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To all whowm it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ALANSON II. REED, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and nseful
Improvements in Pin-Blocksor Wrest-Planks
for Pianos; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which my invention ap-

pertains to make and use the same, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification.

This invention relates to the pin-block or
wrest-plank of pianos that carry the tuning-
pins or other devices for the piano-strings.

The object of the present improvement is
to provide an improved construction of sueh
pin-blocksor wrest-planks embodyingthevery
requisite features of great rigidity to resist
flexure or springing by the strain of the piano-
strings, combined with compactness and light-
nessof structure. I attain such object by the
construction and arrangement of parts ilius-
trated in the accompanying drawings, In
which— =~ -

Figure 1 is a plan view of a pin-block or
wrest-plank embodying my presentinvention;
Fig. 2, a cross-section thereof at line x x.

Similar nuimerals of reference indicate like

parts in both views.

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the
main body or wooden portion of the wrest-
plank or pin-block that carries the tuning-
ins 2 or other tuning devices, and 2 the arch-
shaped metal stiffening-brace for the same
extending along the under surface of wrest-
plank and having end webs or flanges 4, that
engage the ends of the plank, as shown.

In my preferred construction the under sur-
face of the wrest-plank will be cut away to
fit the curved top or arched member 4 ot the
brace, and it is preferable to make the sald
brace of a width equal to the plank, with 1ts
lower web 5 or surface plane,so as to readily
fit and bear along its whole length against the

string-plate or other portion of the piano by
which it is supported.

The metal used in forming the brace 2 may
be either any suitable cast metal or a suitable
wrought metal pressed or forged into the de-
sired shape, preferably by pressure between
suitable dies.

While the particular form of metal brace-
piece 2 shown in the drawings is my pre-
ferred construction, yet any other well-known
and approved strength and rigidity impart-
ing form of the brace-piece may be employed
instead without departing from the spirit ot
iny present invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my said inven-
tion, what I claim as new, and desire to Se-
cure by Letters Patent, 1s—

. 1. A wrest-plank for pianos, comprising &
main wooden body carrying the tuning de-

vices and an arched metal brace attached to

the under side of said wooden body,substan-
tially as described.

9, A wrest-plank for pianos, comprising a
main wooden body earrying the tuning de-
vices and an arched metal brace, the lower
face of which is plane and its upper face
arched, the under face of the plank being cut
away to rest against said arched face of the
brace, substantially as set forth.

3. A wrest-plank for pianos, comprising a
main wooden body carrying the tuning de-
vices and an arched metal brace attached to
the under side of said wooden body and pro-
vided with end webs or flanges, against which
the ends of the plank abut, substantially as
set forth.

4. As an improved article of manufacture,
an arch-formed brace for piano wrest-planks
of pressed wrought metal, substantially as set
forth. -

In testimony whereof witness my hand this
3d day of February, 1591.

ALANSON IL. REED.

In presence of—

ROBERT BURNS,
GEO. . ARTHUR.
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