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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

[R—

WILLIAM TALBOT COTTIER, OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA,

WARDROBE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 462,938, dated November 10, 1891.
Ap-plic&tion filed December 24, 1890, Serial No, 375,699, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM TALBOT COT-
TIER, a citizen of the United States, residing
at L.os Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles
and State of California, have invented certaln
new and useful Improvementsin Wardrobes;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
stich as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention is an improvement in ward-
robes and other articles of furniture; and it

has for its object to provide a construction,

embodying various air chambers and flues,
whereby the wardrobe is at all times thor-
oughly ventilated and kept in a dry whole-
some state, thus preventing the gathering of
mold and the like upon clothing and other
articles therein, which is so common in the
ordinary wardrobe or closet when stood or
built against a brick or stone wall.

A further object of my invention 1s to pro-
vide a construction whereby the wardrobe
may be readily and conveniently converted
into a commode, as is often desirable in case
of sickness or other emergency, and by the
employment of the air chambers and flues 1t
will be seen that when the wardrobe 1s so
employed all stench and noxious gases will

be drawn up and conducted into a chimney

or other point of discharge, thus absolutely
preventing their eseape into the room.
A still further object of the invention is to

provide a construction which, when employed-

as a wardrobe or commode, will serve to ven-
tilate a room and conduet all bad air there-
from. |

These objects I accomplish through the
medium of the construction illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is afront elevation of myimproved
article of furniture. Fig. 2 is a vertical lon-

~ eitudinal sectional view of the same with the
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door open. TFig. 3 is a horizontal transverse
sectional view faken in the plane indicated
by the dotted line « x on Fig. 2. Fig. 4 1s a
vertical longitudinal sectional view illustrat-
ing a modified form of flues,said view being
taken at right angles to Iig. 2.

Referring by letter to the said drawings, A
indicates the outer casing of a wardrobe or
other article of furniture, which may be of

—_—

| the usual rectangular shape or of any de-

sired shape and size, being provided withany
preferable form of ornamentation, such as
panels, molding, and the like. This outer
casing A is provided upon its bottom, as bet-
ter illustrated in Figs. 2 and 4, with rollersor
casters ¢, whereby it may be readily moved
from one part of a room to another. |
B indicates the door of an interior clothes-
receiving apartment or wardrobe proper,
which is of the ordinary construction, and
may be hung in any suitable manner, so as
to allow a small space between its lower edge
and the bottom of the clothes-apartment,
whereby air may be admitted to the casing
from the sick-room, whereby the room is ven-
tilated and the noxious air carried off through
the Aues when the door of the casing is closed.
" The clothes-receiving apartment C is prei-
erably of a proportional size with respect to

the outer casingsas illustrated, andisformed

by a bottom wall D, a back wall E, top wall
I, and the side walls of the casing A, which
may be provided at a suitable height with
clothes-receiving hiooks of any approved con-
struction. The bottom wall D of the clothes-
apartment is also designed to serve as a seat
when the wardrobe is employed as a com-
mode, being arranged at a proper height and
having a seat-opening b, as illustrated.
Gindicatesan auxiliarydoor,whichishinged
at its lower edge to the bottom of the casing
and is designed to close the chamber between
the seat-wall D and the bottom of the casing.
This bottom chamber is designed  to receive
a pan, as 11, for the reception of fecal matter,
and this pan II may be of any ordinary con-
struection, although I prefer to use a form as
that illustrated, whieh is provided with a rear
wall which tapers backwardly and serves to
deflect the air into the vertical flue I in the
rear of the clothes-receiving apartment.
When the wardrobe is not employed as a
commode, it is obvious that the pan 11 may
be removed. | |
The vertical draft-flue I, which is formed
between the réar wall of theapartment Cand
that of the casing, leads upinto an air-chams-
ber J, formed between the top wall of the

apartment and that of the casing and leading
from the top wall of the casing, and preferably
| in the center thereof is a flue-pipe K, of any
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BRI pdn-lecelvmqauchambel, thence upthe flue |
- Iinto the upperair-chamberJ,and finallyinto -

~ the flue-pipe K, which leads into a chimney or

- other point of discharge. Thus a gentle and
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- Dprevents its escape into the room, but actsto
-+ . . ventilate the room. o
- 35 wahen taperin .
- Mg.4 areemployed inlienof asingle straight
- flae, the draft is proportionately increased,

~are allowed to expand and their ascent is ac-
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~a construction 1n which I employ: auxiliary.
- side walls, as well as a back wall, to form the
- apartment C, and these side walls and the
- back wall are pitched slightly inward, as illus-
~ trated, whereby flues are afforded. leading
. LO.
chamber, which taper gradually from their |
lower to their upper ends, thus forming gradu- |
‘ally-enlarged air-conduits in which the warm |
alr and gases expand as they ascend, whereby
their ascent is accelerated. 7
~ Whenthe wardrobeisemployedasa clothes-
- Tepository, it will be seen that air will enter |
~trom the room through the opening between
~ theloweredgeof the doorandtheseatD,thence

.« through the apartment C, which effectually -
- exhausts all dampness so common to the

- ordinary wardrobe or closet when stood or
~~ built against a brick wall, which is ordinarily
.4 commode the: contin uous current of air:

clothes when hung up are ordinarily con-

breferable diameter; which in practice is in- |
troduced into a chimney or other point of dis-
~charge. - -

In Fig.4 of the drawings I have illustrated

from the bhottom air-chamber to the top air- |

it will pass through the seat-opening into the

continuous current of air is kept flowing

damp, and when the wardrobe is employed as

Serves  to ¢carry off all StE‘HGh ::'Ltl(l Il()t 0111}*
_YWhen tapering flues such as illustrated in

as by employing the tapering flues the gases

celerated, and by the inclination of the walls
of the chamber C from below upwardly it
will be seen that said inclined walls will de-
tract but little from the area of the closet, as

tracted at their upper ends and expanded at
their lower. |

In the practice of my invention I do not de-
sire to confine myself to the precise construc-
tion shown and deseribed, as I reserve the
right to make such modifications as fai riy fall
within the scope of my invention.

I am aware that it is not new in closets to |

. ..462038

80 construct the :same that a current of air
‘may be drawn downwardly through the seat
| into the well or chamber beneath and down gz
and under a rear wall into a vertical flue or
uptake; but so faras I am aware a wardrobe
©or closett has mnever heretofore been eon-.
structed so that a draft may be had through
the seat-opening and kept up constantly un-
der the seat and against the same, so asto
absolutely prevent any rising of air or gases
into the inner chamber to be occupled by a
person, and I attach. importance. to the fact
that there is no wall depending from the rear
~of the seat which would necessarily obstruct
| the draft and tend to allow under certain Con-
ditions of the atmosphere the gasesin the
well or base receptacle to rise into the main
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. Having described my invention, what I
claimis—

~ The 'improved article of furniture de-

casing ‘and flues at the back and side walls
of said inner casing connecting the upper and
lower chambers, said flues starting from the =
seat-toard of the inner chamber, whereby the
draft of impure ‘air and gases will enter the

uptake or flue at that point, the pipe K, lead-
ing from the roof of the outer casing, the

door B, arranged to form a space beneath its .

lower edge for the inlet of impure air from

the room, the door G in the lower air-cham-

ber, and the pan H, arranged in sald chamber
and having its rear wall inclined so as to en-

ter the rear vertical flue, substantially as

specified. . .
In testimony whereof Taffix my signature in

presence of two witnesses. | _
WM. TALBOT COTTIER.

Witnhesses:
GEO. C. HAGAR,
E. G. TAYLOR.

seribed, adapted to afford a constant and un- =
Anterrupted circulation of air throuch the:
‘Seat-opening and immediately below the seat
| to a flue or uptake leading from the base-re-
ceptacle and comprising, essentialy, the in-
ner chamber having its floor or seat-board
| provided with an opening and also provided
{ with a door - opening, the outer easing ar-
ranged aroundthe inner casing so as toform =~
a chamber beneath the seat-opening, a cham-
| ber above the roof of the inner chamber or
8
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