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To all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, MATTHEW HKCKLEY,
citizen of the United States residing at Pet-

tisville, in the county of Fulton and State of |

Ohio, have invented a new and useful Wire-

-"Tightener, of whlch the following is a speci-

ﬁcatlon

- This-invention relates to fences and to the
manner of tightening the wires thereof; and
the object of the same is to effect certam im-

. provements in devices of this character.
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. ter being located Ollt81d6 the posts and rest-
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To this end the invention consists of the
details of eonstruction hereinafter more fully

described and elmmed, and as 1llustrated m

the sheet of drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a section

of wire fence about to be tightened by my im-
proved means.

3 is a front elevation of one of the t.whten-
ing-plates. Fig. 41isa perspective view of one

of the llﬂ'htenmn‘-borews and the step for its

ti

%{',eferl ing to the said drawings, the letters F
designate fenee-posts seated 1n the ground.
It will be understood that these postq are the
end posts of a fence-section and area consider-
able distance apart, although, of course, they
are not so shown in the dl&WlHU“%‘ Through
all the posts are strung the fence-wires VV,
which may be plain or barbed, as desired, and
these wires are extended through the fence-
posts F and through holes in plates P, thelat-

ing at thelr lower ends upon the ground.
The letters S designate screws, hcn ing han-
dles H at their outer ends, and these SCrews
pass loosely through holes in plates P and
through nuts N, which bear against the in-
ner fd.GE'S of the plates—that 1is, those adja-
cent the posts-—and rest at thelr inner ends
in cup-shaped steps C, formed in small plates
which bear against the outer faces of the
posts bet“een two of the wires. The wires
may be stretched from both ends, as seen 1n
Fig. 2, or from one end only. In the latter

of the posts F, as shown in F1g 1, the screws
S are put thwuﬂ‘h the holes in the pla,te P

Fig. 2 1s a Slﬂlll&l" view show-
ing the fence after It has been twhtened Fig.

case one end of the wires being secured toone |

|
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through nuts N and seated against steps C,
which bear against the outer face of the other
post. The screws are then turned to force
the plate outwardly, and hence totightenthe

wires, after which blocks K can bedrwen be-
‘tween the plate and the post, or any other
suitable means employed to hold the wires in

their tightened position.

In some cases, especially where the fence-
sections arelong, and perhaps whelethey are
curved slightly, one of the plates I’ is em-
ployed outside of each end post, as shown in -
In such cases screws may be inserted

Fig. 2.
throu gh each plateand the wirestightened 1n
both directions, blocks being inser ted between

the plates and the posts at “both ends of the

fence-section. After the tightening has been
done and the blocks put in place t_he SCrows
areremoved from the plates and from the nuts
and may be carried to the next point where
the tightening is to be done.
seen th at the screws can be used at any point

It will thus be
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and without the necessity of posts or bars of

any particular construction. - All the bearing-
points of the serews are in metal, and all that
is necessary is to provide the plates with
holes, as illustrated. |

What is claimed as new is—

In a fence, the combination, with the posts,
plates outside the same prowded with smooth

75

holes, blocks between said posts and plates, 8o

and wires strung through all the posts-and
attached to the plates of the removable wire-
tichtening device herein described, the same

| consis‘ring of steps and nuts plaeed, respect- -

ively, against the outer faces of the posts
and the inner faces of the plates, and screws

passing loosely th rough said smooth holes, en-

caging the threads in said nuts, and bea,unn*

in said steps, all as and for the pu‘rpose here-

inbefore set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto a
presence of two witnesses.

MATTHEW ECKLEY.

Witnesses:
FrRANK S. Hawm,
THOS. J. HAaM.

fixed my signature in-
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