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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. WRIGHT a
citizen of the Umted States, residing at Ava-
lon, in the county of Ellis and State of Texas,
ha,ve invented a new and useful WVne—
Streteher, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to fences, and more
especially to the stretchers used in connec-
tion therewith and adapted tostretchthe wire
of such fences; and the object of the same 1s

to produce a stretcher whereby the ends of a

broken wire may be connected and the wire
at the same time tightly stretched.

To this end the invention consists in a
stretcher of the construction hereinafter more
fully described and claimed, and as illus-

trated in the accompanying drawings, where-

In—

fenee, showing the ends of-a broken wire at-
tached to myﬁlmproved device and about to
be connected. ¥ig. 2 shows the next posi-
tion, the stretcher having been turned over
and ‘the sections of the wire engaged in the
hooks. Fig. 5 shows the means of connect-
ing the endb after the wire is stretched, the
latter having been dlsenﬂ'aged from the hooks
and the etreteher again turned over. Iig. 4
is an enlarged pelspeetwe detail of the
stretcher alone, showing my preferred form
thereof. Fig.d1sa seetlon across the stretcher
shownin Flﬂ‘ 4 and throughone of the clamps.

Referrmfr to the said dr&wmﬂ'e the letters I |
posts connected b;y eres, the up-

designate
permost one of which is shown in the present
instance as broken and its sections are let-

The letter S designates my 1mp10ved
streteher which 18 of the construction best
seen in FI‘J‘ 4, The same comprises a body
B, having elternately disposed ratchet-teeth
R on 1ts edges, and having at its opposite

- ends in one face hooks H H’ and in the same
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face adjacent the hook I a catch in the form

of a clamp or eye I’. |
O is the operating lever or handle v,hose

body is bifurcated, as shown, and passes
astride the body b, and pivotally mounted in
this bifurcation are pawls P P’, whose free
or rear ends are connected by links L. L’,

Figure 1 18 an elevation of a section of a

elso l

passing asfride tho body In the operating-
handle O between the pivots of the pawls is
a cateh in the form of a clamp or eye L

In the operation of connecting the ends of

a broken fence-wire the steps shown in Figs.

1, 2, and 3 are necessary. The stretcher Sis
inverted, as shown in Fig. 1, and the end of
the section W connected to the cateh I, while
the section W’ is connected to the cateh I’.
The body is then slid through the handle, so

as to bring thetwo catches as nearly together

as possible, after which the whole stretcher is
inverted to the position shown in Kig. 2 and
the two sections of the wire engaged in the
hooks. The handle is then manipulated so
that the pawls shall engage the ratchet-teeth

and move the handle over the body, thereby

drawing the catch I away from the cateh I’,
and as the sections W W7 cross each other at
the point X the entire wire will be very
tightly stretched. After the stretching is fin-
ished and the desired tension impar ted to the

‘wire the sections are disengaged from. the
_hooks and the entire stretcher again turned

over in the same dir eetlon_tha,t is, with the
arrow—whereby loops will be formed at the
adjacent ends of the sections, and these loops

| will interlock with each othel at the point X.

The sections may then be disconnected from
the catches and their ends twisted around
their bodies to fasten them together; but 1
preferably continue to revolve the stretcher
in the direction indicated, whereby the sec-
tions will be connected by a twist of great
strength.

In Fw 4 is shown my preferred construce-
tion of thls device, which, however, will be
slightly more .expensive.than that elsewhere

illustrated. In thisconstruction all the parts

are the same as abovedescribed, with the ex-

ception of the catches, there shown as eyes I

I’, and these I replaee by clamps, as shown.

The clamp 7 on the operating-lever O con-
sists of a leveror bar 1, pivoted at 2 upon the
outer face of a block 3 which 1s secured, as
by bolts or rivets 4, to the outer face of the
lever O, and this ‘block has a shoulder 5,

against which the inner end of the lever 1 or
a shoulder at such inner end is adapted to be
borne when the lever is turned in the proper
direction. The clamp 2" at the end of the
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body B adjacent the hook II consists of a
screw 10, passing loosely through the body,
having a hooked frontend 11, witha serrated
or toothed inner face 12, and having a lip 13

at the extremity of its hooked front end, |

which lip moves against one edge of the body,
and the entire SCIGW is drawn into operative
position by a hand-nut 14, turning on its
threaded end against the back of the body.
With this construction the operation of the
device 1s precisely the same as that deseribed,
except that the ends of the sections W W’/
need not be passed through and twisted into
the eyes I I’, but can be engaged by the
clamps ¢ ¢" in a manner which will be clear.
Although, as stated, this form of the device
1s more expensive fo make, it will be clear
that by 1ts use sections of wire can be con-
nected when said sections are much tighter
and do not lap at their ends as much as is
necessary with the other form of stretcher.
With this exception, there i1s no difference
between the two devices, and hence I desire
to be understood as meaning by the term
“cateh™ throughout this specification and

claims a staple, an eye, or a clamp of any

construction, preferably that shown.
What is claimed as new is—

464,546

1. The herein-described wire-stretcher, the
same comprising a body having hooksin one
face adjacent its ends, a catch adjacent one
hook, ratchet-teeth in the edges of the body,
which are beveled toward said cateh, a bifur-

cated operating-handle astride the body, a

catch on said handle facing that on the body,
pawls pivoted in the handle at each edge of
the body, and links connecting the rear ends
of the pawls,as and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a wire-stretcher, the combination,
with a body having ratchet-teeth in its edges
inclining toward one end and a catch for the
wire at this end of the body, of an operating-
lever, pawls connected thereto and alternately
engaging said teeth, a block on said lever hav-
ing a shoulder, and another lever pivoted to
said block and adapted to bear at one end

‘against its shoulder, as and for the purpose
| helembefow set forth.

In testimony that I claim the fm egoing as

30

35

40

45

my own I have hereto affixed my signature so

In presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. WRIGHT.
Witnesses:
J. K. WRIGHT,
J. I. HHARRIS.
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