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1o all w?wm it may concermn:

Be it known that I, HENRY Q;CHW«VANNECI; 7,

New York, have invented a new and useful

Implovement in Fire-Escapes, of which the
followingisafull, clear, and exact deb(?}llptlon |

My mvﬁentlon ‘reldtes to an improvement in

- fire-escapes, and has for its object to provide
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a deviceof simple, durable,and economic con-

struction, which may be pldced at the sideof
the buﬂdmﬂ‘ without detracting f10m its ap-

pearance.

A further obgject of the invention is to Pro-
vide an escape consisting, essentially, of two
chairs or balconies so eonnected that when
one descends the other will ascend; and an-

- other object of theinvention is to pr'ovide the
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balconies with suitable tracks and to con-

struct ecushions whereby the occupants of the

balconiesorchairs will sustain no shock when
the said balconies reach the ground.

- The 1nvention consists in the novel con-
s’u uetion and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,

‘and pointed out in the claims.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying

~drawings, forming a part of this specification,

in which similar letters and figures of refer-

ence indicate corresponding pELI‘tb in all the
Views.

Figure 1 1s & flont elevatlon of a portlon of

& bmldmg, illustrating the application there-

to of the escape. I‘:l_p 21s a vertical section
taken practically on the line 22 of Fig. 1, and
I'ig. 3is a transverse section taken pmctlea,ll y

on the line 3 3 of Fig. 1.

At any desired pomt upon the building A
two tubular standards 10 are erected, the

standards being placed in a vertical position,

and sald standards e;:{tend practically from
the ground or bottom of the building to &
pomt near the eaves or roof thereot. Imme-

~ diately over the upper ends of the tubular

standards a transverse or horizontal tubular
slideway 11 is located.
11 may be connected at its ends with the ver-
tical tubular standards, or may be spaced
some distance therefrom, and the slideway 11
may be curved, or, as 111ustrated its central
portion may be stlmnht and its ends curved
downward to meet the standards.

The tubular slideway

(No model.)

——————

Plefelably upon the inner face of each

standard at or near the top a keeper 12 iscon-

btructul and each standard at its lower @nd
1S provlded with a hollow base 13, while 1n Ithe
base of the standards springs 14 are located,

55

the springs being plefembly coll or. qpudl_ |

Springs, as mdlcated in Fig. 2.

In connection with the standar ds tﬁ 0 cha,u S |

or balconies 15 are employed, of any suitable
or approved construction, one balcony or
chair beingadapted to shde in each standard.
To that end the standards are provided 1in

their front faces with vertical grooves 16, ex-

tending from the base to the tap, and in each
standard a bar 17 is located, said bars being

adapted to slide in the staqdmdb and corre-

spond to them in cross-section. Tothese bars
17 the balconies are secured in any suitable
or approved manner, the attaching mediums
extending 01113w&1d1311r0uﬂ‘h the Sl(}tb 16 of the
standmds
or baleonies, are prefer ably reduced at their

The bars 17, carrying the chairs
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lower ends, as shown at ¢, and their reduced

ends are encircled by springs 18, having bear-
ings upon shouldersformed by the reduetlon

of the rods, which springs have secured to

duced portions of the rods 17, carrying the

chairs or balconies, are adapted to enter and
pass downward within the space inclosed by

the springs 14.

Kach chalr or balcony is provided with a
brake B, pivoted thereto.

The brake com-
prises an upper section 20, constituting &
handle, and which extends up\mld beyvond
the floor of the chair or balcony, and a lower
section 21, extending below the plane of the
floor of the baleon y, carrying at its lowerend
a shoe 22, and the shoes of the brakes are
normally kept in engagement with the stand-
ards through the meditm of a sprmn' of any
approved eonst1 unction. -

In operation cne balcony or chair is nor-
mally located near the lower end of one stand-
ard and the other balconynear the upper end

of the opposite standard, at which point the -

latter balcony is locked by the shoe of the
brake entering the keeper12 of the standard,
as shown in Flgs 1 and 2, the chairs or bal-

their lower ends disks 19, the said disks be-
ing of a diameter enabhnﬂ* them to enter the
'tubula,r base 13 of the standards, and the re-
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conies being connected by a cable 20, which
cable passes up throughone of thestandards
and through the upper slideway, the ends of
the cable bemg attached to the upperends of
the bars 17. In the event that persons de-

sire to escape from the upper portion of the

building, they enter the upper chair or bal-
cony and withdraw the brake from conneec-
tion with the keeper 12, whereupon the bal-

cony or chair will deseend rapidly by gravity

and the lower end of the bar to which the
baleonyls attached will enter the base of the

standard in which it slides, causing the disk

19 to engage with the top of the springs 14
in the base. [
pressed, preventing the rebound, and the
spring 14 will serve as a cushion, preventmw
the oecupants of the balcony fmm being in-
jured.

1t is apparent that the dewce 1S exceed-
ingly simple, economic, and durable, and it

18 also evident that as soon as one baleon}

reaches the ground the other balcony con-
nected therew1th will be drawn upward and
loeked in a position to receive persons desir-
ing to descend. The cable in passing from

the slideway is carried over sultable pulleys ;

24, as shown in Fig. 1.
| IIavmn* thus descrlbed ‘my invention, T
claim as new and desire to secure by Lette,r%

Patent—

1. In a fire-escape, the combination, with
two vertical tubularstandards and a tubulm

'I'he spring 1S will then becom-

464,900

| slideway located above said standards, of a

bar held to slide in each standard, chairs or
balconies secured to said bars, one of which
chairs or balconies is normally located at the
upper end of one standard and the other at
the lower end of the oppositestandard, spring-
pressed brakes attached to the chairs or bal-

. conies, a cable connecting the rods to which

the chairs or balconies are attached and pass-

ing - through the slideway, and keepers at-

tached to the upper portion of the standards,
as and for the purpose specified.
2. In a fire-escape, the combination, with

tubular standards provided with grooves in

“their front faces, a tubular base loea,ted at
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the lower end of each standard, a tubular

slideway located above the standards, and a

spring located within each base, of a bar held
to slide in each standard, a cable connecting

‘the bars and passing throunh the slideway, a

chair or balcouny attached tu each bar,one of
which chairs is normally located at the top of

one standard and the other near the bottom

~of the other standard, a spring coiled around

an extension of each of the sliding bars and
adapted to enter the base of the &,ta,nda,rd&,
and disks attached tothe springs and adapted
to engage with the springs in the base of the

| sta,m]a,l db, as and for the purpose set forth.

HENRY SCHWANNECKE.
Witnesses:
AUGUST HANSEHNAM,Ej '
ROBT. II. BERGMAN.
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