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To all whom it may concermn. |
Be it known that I, GEORGE WASHINGTON
MURPHY, a citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at Georgetown,inthe countyof Wllhamson |

and State of Tems have invented certain new
and useful Impr ovements in ‘Wire-Working
Implements; and I do declare the following to

~ be afull, clear, and exact deseription of the

IO

1nvent1on such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertams to make and
use the same.

My invention h&b relation to that class of
implements designed for stretching the wires

of a fence while Sf,ud wires are bemﬂ' nalled
~or stapled to position; and it eon31sts in the

construction, certain novel combinations, and
the adaptatlon of p&ltS helemafter described

- and claimed.
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ployed as a clamp for holding two strands of
‘wire, so that one may be I'eadlly twisted about

the 1111pleme11t

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
& perspective view of a section of a fence, to-

gether with my improved lever in the posi-

‘tion it assumes when used for stretching the

wire of a fence while the same is being 1‘1&116(1
in pOSlthll upon the posts. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of my improved 1mplement em-

"

the othel Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section of

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of
one of the ad,]ugmble clamping
moved from the implement; and Fig. 5 is &
perspective view of a hook and elews 1N Con-

Junction with which myimproved im plement

18 sometimes employed.

Referring by letter to said drawings, A in-

dicates the main or body barof myimproved
implement, which is of a suitable length and
18 preferably provided with a flat Shal pened
end ¢, whereby it may be used for digging
and prying purposes when desired. 'Thls bfu
Ais provided near one of its ends with a flat-

tened portion of sufficient length and prefer-

ably of a rectangular contour in cross-sec-

tion, and at the inner or lower end of the flat-

tened portion the bar is provided with screw-

threads b, which are designed and adapted to.

receive a threaded nut or burr B, which is

adapted to bear against and adj ust the bind- |
ing or elamping
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plateb plesenﬂy to be de-
Scli'lbed

FFormed integral with or smta,bly attached

p]ates re- .

| the bar A are fixed plates or portions ¢, which

have their inner or lower ends recessed to
provide seats for the wire and afford flanges

55

¢, which serve to prevent a lateral. chspla(,e- |

ment of the wire.

Extending 1&‘[@1&113? from opposite sides of

the flat portion of the bar A, at a suitable dis-
tance apart, are headed luﬂ's D, which are de-
signed and adapted to serve as guides and
keepels for the binding or elampmﬂ* plates I,

| which are respectively provided. at a suitable

distance apart with longitudinal slofs d,

through which the shanks of the lugs take

60_ _

and which slots are of a length suitable to af- -

ford the adjustment desired. |

I'Le lower or inner ends of the binding or
elampmw plates K are 5lwht15 flared out-
ward, so as to afford' a more positive bearing
upon the adjusting-nut, and the upper or
outer end edges of said plates are preferably
toothed or lmlled so as to insure a firm en-
gagement with the wire, which is designed to
be clamped between caid plﬂtes E and the

fixed plates C.

In conjunction with :my 1m]‘110ved 111’1p1e-
ment I design employing a hook If, which is

connected with the implement by a chain ¢,

provided at an intermediate point with a
swivel 4 and at its end with a clevis G, which
has its branches preferably headed, as illus-
trated, whereby when clamped between the

_plates E and shoulders C they are prevented

from casual displacement. By attaching a
chain to _
the same to a postit will be seen that the bar
A is capable of serving as an efficient lever
for extracting the post from the ground.

In practice the wire to be streteched is
placed in the recess of one of the plates C.
The plates E, through the medium of the nut
I3, are ad Justed up, so that the one on the

side of the plate C in which the wireis seated

will bind upon and clamp the wire between

1ts upper end and the said plate or shoulder
C, and the sharpened end of the lever is
placed against one of the fence-posts, as
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So

the hook I and suitably fastening

Qo
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shown in Fig. 1, whereby the wire may be

hed and held while being nailed
pon the posts. DBy the provision

easily strete
or stapled w

| of the shoulders C and clamping-plates E on
opposite sides of the bar it will be readily per-

ICO

to opposite SIdes of the ﬂat‘tened portion of | ceived that two wires mwht be stretched at
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the same time, if desirable; but, as is obvi-
ous, I do not desire to confine myself to plates
on both sides of the bar, as one fixed plate or
shoulder -and one clamping- pla,te wiil serve
the desired purpose.

In addition to its primaty use as a lever for
stretching the wires of a fence my improved
i:nplement may be made to serve the funec-
tion of a vise, as it 1s adapted to clamp and
hold two strands of wire, as illustrated 1n
Fig. 2,80 that the same may be readily twisted
or tied by another implement or by hand. In

- some instances it is obvious that one strand

- of wire might be clamped on each side of the
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35 threads on the bar and to bear &ﬂalﬂbt and |

bar and the bar turned to twist the same. It
isalsoobviousthat instead of attaching plates,
as C, to opposite sides of the main Dbar lat-
eral Shouldels might be formed integral with
sald bar to serve the same purpose; but the

attached plates are preferable, as they may

be readily removed and replaced by others
in case of injury.
Having described my invention,

1s—
1. In a fence-building implement, the com-
bimation, with the main or body bar provided

with a fixed shoulder on its side and having

screw-threads at a suitable point in itslength
and the lugs extending laterally from the

side having the shoulder, of the binding or

clamping plate provided with longitudinal
slots adapted to receive the lugs and the in-
ternally-threaded nut adapted to engage the

what T
claim, and desire to secure by Tetters Patent,

463,161

| adjust the clamping-plates, substantially as

and for the purpose specified. .‘
2. An implement for building fences, con-

prising the main or body bar having a flat

and sharpened end and provided w ith SCrew-

threads at a suitable point in its length, the

shoulder-plates attached to opposite su:leq of
said bar and having their inner edges re-

cessed, the lugs ehtendmﬂ laterally fwm the

sides of the bar, having the shoulder -piates,
the binding or clmnpmg plates provided with
longitudinal slots adapted to receive thelugs,
and the internally-threaded nut adapted to
engage the nuts on the bar and to bear against
and ad just the clamping-plates, &ubbtantmlly
as and for the purpose specified.

3. In a fence-building implement, the com-
bination, with a main or body bar provided.

with fixed shoulders on two of 1ts opposite
sides, thie binding-plates so attached to said
bar as to be longitudinally adjustable, and a
anitable means for adjustably fixing said
plates, of a hook, a chain connected at one

end to said hook and provided with a swivel,

and a clevis also connected to the chain and
having its branches headed, whereby when it

is clamped between*the shoulders and plates

it is prevented from casual misplacement,
substantially as specified. | '
In testimony whereof I affix my sig nfttm*e in
presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE WASIII‘\"’(}"I“O\r T\lURPHY
Witnesses:
T. 3. COCHRAN,
1. If. BATTAILE.
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