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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES B. LAMPKIN,

of Bond’s, in the county of Shelby and State

of Tennessee, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Automatic Hasp-Locks, of
which the following is a specification.

My improved h&sp lock 18 composed of a
oravity cateh or button, which 1s pivoted on
a fixed staple or bolt, and thus adapted to be
placed in horlzontal position, so as to pass

through the slot of the hasp when it auto-

mameally assumes the vertical position, and
thereby fastens the hasp. The button 1s bev-

eled, as hereinafter described, to better adapt
it te engage with and be dlsenﬂaged from the

~ hasp.
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In the aceompdnymw drawings, Figure 1 18
a perspective view showing a hasp secured by

my improved fastening. Fie. 2 is a cross-sec-
tion at 2 2, Fig. 1, illustrating the operation
of the fcxstenmo for engaging and disengag-
ing it.

The hasp 1 is provided with a lengthwise

slot 2, and also pivoted or hinged in the usual

manner. On the staple 3 (set in the door-
jamb in practice) is loosely pivoted a gravity-

- button 4, which is adapted, in respect-of form
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and thickness, to pass through the hasp-slot

2. The sald button 4 is an oblong piece of |

iron having a fransverse hole located nearer
one end tha,n the other, through which the
staple 3 passes. The button beme‘ thus piv-
oted eceentrieally hangs normally vertical.
Its upper end is beveled inwardly from its
pivotal point, and the lower outer corner is
also removed to facilitate the passage of the

t button through the hasp-slot.

When it is de-
sired to lock the hasp to the staple 3, the but-
ton 4 is turned into horizontal position, Fig.
2, so that its larger end passes first through
the hasp-slot 2,as shown in Fig. 2, and it then

stant its beveled upper end is free of said
slot. T'o disengage the ha,sp;, the weighted or
lower end of the button 4 is raised till the

beveled upper end will enter the slot of the

hasp, when the latter slips free, (see full lines,

Fig. 2,) as will be readily understood.

The fastening 18 exceedingly simple and

cheap, yet strong, secure, and easily operated.
_ VVha,t I claim is—

. The combination, with the hinged hasp

a,nd the fixed staple, of the oblong oravity-

button 4, which is adapted to pass entirely

through the slot of the hasp and is pivoted

and swings free on the staple, so that it will

a,utomatwally assume and thereafter normally

maintain the vertical position and lie across

‘the hasp on both sides of its slot, as shown

and described.

“2. The combination, with the pwoted ha,Sp
and a fixed staple, of the oblong button piv-

oted and swinging free on the ld,tter and hav-

Ing its upper end beve]ed on the outer side and
the other weighted to adapt it to pass through
the slot of the hasp and lock the ldttel as
shown and described.

CHARLES B. LAMPKIN.

Witnesses:
C. R. BARTEAU,
R. M. WALLACE.
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drops by gravity into vertical position the in-

50.
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