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To all whom it may concerwn:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH ABRAMSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of New York, in the county and State of

¢ New York, have invented certain new and

IO

useful Improvements in Interior Art Decora-

tions, of which the following is a full, clear, |

and exaet description, which will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to whichit appertains to
make and use the same., |

My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings and specifically pointed

 out in the claims. ‘

I5

Like letters of reference indicate similar
parts on each figure of the drawings.

My invention relates to that class of inte-

rior finish for surfaces of walls and cellings,

made in panels, each adapted to be engaged
with an adjoining one, so as to form a con-

20 tinuous ornamental covering that may be
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easily applied and removed in whole or in
part, as occasion may require.
- It consists in a series of quadrangular pan-
els and multiples thereof so constructed asto
be securely fastened together by intermesh-
ing of their juxtaposing ‘edges, the several
conjoined panels being maintained flatly in
position by a locking device, as hereinatter
pointed out. | | S S

In the drawings, Figures 1 to 13, inclusive,

are face views of the series of -panels, show-

ing all the kinds of panels required to cover
a ceiling and walls down to the dadoor wains-
coting. Tig.lrepresentsa panel fora corner
having two of its edges at right angles to each
other beveled, its opposite edges being con-
tinuously grooved midway of the thickness
of the panel. = Fig.2representsa panel having
oneedge beveled and two edges continuously
orooved midway of the thickness of the de-
vice, one edge having an outwardly-extend-
ing tongue adapted to takeinto grooveshown
in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a similar view showing
a panel with one edge finished straight at
right angles to the face plane, one edge bev-
eled, the opposite edge grooved, the same as
shown in Figs.1 and 2, and one edge finished
with a tongue similar to like construction
shownin Fig.2. Fig.4representsa panel with

ures.

|
|

ness, and one edge provided with outwardly-
protruding tongue midway of its width and
reaching the extreme length of said edge.

Fig. 5 represents a panel having two edges 55
each provided with a tongue midway of its
thicknessextending outwardly therefrom,and
two edges each provided with a groove similar
to the grooves in the previously-described fig-

extending tongues located in the same posi-
tion as in Fig. 5,the loweredge being straight
at right angles to the surface plane of the de-

| viceand one edge provided with a groove simi-
I'ig. 7repre- 65

lar to those on the other figures.
sents a panel with one edge beveled, one edge
provided with a tongue, one rabbet edge, and
one grooved edge. Ifig.31sa similar view of &
panelhavingstraightedgeatrightanglestothe

surface plane and two edges having tongues 7o
| similar to those on the other panels,one edge

being beveled. Fig. 9representsa panel hav-
ing its edges respectively finished with one
rabbet, one groove,one tongue, and one bevel.

Fig. 10 shows a panel with bevels at two 75

edges at right angles to each other, one edge -
provided with an extending tongue and one
edge having lengthwise groove. Fig. 11
shows a panel with one edge beveled and two

edges each provided with an outwardly-ex- 8o

tending tongue, one edge belng grooved
lengthwise. Fig. 12 represents a panel, two
edges each beveled, and two edges each sup-
plied with extending tongue.. Fig.13isaview

of thelocking-panel. Ithastwoedgesbeveled, 85

two edges rabbeted, and is provided with a
spring-controlled hinged trap adapted to be
opened for operation of swinging bolts on the
inner side of the panel. Fig. 14 is a rear

view of Fig. 13,showing the bolts in position go

for locking purposes. Fig. 15 is a similar

view showing the bolts withdrawn. Fig. 16

represents a portion of a wall or ceiling
supplied with- furring-strips and overlying

i grooved bars in position for reception of pan- 95

els. Fig. 17 is an enlarged detail view of two
furring-strips across which isasingle grooved
locking-bar. Fig. 18 is a like view showing

| a locking T-bolt within the groove of the
Fig. 19 is a side elevation of oo
to oneedge beveled, two edges each continuously | one of the locking-bolts. Iig. 20 is a

locking-bar.
per-

- groovedtheirfulllengthmidwayof theirthick- spective view of locking-bolt shown in Fig.

Fig, 6 represents a base-panel having 6c¢
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19 attached to base-plate. Tig. 21represents | decoration being herein claimed or deseribed,

a wall or celling partly covered with panels,
illustrating the method of covering the whole
surface according to my invention. Fig, 22
is a face view of a wall or ceiling entirely
covered with panels according to my inven-
tion.
pletely covered with panels according to my
Iinvention. Iig. 24 is a rear view of one of
the panels having attached thereto a T-bolt
adapted to slide within groove of the lock-
ing-bar. |

In various figures a part of each face is
broken away to show grooves in the edges of
the panel. In some panels grooves are in-
dicated by dotted lines. Each panel is pro-
vided with edges to intermesh with panels
brought into juxtaposition therewith.

In the drawings, A is the bevel edge, which
makes a miter to make a miter-joint at the

junction of one wall with another or with the

ceiling.
A’ is a plain flat edge at the lower end of
base-panels; B, furring-strips.

T is atongue; T/, rabbeted edge; G, groove,

which runs continuously the full length of
some of the panels, midway of the thickness
thereof, adapted fo receive tongue T of an
adjacent panel.

O is a trap covering opening ¢/, adjusted

to locking-panel 13, hinged thereto; N N,

turning-bolts pivotally connected to the un-
der side of said panel, which secure said panel
In place. Thistrap is hinged to the inside of
sald panel and closes antomatically by means
of colledspringm,adjusted betweenthehinges.
(See Figs. 14 and 15.) Twooperating-cords are
attached toeachbolt N. Saidcordsare passed
through staples 3, each cord being provided
with a ring, as 1 2. T'o turn the bolts, so that

they may be moved from the position shown-
“in Kig. 14 tothat shown in Kig. 15, the trapis
forced inwardly, the hand inserted, and ring 1
~grasped and pulled toward the trap, which

will unlock the panel and allow it to be with-
drawn. Conversely,when itis desired to turn
the bolts from the position shown in Ifig. 15

“to thatshownin Fig. 14, ring 2 is grasped, and’
thecord pulled toward the trap, thereby lock-

ing the panel to panels adjacent to the two

‘abbeted edges 1", _

- are strips made of wood or metal having
a central T-shaped groove S’ running the full
length thereof, as plainly shown in Figs. 17
and 18. | |

s are T-shaped bolts adjusted to base-
plates L, which plates are in practice screwed
or otherwise connected at the rear of each
panel, except the final locking one 13. Said
bolts s take into the T -shaped groove of
strips 5 and are adapted to be slid recipro-
cally therein. |

The panels are shown with smooth plain
surfaces; but they may be carved or orna-
mented by terra-cotta, metal, enamel, or in
any desired manner, so as to constitute given
design or designs, no gpecial style of outer

Fig. 23 is a rear view of a wall com-

as it is manifest that the same may be of mani-
fold character, as taste or convenience may
dictate. | o |

Figs. 1 to 13, inclusive, are face views of
the complete series of panels required to cover

a celling and plain walls down to the dado or

wainscoting, it being understood that any
given area can be covered by increasing the
number of panels, except the four cornerones,
which, as before deseribed, are constructed
with outer edges that compose miter-joints.
Thus in Fig. 23 is shown a covered surface
having duplicate panels intermediate of the
cornerones,whichduplicates can beincreased.
If there were no additional panels, there would
be but nine of equal dimensions, making in
connection a perfect square; but instead of
square panels they may be parallelograms of
any desired size and proportion.

As further illustrating the invention, I will

describe the lining of a rectangular room and

ceilling by ecombination of panels 1 to 13, in-
clusive. The walls and ceiling are first pre-
pared by having strips of furring B securely
attached thereto at distances apart of about
two feet, more or less, to conform to size and
weight of panels. Upon and across this fur-

ring and at right angles thereto are secured

by screws, as shown in Fig. 17, 'or by nails or
pegs, a series of wooden or metallie strips S,
having central T-shaped grooves S’running
the full length thereof from end to end, as
clearlyshown in Figs.2land23. Saidstripsare
placed at uniform distancesapart equal tothe
distance from-center to center of two contigu-
ous panels. (SeeIig.21.) Onreference to said
figure it will be seen that the last row of panels
1s built up in direction atright anglesto the re-
mainder. 'This figure representsa wall show-
ing three vertical strips of furring and three
shortertransversestrips. Acrossthe first three
are represented three grooved strips S. Con-
versely, upon the shorter furring is a single
vertical strip 5, which extends upwardly toa
point that leaves an unobstructed opening
for adjustment of locking-panel 13. The
first series of panels are slid laterally along
the respective strips S, the first rows—say
panels 1 2 3—being propelled until their bev-
cled edges reach the angles of the conjoining
wall, it being understood that as many panels
as necessary may be introduced intermedi-
ately of the upper andlower ones. These pan-
els are followed with others whose tongues
or grooves, as the case may be, intermesh with
grooves or tongues on the juxtaposing edges
of thenextadjoining panels. In eachof these
additional series the top panel is providead
with an oblique or beveled upper edge to
form a miter with ceiling-panels, and the low-
ermost one of each row has a straight edge
that rests on the floor, dado, wainscoting,
or base-board of a room. Having thus ad-

Justed a series of panels by sliding them 1at-
erally, as deseribed and illustrated, a space
for reception of a

is left (see I'igs. 21 and 22)
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row of panels that are in like manner slid
vertically downward upon the single upright

~ arooved bar S, which is thus filled up its full

10

- 20

25

30

length, leaving an opening for locking-panel
13, which, with itsrabbeted edge, is laid flatly
in position. Thetrap isthen opened,the hand
inserted, and rings 1 2 (see Figs.14 and 15)
are pulled, whereby the locking - bolts are

turned into the position shown in Fig. 14,0ne"

end of eachbolt taking under respectiveadja-

‘cent panels, grasping them on their undersur-

face, one vertically and one transversely. To
removethis panel, the trapisoperatedin a like

manner, the rings 1 2 grasped, and the bolts

turned into position shown in Fig. 19, en-
abling the panel 13 to be withdrawn, and each
other in succession can be removed, as will
be readily understood. The panel 10 is the
first one laid on the ceiling.
12 are also solely used on the ceiling.

It will be seen from the foregoing descrip-

tion that one style of panels, whether plain
or ornamental, may be taken out and others
substituted therefor. Thus the decoration of

a room, which frequently is monotonous, may

be varied from time to time. Again, if any

‘special place should become damaged, the par-

ticular covering-panel may be removed and

a perfect one introduced in its place. If the
panels are richly ornamented, they can dur-

ing absence of the proprietor of a dwelling be
wholly removed, packed safely away, and

 easily readjusted without impairing any part

35

40

45
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of the structure of a building. Frequently
it is necessary to inspect walls by reason of
dampness and to insert or repair lines of
electric wires, heating-tubes, plumbing, or
gas-pipe. Itwillbemanifestthatmyinvention
provides ready means for such examination
and repairing. Moreover, the space interven-

ing rearwardly of the panels composes a

chamber or open way for conduit of such
wires and pipes that are adjuncts of modern
dwellings. |
Another very important feature and tunc-
tion of my invention is that dampness and
moisture, that frequently permeate and per-
colate through ordinary walls, especially

brick ones, and thereby deface ordinary pa-

per, stucco, frescoing, and the like, canneot at-
fect the interiors supplied with my invention.
All atmospheric sweating is avoided, for if
any moisture or dampness should pass in-
wardly from the outer side of the wall of a
room its progress will be arrested by the open
space intervening between the rear of the
panels and the innersurfaceof the main wall.

“When decorations are placed interiorly

“in the usual manner, the materials used for

foundations are placed on top of each other,
constituting a homogeneous mass, otten, by
chemical action, dampness, or interior or ex-
terior change of atmosphere and tempera-
ture, defacing colors and otherwise affecting
surface ornamentation. This is a serious de-

Panels 11 and

| fect, especially where delieate tints are nsed,

or with gilt or metal, when used as elements
of a given design.
ployment of myinvention, where the respect-
ive panels are not in direct contact with the
plaster or other surface of the main wall or

3

All this isavoided by em-

70

ceiling. It is also apparent that the open -

space appearing back of the panels forms a
ventilating -chamber where gas, dampness,
and vapors will volatilize and evaporate, and
there can be no risk of their passing through

75

the panels to stain or deface the ornamented

surface thereof.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States of America, is—

1. Thewithin-describedinterior decorating

device, consisting of removable panels hav-

ing edges respectively grooved, tongued, and
suitably constructed to intermesh at adjacent
edges when brought into juxtaposition, one
series having beveled edges to form miters at
meeting angles of an apartment, one series
forming the lowermost row, having their
lower edges in a straight line, all in combi-

nation with a locking-panel provided with a
spring-operated trap, said panel having piv-

oted bolts adapted to be moved laterally and
vertically below the next adjoining panels, as

and for the purpose intended, substantially

as described. _
- 2, Thewithin-deseribed devices for interior
decorations, consisting of a series of furring-

80',

90 .

95

bars firmly adjusted to apartment walls and

ceilings, a series of continuously -grooved
strips S, connected to said furring at right
angles thereto, a series of adjustable panels
havingrearwardly-projecting T-boltsadapted
to slide reciprocatingly within grooves of the
strips S, and locking-panel 13, all arranged as
described, whereby an open compartment
will be formed intermediate of the rear of
said panels and the inner surface of the wall
and ceiling of an apartment, as and for the
purpose intended, substantially as described.

3. A series of removable panels adjustable
as set forth, rows of which have beveled

jele

105

110

edges adapted to be brought into alignment 1

when adjusted in place, and, in conjunction

with others similarly constructed, composing

miter-joints, others of the series having flat
straight edges that compose a continuous

right line when brought into juxtaposition
and interlocked in the manner setforth, each

of said panels provided with a rearwardly-
projecting T-bolt adapted to take into a co-
incident groove on strips S, all in combiﬁfa;

115

120

tion with locking-panel 13, as and for the °

purpose intended, substantially as described.

Signed at thecity,county, and State of New

York, this 5th day of August, 1890,
a JOSEPH ABRAMSON.
Witnesses: -
JULIUS BLLUMBERG,

JAMES W. CARROLL.
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