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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY CLAY JOHNSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Washington, District of Columbia, have in-

vented certain new and useful Im provements
in Book-Leat Holders; and I do hereby de-

~clare the following to be a full, e¢lear, and ex-

act description of the mveutlon such as will

enable others skilled in the art to whichitap- |

pertains to make and use the same.

This invention has relation to improve-

ments in devices for holding the leaves of a

book 1n an open position; and it consists in .

the novel construction and arrangement of
the same, whereby the entire book, as well as

its pages, 1s held 1in an open position, all as

will be hereinafter fully explained.

The annexed drawing, to which reference
is made, illustrates my invention, in which
the figure represents a perspective view of my
devwe

Referring by letter to the accompanying

dmwm A debwnates the holdel eonsmmo'

1 1 T

peandihe ont

The horizontal portion a of

O L0 ADQLIAL OF LShApAd bl

or &nguldt rod.

" the angular plate A presents two gripping-

fingers b b, which are preferably twin plates,

having their outer ends slightly turned out- |

wardly, providing a mouth thereto or an easy
passage for the cover when attaching the de-
vice to a book. Extending vertically from
this horizontal plate forming the gripping-

fingers is a plate ¢, provided with a stop-piece |

d, and at the upper pmtlon of Sdld vertical

|

plate is pivoted a spring-actuated angular
arm or rod B.
coil-spring e, which serves to press the wd
upon the leaves of a book.

It will be observed that in applying my de-
vice to a book the fingers grasp the cover atits
upper edge and the rod lies and presses down
nupon the leaves, thus not only helding the
pages, but also holdmﬂ' the entire book, open,

| and it is simple in constructmn and opera-

tion, can be easily and quickly applied to a

'book 1s ornamental, durable,and at the same

time cheap to manufacture.

Having thus described my invention, Wha,t 1
claim, fmd desue to secure by Letterq Patent
is—

1. A device for holding leaves of a book
Open Comprising an &nnular plate having at-

This md 1s provided with a
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taching fingers composed of sprmtr-plates, and

an rLllﬂ'lﬂ&l spring-actuated rod connected to

{ said pldté substantially as described.

2. A device for holding open the leaves of

‘abook, consisting of a horizontal portion form-

100 SPINY ARPPINQ-Arng, And 4 varticak por-

tion having attached thereto a spring-actu-
ated anﬂ'ular rod to press upon the leaves
when the device is attached to a ‘book, sub-

stantially as described.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my bwnd,tme in

presence of two witnesses.
~  HENRY OLAY JOHNSON.
Witnesses.
- WM. H. PAGE,
JAS. K. BROOKS.
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