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To all whom it may concermn:
BeitknownthatI, CHARLES A. GILDEMEYER,
a citizen of the Umted States, and a 1e31dent

of Haddonfield, Camden eounty New Jersey, |

have invented celtam Improvements in Bill
or Letter Files, of which the following is a
specification.

The object of my invention is to eonst1 uct a
letter or bill file in which the punch for punect-
uring the papers to be filed is carried by the
head of the file in a compact form, as fully de-
seribed hereinafter, reference bein o had to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved let-
te1 file. Fig. 2 1s a sectional view on the line

2,Fig. 1 showin gthe punch and hooks closed.
I‘w 31s a view showing the punch and hooks

open and ready to punctme the papers; and

Fig. 4 1s a view of a modification.

A is the back-boar d carrying the fixed por-
tion B of the file proper. This fixed portionis
secured to the board by screws or other means.
Hinged to the portion B is .a lever portion D,
a 10 b acting as the hinged pintle. The pox-
tion D has an extension D’ in which is an eye
d, by which the device is hunn' up. Atthesame

131[116 this extension is used as a handle for the

punch described hereinafter.

The board A is cut away under the portion
D to allow it to have free movement from the
position shown in Flﬂ‘ 2 to the position shown
in Fig. 3.

Pwoted to the handle D’ is a locking- level
The innerarm e’ of
this lever rests upon a plate a on the under
side of the board A. A spring ctends to keep
the lever upon the board A pressing the lever
in the direction of the arrow Fig.2. Whenit
is required to drop the pmtmn D, either for
punching the paper or slipping the paper on

or off the hooks, the long arm of the lever is

raised allowing the lever to clear the pla,tea,,

* and to be moved to the position shown in Fig. 3.

45

50

Carried by the fixed portion B are two hooks

I‘ I, curved at their outer ends and terminat-

ing prefera,bly on a line drawn from the pivot-
rod b, as shown in Fig. 2.

Projecting from the pweted section D are
tworods K, which are bent at their outerends,
as shown in the drawings. Thus when the de-
vice 18 closed, as shown in Fig. 2, the hooks and
rods form two loops.

B

I

Situated preferably on the liné of the two
hooks If I and between the hooks and bars F’
are the punches H, the fixed arm H’ of the
punch forming peu't of or secured to the plate
B, the movable arm H? being secured to the
portion D. In the fixed p01t10n H’ is an ori-
fice 7, and carried preferably by a spring I,
which r ests against the portion H? is the punch
proper 7’.
around the pivot- rod b, and preferably into the
body of the board, as shown i 1n I'tg. 2, and then
up against the inner side of the ﬁ:&ed portion
H’, it being punctured at® for the passage of

2y
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This spring I extends down and

the puneh and carried also by the spring Ile |

a spring-plate I’, through which the punch 7’
extends. This plate acts as a clearer for the
punch. Stopsj may be placed either on the
spring I, as shown, or on the projections H' 2,
to limit the distance the paper is to e"ttend
imto the punch. |

In Fig. 4 I have shown a modification of the
punch, the punch proper being carried by the
portion H? and the sprme-plate I” attached to
the portion H’. In some instances where a
cheap punch is desired I may use this form;
but I prefer in all cases where practical to use
the form shown in Fig. 2.
per 1s to be slipped upon the hooks the lever

-portion D is moved to the position shown in

Fig. 3, the paper slipped in between the jaws

of Lhe punch, the lever D is then moved up

to the position shown in Fig.2, thus punctur-
ing the paperat the pointrequir ed after which

| the paper is withdrawn and Shpped upon the

hooks F . The continuation of the hooks I
I by the rods I" is to allow the examination
of papers on the file by simply slipping the
top papers over on the rods F/, after which the
paper required can bereadily examined or re-
moved by depressing the hinged portion D
and separating the bars from the hooks.
I claim as my invention—

The combination, in a letter-file, of the
ﬁxed portion, hooks thereon for the reception
of the papers to be filed, the hinged portion,
punches for punching the papers arranged

| above the hinged portion, the fixed jaws of

sald punches bemﬂ' held by the fixed portion
B, and the movable Jaws of the punches being
a,etuated by the movable portion D, substen-
tially as and for the purpose described.

2. The combination, in a letter-file, of the

‘I'hus when the pa-
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' :ﬁxed portion, hooks thereon a movable por-

10

.Is

tion D, hinged to said fixed po1tlon, rods on
said movable portion forming continuations
of the hooks, with punches situated between
the rods and hooks,one part of the punch be-
ing carried by the fixed portion B and the other
part by the movable portlon D, substantially
as described.

3. The oombmatlon in a lotter-ﬁle, of the |

fixed portion, hooks thereon for the papers to
be filed, the movable portion hinged to said .

fixed POI"EIOH the hinge-pintle 0, tho spring--|
~barcarrying the punch proper adapted to said

hinge-pintle, Substantlally as described. -
4. The combination, in a letter-file, of the

465,258

1 fixed portion, Liooks thereon for the letters to

| be filed, the mova,blo portion, punches, situ-
ated substantmlly as described, carried part
by the fixed and part by the mova,blo portion,

a lever on the movable portion engaging with 20
a fixed stop, whereby the movable portion 18
locked in its closed position, substa,ntla,lly as
described.

In testimony whereof I have mgnnd my -
name to this specification in the presence of 23
two subseribing witnesses.

CHARLES A, GILDEMEYER

- Witnesses:

HENRY HOWSON,

r

, EUGENE ELTERICH.
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