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~ Application filed June 6, 1891,

Serial No, 39 5, 359, (No mndél.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK. A. BLACKMON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
I'redonia, in the county of Chautauqua and
state of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvementsin Baskets, of which the
following is a specification. |

This invention relates more particularly to
fruit-baskets in which grapes and other deli-
cate and perishable fruit are packed for ship-
ment, | |

1'he object of my invention is to construet
a basket which will be light, strong, and dura-
ble, and which can be produced at compara-
tively small cost. |

In the accompanying drawings, consisting
of two sheets, Figure 1 represents a perspec-
tive view of my improved basket.  Fig. 2isa
plan view of a blank from which the body of
the basket is formed. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of a partly-finished basket. Fig. 4 is a

longitudinal vertical section of the basket.

Fig. 5 is a bottom plan view of the basket.

Fig. 6 is a vertical cross-section thereof. Fi o, |

7 1s a fragmentary perspective view on an en-
larged scale, showing the ends of the strip
forming the handle of the basket. Fig. Sisa
fragmentary cross-section on an enlarged
scale, showing the fastening at the ends of
the basket. - -

Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several figures. | |

A represents a single blank or piece of thin

‘board, preferably paper-board or straw-board,

which is eut to the proper size to form the
bottom, sides, and ends of the basket. The
blank A is provided at each end with two
slits ¢, which extend inwardly a sufficient
distance to form the end flaps of the basket.
The blank A isplaced upon a block or former
of the shape of the basket to he formed, and
theend flapsa’ between the slits are bent up-
wardly against the sides of the block on the

dotted lines a? and the side flaps b b are bent

upwardly against thesides of the block on the
dotted lines b’ b’ to form the sidesof the basket.
T'he end portions c ¢ of the side flaps are then
bent inwardly on the dotted lines ¢’ ¢’ and

lapped over the end flaps ¢’ to complete the

ends of the basket., Each end of the basket:

1s composed of an upturned end flap and two

i

- of the basket.

inwardly-bent side flaps forming threethick-
nesses or layers, which are secured together

by staples d, driven from the outside th rough
the several flaps and clinched on the inner s:

side of the basket. .

- & represents a metal band or rim secured

to the top or upper edge of the basket and
bent over the inner and outer edges of the
basket. The band or rim E is secured to the 6o
basket by erimping, indenting, or punecturing

‘the lower edges of the rim, sothat the metal

willslightly penetrate the board. Therim or
binding E secures the upper edges of the flaps
forming the ends and sides of the basket to- 65
gether and holdsthesides and ends of the bas-
ketfrom sagging or bending out of shape. The
bodyofthebasketmaybefurtherstrengthened
by metal bands or straps I and G, which ex-

tend transversely and longitudinally across 7o
the bottom of the basket and vertically on the

sides and ends of the basket and are secured
to the sides and ends of the basket by spursor
prongs ¢, inserted through the board and
clinched on the inner side. The spurs are 75
formed inthemetalstrips by cuttingorstamp-
ing V-shaped slits in the strips and bending
up the metal between the slits.

~ II represents the handle of basket, which is
formed of a single strip of sheet metal ex- 8o
tending from the under side of the bottom of
the basket along the sides and over the top
The sides of the handle are
provided with spurs /., which are inserted
through openings or slits formed in the sides 8j
of the basket and through the metal binding

E, and the points or ends of the spurs are
clinched or bent against the inner sides of the
basket. Theends of the handle extend down-
wardly on bhoth sides of the basket and are go
bentinwardly under the bottom of the basket.
The ends of the strip forming the handle
overlap each other on the under side of the
bottom of the basket and are secured together

by a spur 2/, formed on one of the ends and g5
inserted through a slot 72 formed on the other
end of tke strip and through the bottom of
the basket, its point or inner end being bent
or clinched on the inner side of the bottom.
The spurs 2 /' are formed similar to the spurs reo
g and form a simple and secure means for
fastening the handle to the basket. By ex-
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tending the ends of the handle around the
sides and bottom of the basket the body of
the basket is further strengthened and the
handle is securely and fir mly fastened to the
basket.

1 represents a groove or recess formed in
each side of the ha,ndle to receive the edges
of the cover J, which rests upon the top rim or
band Eof the basket The grooves or recesses
rareformed bybendingorcorrugating thestrip
of metal forming the handle as shown in Figs.
1 and 6. The cover J is preferably formed
from a sheet of paper-board or straw-board
and is provided with a strengthening band
or strip of sheet metal %, e‘;tendmn' lonn*ltuch-
nally across the cover and secmed thereto by
spurs k', projecting through the cover and

clinched on the opposite Slde of the cover.

The ends of the strip of metal & project be-
yond the ends of the basket and are prefer-
ably bent downwardly and provided with
slots /2,

passed through the slots %4* of the cover and

bent downwaldly against the ends of the
| cesses or grooves in the handle and provided

tat its opposite ends with slots adapted to re-

basket, as shown in Fws 1 and 4, whereby
the cover is firmly attached to the basket.

The sides and cover of the basket may be
provided with a number of openings or air-
passages /.

I claim as my invention—

1. A basket having its bottom, sides, and
ends formed from a smﬂle blank of thin board

~ and provided with a -met&l band or rim fitting

33

over the top or upper edge of the basket and
bent downwardly against the innerand outer

The ends of the metal band G are |

466,917

edges of the basket and secured in place by
crimping or indenting the metal into the
board, substantially as set forth.
-2 A basket having its bottom, sides, and
encs formed from a single blank of thin board
and having a metal handle extending over
the top of the basket downwardly on both
sides and having its lower ends joined to-
ogether and secured to the bottom of the
basl{et substantially as set forth. |

3. The combination, with a basket havinga
removable cover, of a metal handle extendmfv
over the top of the basket downwardly on
both sides and having its lower ends joined
together and secured to the bottom of the

| basket and provided on opposite sides above

the top or upper edge of the basket with re-
Cesses Or grooves adapted to reeelve and hold
the cover, subst‘mtlally as set forth.

4. Thecombination, with a basket provided
with a metal strip or band secured to the bot-
tfom and ends of the basket and a metalhan-
dle provided on opposite sides with a groove
or recess, of a cover adapted to fit in the re-

ceive the ends of the metal strip secured to
the ends of the basket substantially as set
forth.
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Witness my hand this 22d dayof May,1891. 65

FRANK. A. BLACKMON.,
Witnesses:
NATHANIEL W. FARRAND,
FTARRISON PARKER.
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