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To all whom ¢ may concermn: .

Be itknown that I, EUGENE PEARL, of New
York, in the county and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin Corset-Shields; and I dohereby
declare that the following is a full and exact
description thereof, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, and to the let-

ters of reference marked theleon makmg a |

part of this specification.

My invention relates to devices which are
used to prevent the breaking of thebones and
steels of corsels in the parts where they usu-
ally break, or which may be applied to corsets
after the bones and steels have broken fo re-

store their strength and shape and to prevent

the broken ends of the bones and steels from
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the partsto be protected.

tearing the under-gar ments, injuring the
body of the wearer, or otherwise causing any
discomfort. |

The object of my mventlou is to plowde
such a device which may be incorporated
with the corset in its manufacture or may.be

applied thereto subsequently or worn there-

with, and which shall conform perfectly to all
p051t10ns of the body without wrinkling, shall
not increase the size of the waist, shall be
light, dainty, durable, and inexpensive, and
will not prevent the corsets from being rolled
up, as usual,

The base of the improved shield or pro-
tector is a wire fabric adapted to be held in
place within the corset by suitable means at
ThisIhavefound to

possess the necessary or desirable qualities of

lightness, durability, resistance to the. bro- |

ken ends of corset bones and steels, and ca-
pacity to conform perfectly to the body in its
movements. Otherfeaturesareadded to pro-
duce certain other desirable results, as fully
set forth hereinafter.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
my invention, Figure 1 is & perspective view

~ of a corset having my improvement applied

45

thereto.

plication to the corset.
Fig.4 shows a pieceof the wire |

Fig. 2 1s a detall view showing the
preferred construction of the shield when
manufactured complete in itself, ready for ap-
Fig. 3 is a face view
of the same.

e

|

best adapted for use. Fig. 5 1s an inside

| fabric cut in the form which has been found so

view of a corset having the shield incor- .
porated therewith in its manufacture, thein-

ner lining being partly broken out. FKigs. 6,
7,and 3 show dlﬂferent forms in WhICh the

_shleld may be made up.

The corset A is composéd of a te_xtlle fab-
ric and substantially vertical steelsand bones

¢ ¢ in the usual manner, and to the inner

side thereof at the waist-line is applied a
piece of wire fabric B, preferably of ordinary
woven-wire fabrie of about the weight and
size of mesh of fine strainer-sieve.

In order to protect the wire fabrie, as Well
as to provide a convenient means for secur-
ing it in place, a covering C or C’ may be ap-
plled overit and 18 secur od in place by stitch-

ing, as at D.
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“When the sh1eld or plotectm is 1ntended o

to be supplied to the user for apphcatmn to
a corset, it 18 desirable that the wire fabric
cut to the proper shape should be plotected
or covered, in order to prevent any injury

either to the protector itself or to the gar-

ment or person of the wearer, which mwht
result from leaving the ends of the wires ex-

posed.
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As shown in I‘1g 2 the wire fabrie is se-
cured between two pieces C and E—a textile

fabric of a
character, sueh as stockinet.

The three plies may be secured towethel 111
any convenient manner, as by stltehmg, but.

somewhat yielding a,nd elastlc_-

&¢

preferably by the apphcatwn to the opposing. - .

faces of the covering material of an adhesive
oum, such as soft rubber, which will not only
preserve the pliability of the shield, but will
protect the wire fabricfrom therusting which

might be occasioned by the dampness inci-

dent to the use of the article.
It has been found desirable, in order to en-

able the shield to conform perfectly and with-

out wrinkling to the double curvature which
it must have when applied at the waist-line

over the hips, and to enable it at the same
time to yield slightly when the body assumes
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different positions, to have the piece of wire -

fabrie cut on the bias, as clearly represented
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in Fig. 4, and for the same reasons to employ | shape of the body at the point where it is to

for the covering-pieces some yielding and
elastic material, such as the textile fabric
known as “Stockme‘r ” or a sheet of rubber or
other equivalent material.

In some instances or for some wearers it

may be considered desirable to supplement

the broken steels or bones of the corset by

light steels or bones F, which may be secured
to the shield by stitching, asindicated in Fig.
3, or simply by being placed with the wire
fabrie between the gummed faces of the cov-
ering-fabrics C and E. These supplemental
Steels are placed vertically and impart tothe
shield an additional stiffness and resilience.

In some cases the covering material may
be applied to one side only of the wire fab-
rie, or slightly overlapping -the edge to bind
and protect the same, as shown at 1 in Kigs.
6 and 7. If the supplemental steels are em-
may be secured beneath
this overturned edge, theintention being that
the shield should be worn with the covered
side next the wearer.

In Fig. 8 is shown a shield designed to be
secured about the body of the wearer before
the corset is put on,strings being attached to
the shield for econvenience in securing it to
the body.

Krom the forefromw debemptmn it will be

apparent that the 1mp1*0ved shield will not in-

crease the size of the waist, that it will not:
interfere in the least with the rolling of the !
corset; in-small space when not in use, and that
" Long-continued tests have
shown thatitsuse wit‘h new corsets willlargely

1t will not rust.

prevent the breaking of the steels and boneb,
that its use with brohen corsets restores them
substantially to their original form; that it
absolutely prevents all injuryand dlscomfort
from broken steels and bones; that it will not
wrinkle with long use, and that its presence
causes no discomfort whatever to the wearer.
I am aware that it has been attempted to
make-a corset altogether of wire fabric with
a suttable bmdmg, but such a corset is not
practically adapted for actual use and is ex-
pensive to manufacture Iamalsoawarethat
wire fabric has been used for bosom cups or
pads, and that in some cases a wire bosom-
cup has been covered with an elastic textile
fabric. Therefore I do not seek to cover,
broadly,the use of wire fabricin the construc-
tiomof.corsets. My inventionislimited to the
production of an improved protector to be ap-

plied inside the waist-line of a corset made |

~with steels or bones 1n the usual manner for

60

the purpose of preventingthe breaking of such
steels and of preventing injury to the wearer
of a-corset having broken steels. Iurther-

“more, I am aware thatprotectors, for use with

the ordinary corsets have been made of text-

“ile fabric alone, of textile fabrie with steels

metal, &e., 3

inserted, and of a more or less stiff sheet of
various 111&‘[@1131 such as celluloid, horn,

be applied.

vhmh must be molded to the |

However, owing to the tact that
a protector at the waist must have a curva-
ture on both the vertical and the horizontal
axis it is inevitable that a protector made of
textile fabric alone or of textile fabric with

steels must wrinkle after a few days’ wear and

will then become exceedingly uncomfortable
tothe wearer. Again,ifit hassufficient body
to give adequate protection againstinjury by
the ends of broken steels, it takes up much
room within the corset and is stiff, clumsy, and
awkward. The protector, which 1s molded
from 'a sheet of celluloid, horn, metal, or

other similar material, is thin and light and

takes up little room within the corset, but by
reason of the double curvature whichit must
have to fit the body it becomes in use a rigid
plate and will not yield with the body in its
various movements. DBeing cognizant of all

these different protectorsand of their defects,

I have sought to produce a shield or pro-
tector Whlch shall be thin, light, and thor-
oughly efficient, and at the same time shall
conform itself to the shape of the body, shall

| yield with every movement notwithstanding

its double curvature, and shall remain .‘—;Llways
smooth-and free from wrinkles. After many
and long-continued experimentsI have found
that all 01 these requirements are met fully

by the protector herein described and claimed.

I have found, further, that the best results
are obtained when the several pliesare united

firmly to each other throughout their adja-

cent surfaces, and this can be done without
interfering with the pliability of the shield
and its capacity to adapt itself to everyshape
and movement, not by sewing the plies to-

gether, but only by securing them by an ad-

heswe o,
I elmm as my invention—

. The combination, with a corset composed
of a, textile fabric .:md steels or bones, of a
shield secured inside thereof at the waist-
line, said shield consisting of a piece-of woven-
wire fabrie cut bias and a coveringof elastic
textile material, substantially as shown and
descmbed
- 2. A shield forcorsets, composed of a piece
0f wm en-wire fabrie cut bias and a covering
of yielding elastic textilefabricsecured Lhere-
to and adapted to be securedinside the waist-

line of the corset, substantially as shown and
deseribed.

)

3. A shield for corsets, composed of a piece

of woven-wire fabrie cut bias, vertical steels,

and a covering of textile fabric all secured
together, substantially as shown and de-
saribed. |

4. Ashield for corsets, composed of a plece
of woven-wire fabric and a covering of yield-
g elastic textile fabrie upon 0pp0==1te sides
of Lhe wire fabric, the opposing faces being
united by an adhesive waterproof gum, sub-—
stantially as shown and desecribed.

5. A shield for corsefs, composed of a piece
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of woven-wire fabric cut bias, vertical steels, | name to this specification-in the presence of
and two pieces of yielding textile fabrie ; two subsecribing witnesses. _
united face to face, with the wire fabricand | ' P .
steels between them, by an adhesive water- - EUGENE PB‘ARL
5 proof gum, substantially as shown and de- Witnesses: -
- seribed. o o A. N. JESBERA, .
In testimony whereof I have signed my | A. WIDDER.
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