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To all whom it maz Y CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, IENRY A. FOSTER, a
citizen of the United States residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook ‘and State of TIli-
nois, have invented certain new and useful Iin-
prmements in Picture-Frames,which are fully
set forth in the following specification, refer-
ence being had tothe accompanying drawings,
forming a part hereof, and in which—

Figure 1 shows my saild newly-invented
picture-frame on its rear side.
a central tmnsv'mse longitudinal sectlon of
Fig. 1.

Like letters refer to like pmts

The object of my invention is to prodace
picture-frames adapted more particularly for
small or moderate-sized pietures, which shall

be easily and cheaply made from a single

- board, and therefore have all the grain or
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W 111(.,]1 are so unsightly and di

fibers of the material running in the same di-
rection, be strong-and durable and retain its
form, and be free from joints in the corners,
ficult to hld(:‘
sufficiently in frames made in the usunal way,
and particularly soin small frames. There-
fore to attain said desirable ends I construet
my sald improved picture-fames in substan-
tially the following manner, namely:

I select boards of suitable quality and size
and cut and shape them to the required ex-
terior forim and size of the picture-frame.
About midway between the lengths of the
transverse ends of the sighted frame ¢ I cut

holes of suitable size, as shown, into which

I drive straight steel bars or wires d, steel
only, preferably, because the strongest metal
within proper price for the_purpose. Said

bars are to be loose enough, however, to allow
the required freedom of the wood on the bars
in shrinking and swelling, and are also to be
slightly shorter than the width of the frame,
the ends of the holes being closed with any
suitable substance e—as wood, cork, putty, or
like material—upon the surface of which the

- Fig. 2 shows

'requued ornamentation and finish of the

frame can be placed, care being taken to leave
a space between the ends ot the rods and plugs
to permit the necessary shrinkage of the frame

without distarbing the pluﬂ's or otherwise

splitting the frmne The object of said metal
bars is to hold the frames from liability to

split apart and from warping, while at the
same time they allow the necessary motion
in the swelling and shrinking of the longi-

tudinal fibers of the wood. The fibers of the
wood are indicated in Fig. 1 by the broken
linesover the frame. Through said construc-
tion even imperfectly-seasoned wood may be
used without any disadvantage or inconven-
ience and finished, because by this construc-

tion the seasoning may go on and be com-

pleted even after the frame is finished and
hung up in use.

At any suitable stage in the process of man-
ufacture the sight & a:mrl shoulder ¢ are cut
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out of the center of the blank, after which

the face of the frame may be varnished, gilt-
painted, or otherwise finished and ornament-

ed, and which will then be on a surface of -

the most desirable kind, because free from
all joints, and which is less liabls by season-
ing to show joints at any timé of its life, nor
W 111 it show the marks of the holes into whlch
the bars ¢ were mselted -

What I claim is—
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A jointless sighted wooden picture-frame

cut out of a board whereof its grain runs in
one general direction, provided with plugged
holes filled with metal rods and free spaces
between said rods and plags, said holes cut
across the grain between the sight and ends
of the flame from edge to edge thereof sub-
stantially as bpeclﬁed |

HENRY A. FOSTER.
Witnesses: |
WM., ZIMMERMAN,
ANTON FOUGNER.
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