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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PAUL FIRMIN RACHAL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Fort
Jesup, in the parish of Sabine and St&te of
Louisiana, have invented a new and useful
Whiffletree, of which the followmw 1S a speci-
fieation.

The invention relates to 1mp10vements in

-' whiffletrees.
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The object of the present invéntion is to
simplify and improve the means for attach-
ing traces to a whiffletree, to enable the traces
to be quickly released and secured to facili-
tate harnessing, and to prevent accident to a

vehicle and its occupantsin case of arunaway.
The invention consists in the construction

“and novel combination and arrangement of
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view of an end of a W’hl

parts hereinafter fully described, 1llustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a per spective
letree constructed in
accordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a
longitudinal sectional view of the same, the
whlfﬂetree hook and the locknw-lever not

being sectioned. Fw ois a Slmll&r view, the

lockmn*-levex being shown i in pomtlon for re-
leasmﬂ' the whlfﬂetree hook.

Referrmﬂ' to the accompanying drawings,
1 deswnates a whif
fur(,ated and adapted to receive the shank 3
of a whiffletree-hook 4, which is secured in
the recess or bifurcation by a locking-lever 5.

~ The locking-lever 5 is provided with an en-

35

40

largement or head 6, which is eccentrically
plv oted in the bifurcation and forms a cam
to engage the curved recess 7 in the side edge
of theshank 3 of the whiffletree-hook 4. The
whiffletree-hook has its shank provided with
recesses 7 and 8, the former of which is en-
gaged by the lever and the latter conforms
to the curved wall 9 of the bifurcation. By

this construction the shank is provided with
an enlarged end and a narrow portion or neck,
which is c]a,mped and the enlarged end pre-
vents the withdrawal of the Shank and the
strain on the whiffietree-hook is part1a11v eX-
erted on the head of the lockmn'—lever whlch

letree having its end 2 b1- |

locked. When the lever is locked, it lies

| prevents the latter becommo* acmdentally un- '
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against the whiffletree and parallel theremth |

and may be readily separated. therefrom to

carry the cam or head out of engagement with
the recess 7 to release the whi- ﬂetree hook.
.The enlargement or head 6 is arranged at

55

right angles to lever 5 and has its outer edge

5lsfrht]y concaved and its inner edge convexly

curved similar to one side of a heart and the
head is pivoted near its outer end.

It will readily be seen that the whiffletree.
hook can be readily secured to the whiffletree

and released therefrom, thereby enabling a

horse to be readily detaehed to prevent acci-

dent to a vehiecle or its occupants and to fa-

cilitate hitching and unhitching,

whiffletree- hoo]{ and locking-lever can be

readily arranged at either end of awhiffletree

without dmnn'mn* the construction.
What I cla,lm is—

1. The combination of a whlfﬂetree having

1tsend bifurcated, an independent whlfﬂetlee-
hook fitting in the bifurcation and being en-
tirely removable therefrom when not in use,

and a lever pivoted in the bifurcation and
detachably securing the whiffletree-hook to
the whiffletree, subbtdntmlly as descmbed

2. The comblnatwn of a whif

curved wall, the independent whifletree-hoolk

entirely remov&ble from the whiffletree when

not in use and having its shank provided
with the curved recesses 7 and 8, and the
locking-lever provided with an enlarﬂ'ement
or head eccentrlcally pivoted in the blfllrca-
tionandhavingitsinneredge convexlycurved
and forming a cam engaging the recess 7 and
detac’tmbly securing the Whlfﬂetree hook to
the whitfietree, substantlal]y as described.

In testlmony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my swnatu re in
presence of two witnesses. o

PAUL FIRMIN RACHAL.
Witnesses: | '- |
WM. H. BARBEE,

AMOS L PONDER

and the

letree having
1ts ends bifurcated and provided with the
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