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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM VAN DEVEN-
TER, of Tacoma, in the county of Pierce and
State of Washington,have invented a new and
Improved Tail-Piece for Stringed Musical In-

-struments, of which the following is a full,

clear, and exact deseription.

The object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved tail-piece for stringed mu-
sical instruments whichis simple and darable

1n construction and permits of conveniently

andquicklyattachingor detachingthe strings.
The invention consists of a tail-piece pro-
vided on its upper edge with a series of J-
shaped slots. | t
1The invention also consists of certain parts
and details and combinations of the same, as
will be hereinafter described,and then pointed
out in the claims. S |
Reference is to be had to theaccompanying
gh*awings, forming a part of this specification,
1 which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 isa plan view of the improvement
as applied. Ifig. 2 is an enlarged plan view
Fig. 3 1s asectional side

elevation of the same. Fig. 4isaperspective

view of part of the improvement, and Fig. 5 is
-an enlarged sectional side elevation of

part of
the linprovement, o

- The improved tail-piece A is formed on its
upper end with a series of J-shaped slots B,
arranged one alongside the other, the vertical
part of the slot extending parallel to the
strings of the instrument.

LT'he several slots B form projections C, on
which are fastened the ends of the strings D,
each of the latter having tied at or near its
end a knot E, adapted to abut or rest in the
inner end BB’ of the respective slot I3 on the
top of the tail-piece. On each of the projec-
tions C, and on its upper edge, is formed a
transversely-extending groove I, arranged in
line with the inner end B’ of the respective

(See Fig. 4.) '

The device is used as follows: The tail-piece
A is fastened in the usual manner to the
stringed musical instrument, and the end.of
each string D is passed through the vertical
part of the slot B, sothat the knot E ison top
of the tail-piece and part of the string passed
‘through the end B’ to the rear, the knot, on |

account of being larger than the opening in

the end I3/, prevents the knot from slipping

through. The string is then passed to the
rear throughtheend I3 of the slot, then passed
rearward on the back of the respective pro-
jection C, to be passed through the groove I,
and down into and through the end DB/, to
again pass through the rear of the tail-piece,
and then from the latter over the bridge G, to
the neck of the instrument. It will be seen
that the end of the string thus forms a loop
around the respective projections C, the ex-
treme end of thestring being prevented from
slipping off of the projection by the knot K
resting on top of the tail-piece, as plainly
shown in the drawings. It will also be seen
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that by forming a loop around the respective

projection C nearly all the strain on the
string is taken up by the loop and very little
pressure is exerted against the knot. 1t will
further be seen that the string 18 very se-
curely fastened in place on the tail-plece and
can be readily applied or detached whenever
desired for replacing a worn-out string by &
new one,

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by let-
ters Patent— |

1. A tail-piece for stringed musical instru-
ments, provided on 1ts upperend with a series
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of J-shaped slots, substantially as shown and

described. |

2. A tall-piece for stringed musical instru-
ments, provided on its upper end with a series
of J-shaped slots, forming projections, each
having in its upper edge a transversely-ex-
tending groove arranged in line with the in-
ner end of the respective slot, substantially
as shown and described. |

3. The combination, with the strings of a
musical instrument, each provided at its end

with a knot, of a tail-piece provided in its up-

per end with a series of J-shaped slots form-
ing projections, each of the projections being
formed in ifs upper edge with a transversely-
extending groove in line with the inner end
of the respective slot, substantially as shown
and described.
WILLIAM VAN DEVENTER.
Witnesses: -
DAVID If. MURRY,
ALBERT K. JOAB,
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