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To all whom Tt may Concer.:
Be it known that I, HERMAN H. BOTHE, of

‘the city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri,

have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Vehicles, of which the follow-
ing 1s a fall, clear, and exaect description, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this Speclﬁea,tmn

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in a fifth-wheel arrangement for vehi-
cles; and my invention eonsmts in features
of novelty hereinafter fully described, and
pointed out in the claims.

Figure 1 1s a perspective view illustrative
of myinvention. Fig. II is an enlarged ver-
tical section taken on line II II, Fig. I. TFig.
I11 1s an enlarged perspective view of one of
the cross-bars taken on line IIT III, Fig. I.
Fig. 1V 1s a similar view taken through the
SWIVGI-pl&teS at line IV 1V, Fig. L. I‘w% A%
and VI are diagrams 1llustrat1nﬂ‘ the mode of
opelatlon Fig. V showing the pldtes pivoted
at their inner sides and Fig. VI Showmwthem
pivoted at their outer sules

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the
front axle of the vehicle.

2 represents cross-bars connected to the
axle by means of springs 3, and connected to-
gether by means of springs 4.

o represents a plate, preferably of approxi-
mately elliptical shape, which is secured to
the springs 4, preferably by means of cross-
bars 6, formed integral therewith, and which
have lugs or projections 7 to receive bolts 8,
by which the bars are held to the springs.

9 represents a second plate of the same
form and shape as the plate 5, and which has
cross-bars 10, formed with ears or lugs 11 for
connecting this plate by means of suitable
bolts 12 (see Fig.IV) to the body of the vehi-
cle. The plates 5 and 9 are pivoted together
at 13. T'his pivot may either be at the inner
sides of the plates,asshownin figs. I and V,or
it maybeattheoutersides,asshownin Fig. V1.
When the pivot 1s at the inner sides of the
plates, the vehicle can be turned short around,
as the axle, and the parts mentioned between
the axle and the plate 5, may be turned tothe

|

] position shown by dotted linesin Fig. V with-

out the wheel coming against the body and
without the body bem provided with a
“wheel-house,” and by pwoting the plates at
their outer sides, as shown in FKig, VI, for
bodies naving wheel-houses, the vehicle can
be turned short around and the wheel-house

can be located well to the forward end of the

body. ,

20 lepleseuts a clip secured to the plate 9,
(see Fig.II,) and which has a downturned end
51 that takes under the lower plate, thus
keeping the disconnected sides of the plates
from springing apart.

22 represents & clip which may be used to
connect the ends of thesprings4 to the cross-
bars 2.

It will be understood that the plates 5 and
9 can have their pwot points either as shown
in Fig. I or as shown in Fig. VI without any
ehanﬂ'e being made in the pldtes The plates
are duphcdtes and either is adapted to be
used uppermost, so that it makes no differ-

ence which 1s secured to the body and Whlch

to the running-gear.

I do not wish to be hmlted to the form of
the running-gear which I have shown as con-
sisting of the axles 1, bars 2, and springs 3
and 4 as this may be modlﬁed without affect-
Ing my invention.

T claim as my invention—

1. In a vehicle, the combination of the
plates 5 and 9, connected together atone side
and having the bars 6 and 10, respectively,
bracing &adld plates and ad&pted to be con-
neeLed to the vehicle-body and running-gear
oif the vehicle, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

2. In a vehicle, the combination of the
plates 5 and 9, pwoted together at one side
and adapted £0 be respectwely' secured to the
running-gear and body, and a clip 20, hold-
ing said plates together at the other Slde sub-
sta,ntmlly as and for the purpose set forth

HERMAN 1. BOTHE.

In presence of —

E. S. KNIGHT,
1THOS., KNIGHT.
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