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To all whom it may concern:

BeitknownthatIl, EDwWIN WILBURRICE,Jr.,
acitizen of the United States,residing at Lynn,
county of Essex, and Staie of Massachusetts,

5 have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Klectric Cut-Outs, of which the
following is a specification.

This mventlon 1*@1fttes to electric cut-outs
often known as “ rosettes,” and used on incan-

10 descent-lamp circuits, consisting of g base
having circuit-terminals secured thereto and
a detachable cap containing fuses and contact-
arms in circuit with the lamp or other trans-
lating device. Rosettes of this general char-

15 acter are already well known in the art, and
my invention therefore deals only with cer-
tain improvements in specific features of con-
struction hereinafter described. |

T'hese improvements are illustrated in the

20 accompanying drawings, wherein—

FFigure 1 is a perspective view of the base.
Kig. 2 shows the under side of the cap. Fig.
o 18 a side view of the cut-out with parts in
place ready for use, and Fig. 4 is a detail

25 view 1llustrating the means for clamping the
circuit-wires to the base.

In the views, A represents the base of the cut-
out, and 1s made of insulating materialin the
ordinary manner, porcelain being preferred.

30 Ifor the screws by which the base will be at-
tached to 1its support—as, for instance, the
wall or ceiling of a room—countersunk open-
ings BB areprovided. Itsrearfaceisgrooved
at two points C to receive the circuit-wires D

35 D/, and metal contacts E E’ are seated in
openings in the base substantially flush with
its front face and extending through into the
grooves. The contactsare themselveﬂz notched
at I¥, the notches being undercut, and the cir-

40 euit—wire bared of insulation at this point, 1s
clamped 1n the notch by a set-screw G,which
works in a slanting opening G’ in the base,
so that the head of the serew can be reached
from the front of the base at a point to one

45 side of the cap. The cap is hollow, as seen
1 Kig. 2,and to its inner surface are attached
contact-arms J J by screws a «, and also ter-
minal plates I I by similar serews. The
wires e ¢,leading to the lamps or othertrans-

so lating devices, are attached, respectively, to
the plates K K at ¢+, while fuses L connect

|

¢ metal dropping through the holes.

B

these plates with the contact-arms. llence
when the cap is in place, the arms engaging
the contact-plates E, the lamp-ecircuit will be
closed in a manner well understood. The 55
contact-arms .J lie wholly within and are pro-
tected by the cap, as seen in IFig. 2. Their
upper ends are notched or grooved and en-
cage screw-studs O, which are threaded into
the contact-plates E. To allow tighteningof 6o
the serews orthe reverse, openings I’ are pro-
vided through the cap in line with the screws,
through which a screw-driver may be inserted.
Projecting lugs S are molded on the base ad-
jacent tothe contact-plates, which preventac- 65
cidental short-cireuiting, which would other-
wise frequently occur by reason of the con-
tact of the studs O O either with contact-arm
J and plate IX or with the respective plates
Iy, resulting either in a complete shor t-cireuit’ 7o
between the main wir es of the Jamp or the
cutting out of a fuse with consequent dan-
ger to the lamp. These projectionsSiSserve
as guides or obstructions to prevent such
wrong connection or contact being made.
The construction deseribed furnishes a
cheap compact cut-out with all the contact-
making parts entirely inclosed and protected
by the cap. A good electrical connection 1S
insured, and the cap may be readily removed 8o
for the insertion of new fuses and replaced
in position. 1t may be observed that the
perforations in the cap, besides permitting
access to the screw-studs, also serve 1o ven-
tilate the interior and permit the escape of 85
oases when a fuse i1s blown, and their loca-
tion at points in line with the contacts and
therefore out of line with the fuses 1s advan-
tageous as obviating the danger of melted

75
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What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—
1. The combination, in an electrie cut-out,
of a base provided with contacts for the line-
wires flush with its inner surface, with & per- 95

torated cap having contact-arms secured
thereto, Luses connected to the contact-arms
and extended over unperforated sections of
the cap, and screw-studs projecting from the
base-contacts, with which the contact-armsen- 1oc

cage, and locflted at points substantially in
Tine with the openingsin the ecap, as described.
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2. An electric cut-out comprising a base
grooved in its rear side to receive the line-
wires, with slots from the grooves to the {ront
and rim of the base, contacts seated 1n said
slots and having at their rear ends undercut
notches for receving the wires, serews tapped
into the contacts and bearing backwardly
and inwardly against the line-wires, contact-
studs on said contacts, and a cap with termi-
nals engaging with said studs.

3. Thecombination,withthecaphavingcon-
tact-arms and fuses attached thereto, of the

base having contacts engaging with said arms, |
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[ and insulating guiding projections on said

base adjacent to the contacts thereon.

1. Theecombination,withthecaphavingcon-
tact-arms and fuses attached thereto, of the
base having adjustablescrew-contacts engag-
ing with said arms, and insulating guiding

projections on said base adjaeent to the con- 2o

tacts thereorn. -
EDWIN WILBUR RICE, Jr.
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