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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WESLEY D. GIBBS, a
citizen of the United States residing at T.08
Angeles, in the county of Los Augeles and

State of California, have invented a new and

useful Improvement in Piano-Action Regu-
lators, of which the following 1s a cspemﬁecb-
tion. -

Myinvention relates to that class of devices
designed to enable the instructor on the piano
to regulate the action of the piano, so that a
ogreater or less force will have to be exerted
by the pupil to operate the keys, thus to give
exercise to the fingers beneficial in giving the
pupil perfect control over the keys.

The object of my invention is to provide

means whereby an accurately-uniform touch
is given to each key of the piano provided
with the action-regulator.

My invention, broadly stated, comprises the
combination of a fiexible plate arranged to

engage the keys of a plano-forte to impede |

their movement when operating the hammers

to strike the wires, and means for adjusting
such plate with relation to such keys to in-

crease oy diminish the resistance to the stroke
of the fingers of the player. _ -
The accompanying drawings illustrate my

~invention.
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of a piano provided with my invention. Fig.
2 is a view of my appliance as applied to COL-
trol the whole finger-board.

A is a flexible pl:':bte of rubber or other suit-
able material secured toand projecting from
one side of the movable wooden plate or bar

B3, which is suspended above the rear ends of

the keys,and isarranged to be moved up and
down by meansof the lever C, which is pivoted
to the frame and secured to the bar. The bar 3

is preferably suspended from the frame-piece.

D by the suspending-wires E, each secured at
one end to the frame-piece, and secured at the
other end to the bar by means of bolts I7,
passed through slots G, arranged longitudinal-
ly of the bar to allow of the adjustment of the
bolts along the length of the bar. The lever

Cis pivoted to the frame-piece D by the screw
I1 or other suitable means,and extends up to
apointeconvenient of access, wherelisarranged
a series of pins I or other suitable means 1“01
securing the lever in place in various posi- |

|

tions. "T'he lever 1s preferably formed of a
strong wire bent to form the eye J, in which
is clasped the pivot H, and the end of the
short arm C’is bent for insertion through the
eye L, which is fixed to the bar B, through
which eye I’ the bent member a of the lever
C’ is passed. In practice I employ two bars
to each finger-board, as shown in Iig. 2, and
each bar 1s operated by a lever to press with
greater or less foree upon either the right or
left hand part ol the finger-board or to relieve
them entirely from pressure. The arm g and
eye Il” allow a degree of longitudinal move-
ment of the bar for the purpose of adjustment.

Now, having described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desive to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a piano-forte, of
the fiexible plate arranged to engage the keys
of the pilano-forte to impede their movement
when operating the hammers to strike the
wires, and means for adjusting such plate
with relation to such keys toincrease and di-
Hlillibh the pressure thereon.

. The combination, with a piane-forte, of
the movable bar, the euble plate secured to
aund projecting from one side of the movable
bar, the suspending-wires each secured at one
end to the frame-plece and secured at the
other end to the movable bar, and the lever
pivoted to the frame and secured to the banr.

5. The combination, with a piano-forte, of
the movable bar mowded with the slots ar-
ranged longitudinally of the bar, the flexible
plate secured to such barand mmnwed to en-
oage the keys, the bolts and nuts, the sus-
pending-wires secured to such bolts at one
end and to the frame of the piano-forte at the
other end, the eye fixed in the bar, the lever
pivoted to the frame and having one end
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passed through the eye, means for securing

the other end of the lever, and means for se-
curing the lever in place.

4. In a pilano-action regulator, the movable
bar provided with the flexible strip arranged
to engage the keys, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth. -

| WESLEY D. GIBBS.
Witnesses:
W. A. POTTS,
ALTFRED 1. TOWNSEND.
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