take
dissolved rubber, known as “Brazilian gum,”

- in a liquid or semi-liquid state, and by means
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of a brush or other suitable device apply it
to the side of the leather which is intended
for the inside of the article to be manufac-
tured, and care should betaken tothoroughly

rub such dissolved rubber into the leather, |

so that the pores may befilled and absorb the
rubber. 1 then take a cloth, brush, or other
suitable article and apply fish-oil or other
suitable oil to the leather thus treated and
thoroughly rub the s

same while applying it, |

after which the leather is allowed todry,and
when dry I apply a suitable quantity of pow-

dered soapstone to the leather and rub-the 4o
same in by means of the hand, a cloth, or
other suitable article. I have found that
leather thus treated is thoroughly water-proot
and impervious to moisture, and by reason
of its being flexible and pliable it is rendered
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very convenient to handle in working it into

articles of manufacture.

I am aware that it has heretofore been pro-
posed to render leather water-proof by apply-
ing thereto a composition consisting of cot- 50
ton-seed or cod-fish oil, caoutchoue, cocoanut,
pomegranate-rind, and an aromatie, which
have been prepared and applied by a long
and tedious process, and I therefore do not
wish to be understood as claiming such com- 55
position; buf, |

Having deserlbed my invention, what I
claim 1s—

- The improved process.described of render-
ing leather pliable and water-proof, consist- 6o
ing, first,in cleaning the leather, thenallowing
the same to dry, then heating the leather so
as to open its pores, then applying dissolved
rubber or Brazilian gum in a liquid or fluid
state to the heated leather, then applying
fish-oil or other oil thereto, and finally rub-
bing powdered soapstone to the leather thus
treated substantially as specified.

In testlmony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.®
FREDERICK RIEGERT
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Witnesses: -
JOSEPH KNEAU,
ADOLPHE HENRY.
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