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"UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

EDWARD CARD, OF PAWTUCKET, RIIODE ISLAND.

LETTER-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 462,653, dated November 3, 1891,
Application filed April 25, 1891, Serial No, 390,498. (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, EDWARD CARD, a eiti-
zen of the United States, residing at Paw-
tucket, in the county of Providence and State
of Rhode Island, haveinventeda new and use-
tulImprovement in Letter-Boxes, of which the
following is a specification. |

In the delivery of letters by letter-carriers

1t is desirable to provide a convenient and |

readily-accessible receptacle for the letters
and papers, whereby the time required to de-
liver the mail in the carrier’s district will be
lessened, thus greatly increasing the efficiency
of the service; and my invention consists in
the improved construction and arrangement
of the letter-box whereby the service of the
letter-carrier will be greatly facilitated.

Figurel represents a front view, with a por-
tion of the case broken away to show the in-
terior of the upper portion of the box. Fig.
2 represents a vertical section showing the
box in its closed condition. Iig. 3represents
a vertical section of the box in its opened
coundition. |

Intheaccompanying drawings,a represents
the back portion of the case, by means of
which the letter-box can be attached to the
door or door-frame.

b is the bottom of the case.and ¢ the front,
to which are hinged the letter-containing
hoxes I3 B, one of which may be used for the
delivery and the other for the collection of
letters, the said boxes being provided with a
window ¢/, through which the contents of the
box can be seen from the outside. The up-

per portion of the case A is provided with a

curved top d, which 1s attached to the ends e
¢, and to the said ends, at the point 7 is piv-
oted the curved cover g, which passes under
the top d, as shown in Fig. 3, the said cover

¢, top d,and the floor 2 forming an elongated

chamber E, adapted for the reception of news-
papers, the letters being deposited in - the
boxes B B.

I'o the back of the boxes I3 B are attached

the parallel guides ¢ 7, which serve to guide
the sliding plate 5, from which connection is
made to the rear edge of the pivoted cover ¢

by means of the curved rod m, the said rod

50,

‘being preferably pivoted to the rear edge

and guided at the point 7, a connecting-rod

m being provided for each of the boxes B B; |

| but when the said boxes are connected to

each other, so as to move as one, a single con-
necting-rod m may be employed. The for-
ward edgeof the pivoted cover ¢ is provided
with the tongue o, which engages with the
bolt of the lock I to hold the letter-contain-
ing boxes I3 I3 and the cover ¢ in their closed
posttion. -

Upon the arrival of the letter-carrier atthe
delivering-station he first inserts his key into
the lock It to withdraw the locking-bolt from
the tongueo. Ilethen, by meansof the flange

P, presses back the pivoted cover g, which

backward movement serves to cause the for-
ward projection of the upper ends of the let-
ter-containing boxes B B, and after deposit-
ing the letters in one of the boxes BB and the
papers in the chamber E he collects the let-
ters from the other box B and closes the cover
¢, by means of which the boxes B B will be
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brought to their closed position, as shown in

Fig. 2, and in order to provide for the trans-
mission of a proper signal into the house, so

that the occupants may know that the mail

has been delivered at the box, I provide the
battery-wires r s, which are connected with
an electric bell at a suitable location in the
building, and to the insulated end of the wire
 within the chamber E is attached the spring
q, which upon the engagement of the edge %
of the pivoted cover g therewith will be forced
into contact with the insulated end of the
wire s, thus making an electric connection
from the battery G to the signal-bell to ring
the same. | |

I claim as my invention—

1. A letter-box provided with a chamber
having a pivoted circular cover adapted for
movement under the top of the case, and one
or more tilting boxes connected with the piy-
oted circular cover, whereby upon the back-
ward movement of the said cover under the
top of the case the tilting box will be thrown
outward at its upper end, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. A letter-box provided with a chamber
having a pivoted circular cover which is
adapted for movement under the top of the
case, a tilting box connected with the piv-
oted circular cover by means of a connecting-
rod and a sliding joint, whereby upon the
backward movement of the said cover under
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the top of the case the tilting box will be | ward movement of the said cover the tilting
thrown outward at its upper end, substan- | box will be thrown outward at its upper end, 10
tially as described. and a lock for fastening the pivoted cover,
3."A letter-box provided with a chamber | substantially as described. '
= having a pivoted circular cover which is | | EDWARD CARD.
adapted for movement under the top of the Witnesses:
case, a tilting box connected with the piv- S. SCHOLFIELD,
oted circular cover, so that upon the back- CHARLES F. SCHMELZ.
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