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Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, RALPH A. WOODING, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ken-
sington, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Buckle-Shields,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
buckle-shields, and has for its object to pro-
vide an article of this class which shall be

easily adjustable, securely held in place

~agalnst working up and down, be adapted to

fit closely over the buckle without having its
edges ride the same, and which shall be light
and neat in appearance. o
Referring to the drawings, Figure 1is a plan
view of my shield. Fig. 2is a plan of the

same as applied over a buckle in suitable

straps.  IKig. 3 is a central longitudinal sec-
tion of the same, and Fig. 4 is a longitudinal
section of my shield, showing a slight modifi-
cation in attaching the loop. -

A designates the body of the shield, which
may be of any desired shape or size, one end
of which has a slot @ cut in the body of the
metal, so as to leave an integral rim ¢ at the
end outside of said slot, and the other end is
furnished with a loop b, hinged thereto by an
eve d at its end, within which eye the loop is
held. I preferto form the slotted end of the
shield of & rounded contour and to make the
slot ¢ in the form of a crescent with its back
toward the rim ¢,as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. I
alsc offset the rim ¢ at its opposite ends near

‘the junection of said rim with the body of the

shield, so as to bring the major portion of said
rim into a plane that is substantially parallel
to the body of the shield, but inside of said
body a distance about equal to the thickness
of the strap, as most clearly shown in Fig. 3.

In using this shield the strap B is passed
through the loop b, engages the buekle C in
the ordinary manner, passes through the slot
¢ from the inside of the shield over the rim
¢, and, lastly, it is slipped into its retaining-
loop D on the strap E, to which the bueckle is

secured, and the shield is thus made to cover
the buckle closely, while its rim lies flatly be- |
The hinged loop & will

tween the straps.
stand nearly at right angles to the body of
the shield and permit said shield to be suffi-
ciently raised above the buckle. The inte-
gral rim ¢ is held firmly between the end of
the strap B, that passes through the loop D,

thereby holding the shield firmly against
working up and down, orlongitudinally on the
strap. In some cases it may be desirable to

form the eye d for the attachment of the loop

b on a separate plate F instead of on the end
of the body A of the shield, and then subse-
quently secure said plate to the under side
of said body, near its end, by any suitable
means—as, for instance, a rivet or rivets e,
as shown in Fig. 4. o

It will be seen that the only portion of the

shield which can bear against the horse isthe

hinged loop 6, so that all liability of chafing
the skin of the horse, as is the case with a
buckle-shield having only rigid eyes or loops,
i1s obviated. It is also evident that my shield
18 more easily adjusted and will fit more

closely to the buckle than a rigid shield, and

at the same time it will not work or move lon-
gitudinally in use under the motion of the

horse, as will a shield wilth a hinged loop at

each end. I am aware that prior to my in-
vention buckle-shields have been employed
consisting of a rigid plate with both of its

ends slotted, and the same is hereby dis-
claimed; and also, that an application for a

patent showing and claiming a shield con-

sisting of a plate with a hinged loop at each

end was filed and patented prior to the filing
of this specification, but not prior to the com-
pletion of my present invention.

I claim as my invention—-

| and the strap E, t{) which said lodp is attached, 55

60

70

75

1. The herein-described buckle-shield, con- -

sisting of a plate A, having at one end a
hinged extension or loop b and at the other
end a slot a cut in the body of the metal, and

o rigid or integral rim ¢ at the end outside of

l

sald slot, substantially as and forthe purpose
set forth. |

2. The herein-described buckle-shield, con-
sisting of a plate ‘A, having at one end a
hinged loop b and at the other end a perfora-
tion a, and metal rim ¢ outside said perfora-
tion, sald rim being offset atits opposite ends
near the junction of raid rim and body, while
its main portion is substantially parallel to
the body of said shield, substantially as de-
scribed, and for the purpose specified.

RALPH A. WOODING.
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WILLIS H. UPSON,
CHAS. G. PHILLIPS.
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