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1o all whom it may CONCETN:
Be it known that I, CHARLES N. JUDSON, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Brook-

lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Card-Catalogues; and I do

hereby declare that the following is a full,

~ clear,and exact description of the invention,
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which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains tomake and use the same.
- The object of my invention is to facilitate
the examination of the several cards of which

~the card-catalogue is composed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a card-

catalogue case or drawer with the cards B and

C 1n position therein, D representing a two-

‘pronged rod extending through the drawer at

¥ and E from front to rear and through holes

B and I made in the cards for confining the
cards in their proper places in the case. This
rod may be single-pronged, if preferred. Fig.
2 represents two of said cards cut, positioned,
and inseribed after the manner of my inven-

tion, in which the first or preceding card B
hag its left-hand edge indented at ¢” and ifs
right-hand edge full, and the second or next
succeeding card C has its right-hand edge 1n-
dented, as at «/, and its left-hand edge in-

~dented, as at 2/, and this indented part con-

20

45

cealed behind the unindented part of the pre-

-ceding card, a portion of its inscribed face |
appearing above the indentation in the pre-

ceding card. e |
- In consulting card-catalogues it is neces-
sary to separate one card from another by in-
serting the finger or thumb between the cards,
pulling the first card away from the pack in
order to consult the next,and as the cards are
frequently packed in the case quite tightly
and stand close to each other it 18 often dif-
ficult to get them apart, causing great annoy-
ance and irritation when haste is desired.
The object of my invention is to so form the
cards as to enable this to be done readily and

atthe same time they shall be soinscribed that

they can be consulted in the easiest manner
possible. With thatin viewI form theseveral
cards with an indentation on their edge, as
shown at %" and 4 in the drawings, so that
this edge shall be upon two planes, the upper
plane « and " forming the uppermost edge

——————— ——

| than half its entire length, the lower plane or

indentation 7" and v being somewhat lower
than the upper plane and preferably occupy-
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ing somewhatmore than one-half the length of

the cards, the two planes on each card being
connected by a beveled edge. When so 1n-

dented, I place the cards in the case in pairs,
so that the indented portion of the several
‘cards shall be alternately on the right and left
hand sides of the compartment and behind

the elevated portion of the next preceding
card. . - _
Upon the faces of the several cards, and
preferably between the higher and the lower
planes on each, I place the title of the book

or its author’s name (in case it be a book) or

such other catch-word as is ordinarily used
to facilitate the consultation of catalogues in
such a way that such catch-word inscription
upon each succeeding card can be Seen above
the lower plane of the next preceding card,
and to effect which the prolonged indentation
in the preceding card is especially adapted.
Upon the remaining face of such card and
below the lower plane may be inscribed such
other matters as are usually placed upon card-

catalogues or the titles of the several books

by the same author, in case it be a library-
catalogue.

one hand being used to press the cards other
than the first one baek upon themselves, the
upper part of the first card, being entirely
loose, will have a tendency to spring out and
permit the finger or thumb of the other hand
to be inserted between the first two cards, and

so to bring forward the preceding one of the

two, or the first card in the series, and so con-
tinue until all the cards in the case have been
consulted. | |

. These cards being thus arranged
in the card-case and the tinger or thumb of
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When it is desired to insert new cards in
the case, the rod D is pulled out, thus releas-

ing the cards, and new cards in pairs, alter-
nately right and left indented, as before de-
seribed, are inserted in the desired place and
so arranged that the indented portion in each
new card shall not immediately follow the in-
dented portion in the preceding card. The
rod D is then inserted to hold the case. I'his
will result in an ocecasional blank card ap-
pearing in the series, which can be utilized

on the cards and preferably somewhat less | when the occasion demands for the insertion
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of new titles, authors, or the like. The rod D | whereby upon each card is formed a lower

Is not absolutely necessary in my invention,
but 1t is preferably used to keep the cards
from falling on their faces in the case, be-
sides tending to aid in separating the cards
in the use of my invention and also to keep
the cards in order in the case and to prevent
their being surreptitiously withdrawn by ill-
meaning people.

~What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is— - -

1. A card-catalogue composed of a series of

cards indented upon their edges and so ar-
ranged that the unindented edges of any two
cards shall never immediately follow one an-
other in the card-case, but shall always have
the indented edge of a third card between

| them.

2.. Arcard-catalogue composed of a series of

cards B and C, having their edges indented,

plane " and y and an upper plane or pro-

jection &’ and «, said cards having said in-
dentationsand the upper plane or projection
respectively arranged alternately, so that the
indentation 7" of the exposed card may ex-

pose the upper plane or projection z” of the

next following card, and so on through the

1 set, as and for the purpose set forth.
8. A card-catalogue consisting of cards 3

formed at their upper edges with projections

or extensions arranged alternately at the

right and left and serving both as a finger-
piece and an index-piece, for the purpose set
forth., R - |

- CHARLES N. JUDSON.
Witnesses: |

JOHN FITZGERALD,
A. M. HAYES.
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