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Application filed April 16, 1891, Serial No. 389,150: (No model.)

To all whom Tt may concern.: |
Be it known that we, ORMOND S. WHITE

and JAMES P. LEWIS, citizens of the United

States, residing at Wilkes-Barré,in the county
5 of Luzerne and State of Pennsylvania, have
invented certain new and useful lmprove-

ments in Letter-Boxes; and we do hereby de-

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will

1o enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to letter-boxes, and

- more particularly to a box designed to be em-
- ployed for individual or house use. |
The object of the invention is fo provide &
box which can be conveniently located for the
reception of mail-matter and construeted with
a compartment. to receive letters, and also
with means adapted toreceive and retain pa-
pers and similar objects; further, to provide
means for locking and securing the box-door,
and in connection therewith means for open-
ing it only from the inside of the house; also,
to provide means for opening and maintain-
2z ing in an open position the flap covering the
opening through which the letters are dropped
into the box. |
The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several parts,
30 as will be hereinafter more fully set forth, and
| pointed outintheclaims,reference being made
tothe accompanying drawings,forming a part
of this specification, in which—
| Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
35 our improved box secured to a house-door;
Fig. 2, a plan view on the line @ « of Fig. o;
Fig. 3, a vertical sectional view on the line y
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y of Fig. 2; Fig. 4, a view of the bottom of
the box, looking from below upward; Kig. 5,

40 a detail view showing the means for locking
and opening the letter drop-door; Kig. b, a
view on the line 2z 2 of Fig. 8. |

"~ Similar letters of reference refer to similar

parts in each of the figures.

The letter A represents the box, the body
of which may be made in any form desirable
and of any suitable material, preferably of
wood, and provided with a top covering B.
The floor or bottom piece F projects in front

45

co of the box, forming a ledge or shelf for the | at one end to the spring 7, and which extends 100

|

reception of papers or similar objects, as wili
be more fully explained hereinafter.

The box is to be secured to the house-door
A’ by any suitable means, preferably by
screws a’. -

| | 55
. In the front wall of the box is cut an open-

ing, throungh which the letters are to be in-

serted. This opening is covered by a hinged
door D. | |
Projecting downwardlyand toward the back

of the box from the upper front edge is-a wall

or partition plate O. Dbelow this plate and
below the opening in the box is formed a pro-
jecting ledge P, which, with the said plate,

are so placed as to admit of the ready inser-

tion of letters, but effectually prevents their

withdrawal through the opening.

- Attached to the under face of the ledge P
and extending through a small opening ¢ in
the front of the boxisa spring-cateh b, adapted
to hold the door D in a closed position. The

end is bent down to form a convenient han-

dle a. | -
Secured to the inner side of the front wall

. of the box and extended upwardly into the

drop-opening is a spring Q’, the upper end of
which is shown as formed with a loop Q,and
which presses against the door D. On pull-

ing the handle of the spring-catch b down-

wardly, as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 5,
the door D is released and thrown open by
the pressure of the spring Q" to the position
shown in Fig.3. The catch 0 and spring Q'
are placed at one side of the box, so that they
will not interfere with the insertion of the
letters, | S

The letter C represents the door by which
access 18 had to the'interior of the box for re-
moval of deposited matter. It is placed on
one side of the box and hinged s0 as to open
freely. |

Attached to the inner side of the door and,
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as shown, near thelower front edge is a catch -

i ¢, adapted to co-operate with the spring 7 to

lock the door. The spring 71is secured to the
inner side of the front wall of the box and its

O .
CFi

free end is bent so as to form a projection [,

adapted to be taken by the catch c.
The letter © denotes a rod or wire attached
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through an opening /i in the box andan open- | lations necessary in the depositing of mail

ing /& in the box-supporting frame or door A’,

and has attached to its other end a suitable

handle I, by means of which it can be oper-
ated. As the wire or rod 2 thus extends into

the interior of the house when the door C is
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- yond the shoulder the latter falls back to its
“normal position across the slot, holding the

closed, it is impossible for anyone to open it

from the exterior, as the spring 7 securely

holds the catch e against any movement.
When it is desired to open the door C, a pull
on the wire 2, and consequently the spring 4,
moving the latter to the position shown in
the dotted lines in Fig. 2, releases the catch
¢ and the door can then be opened.

T'o insure the positive opening of the door

we provide a spring d, which is secured at
one end to the side edge of thebottom of the
box, the edge being cut out a short distance,
as shown at d’, for this purpose, so as not to
interfere with the tight closing of the door.
When the catch e isreleased, the spring d by
its tension pressing against the door C throws
it wide open, as shown in dotted lines, Fig. 2.

m 18 a stop fixed in the bottom of the box
to prevent the spring 7 from being drawn back
any further than is necessary to release the

catch e. .
As above stated, the bottom of the box ex-

‘tends forward, forming a shelf F, adapted for

the reception of papers or packages. A slot
Jis cut in the shelf and extends from the box

~ to the front edge.

- On the under side of the bottom of the box
is a rod G* moving freely in suitable sup-
ports, bent, as shown at G’, to form a handle
for operating it and one end G, extending up-
ward through the slot 1, forming a.post for the
purpose to be presently described.

- The letter N denotes a cotled spring, fast-
ened at one end to the bottom of the box and
at the other to the handle G’, so as to keep
the post x normally pressed against the box A.

The letter II* denotes a spring-rod fastened
to the bottom of the box and bent, as shown
at H’, so as to form a shoulder extending
across the slot fand in the path of travel of
the post G. This rod has a suitable handle
H, by which it can be operated. A pull on the
handle G’ moves the post G along the slot
and against the shoulder I’, displacing the
spring H? until when the post G* passes be-

- post at the front of the shelf, as shown in dot-
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ted lines in Fig. 2. A plate ¢g at the front
edge of the shelf and across the slot prevents
the post from being pulled all the way out.
A lateral pull on the handle I releases the
post and the latteris drawn back against the
box by the spring N. . o ,

The letter K denotes a glass window, en-
abling one to observe whether or not any mail
has been deposited.

It will tbus be seen that our device is of
simple construction, made secure against all

outside interference for the abstraction of

letters, and easily operated, all the manipu- |

being possible to be done with one hand.

When letters are to be deposited, a slight pull
on the handle a of the spring-catch b releases

FAS

the flap-door D, which is then thrown out and

held open by means of the spring Q’, enab-
ling the carrier to insert the letter without
having to hold the flap open. If papers or
other packages are to be deposited, a pull on
the handle G’ brings the post G to the front

75

of the shelf, where it is held by the spring-

rod H’, and then when the papers or package
i8 placed on the shelf a lateral pull on the
handle H releases the post G, which is drawn

SO

against and securely holds the papers or pack-

age by means of the spring N, as shown in

Kig.3. To withdraw the letters from the box,

a pull on the handle I and rod 7 draws back
the spring 7, thus releasing the catch e, when
the door ¢ will be thrown open by means of
spring d. - '

- Having thus fully described our invention,
what we claim,and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is— , o |

1. A mail-box and its supporting-wall, the
box-door having a catch attached thereto, a
spring locking device secured to the wall of
the box and adapted to engage with said
cateh, and an adjustable rod attached to said
locking device and extended through the sup-
porting-wall and adjacent wall of the box,
substantiallyasand for the purpose described.

2. A mail-box having a shelf extended from
its lower portion, said shelf having a slot
tormed therein, in combination with a rod
movably secured to the bottom of the box
and extended up through said slot, and a
spring secured at one end to the bottom of
the box and at the other to said rod, substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.

3. A mail-box having a shelf extended from
its lower portion, said shelf having a slot
formed therein, in combination therewith a
rod movably secured to the bottom of the box
and extended up through said slot, means for
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locking said rod in its forward position, and

a'spring secured at one end to the bottom of
the box and at the other to said rod, substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.

4. A mail-box having a shelf extended from

its lower portion, said shelf having a slov

11

formed therein, in combination with a rod .

movably secured to the bottom of the box
and extended up through said slot, a sprine
secured to the bottom of the box and extended
across the slot and adapted to lock the said
rod in 1ts forward position, and a second
spring secured at one end to the bottom of

the box and at the other tosaid rod, substan-

tially as and for the purpose deseribed.

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.
ORMOND S. WHITE.
JAMES P. LEWIS.

Witnesses:
LORD BUTLER HILLARD,
G. W. MooN.
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