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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES BABCOCK, of
the city of Troy, county of Rensselaer, and
State of New York, have invented a new and
usefulImprovementin Shoe-String Fasteners,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to a clasp for securing
the ends of shoe strings or lacings, which clasp
1s adapted to be attached to the tops of the

shoe-uppers at each side of the buttoning-

slit made therein, through which the foot is
entered, the object and purpose of my in-
vention being to produce a device wherein
and whereby the ends of the shoe strings or
lacings are secured after being laced, so as to
avold the necessity of producingknots in the
string or lacings when the shoe is put on and
the untying of knots when the shoe is being
removed. _ ' '

Accompanying this specification, to form a
part of it, there is a sheet of drawings con-
taining nine figures, illustrating my inven-
tion, with the same designation of part by
letter-reference used in all of them.

Of these illustrations, Figure 1isa pérspec-
tive of a shoe with myimproved string or lace
fastenersapplied thereto, with the shoeshown

~as partly laced up. Fig. 2 is a perspective of

35

40

45

50

a shoe to which my invention is applied, with
the front slit laced up and with the ends of
the strings secured by my improved clamp.
Fig. 8 is a top view of one of my shoe-string
fasteners with a part of the shoe-upper shown,
to which the fastener is attached. TFig. 4 isa
section taken on the linez’ 2’ of Fig. 3. Tig.
o shows the same parts that are shown at
Fig. 4, with the end of the string secured by
the clamp. Iig. 6 shows a modification, in

which the clamping part of the device is made

of wire instead of sheet metal,and in which a
part of the shoe-upper, to which the clamp at-
taches, is shown.
through the clamp shown at Fig. 6 on the line
x* a2, Fig. 8 shows the same parts that are
shown at IFigs. 6 and 7, with a shoe-string end
secured therein. Fig.9showstheblank form
of the sheet metal, from which the clamp
shown at Figs. 1,2, 3, 4, and 5 is produced.
The several parts of the mechanism thus

I'ig. 7 1s a section taken ;

and the function of the parts is described as
follows.

The letters S’ designate the shoe made with
the button-slit S% through which the foot is
entered to put on the shoe.

The letters E designate eyelets arranged 1n
the upper on each side of the button-slit at
the lower end of the latter, and the letters B
designate buttons arranged at each side of
the slit S* above the eyelets E. _

The letter 1. designates the shoe string or
lacing, and ¢® e° its ends.

The letter C designates my improved shoe-
string fastener or clamp, which consists of
two C-form prongs P, that are outwardly pro- 65
jected from the body part so as to produce
an intermediate slit I, and the letter ¢° desig-
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nates an eyelet formed in the body D of the

fastener, by which the latter is attached to the
shoe-upper. . Preferably these prongs are 70
made from sheet metal stamped out in a
blank form,asshown at Fig.9,and are rounded
upwardly, so as to be exteriorly concave, with
the eyelet E* stamped down through the fiat
body part to produce the eyvelet-shank and 75
withthe arms a a of the blank tarned up, over,
and down, so as to produce the prongs P and
leave the intermediate slit I and the lateral
passages p* for the string L.

In the modification shown at Iigs. 6, 7, So
and 8 the prongs I’ are formed from wireand
made to loop around the eyelet E* soas to be
held in place when the cyelet is headed by
the flange f, encircling the top of the eyelet,
as shown at IFig. 7. |

When attached to a shoe,asshown at Kigs.
1 and 2, after the lacing has been accom-
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plished up along the buttoning-slit, the shoe-

string is passed down through the slit I, then
passed around the rounded face of the prongs go
and then broughtdown again through the slit
I, in which position the string ends are se-
curely held. When it is desired to remove

| the shoe and to unlace the same, the string 1s

merely drawn out of the top of the slit I and 95
from around the rounded upward projection |
of the prongs, and then again from out of the
slit I when in the bottom of the latter.

While I have shown my imnproved clamp as

illustrated are designated by letter-reference, | applied to secure the ends of shoe strings or 100
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laces,it may be used forcorset-lacings, gloves, | width only to allow the string -to be forced

~ and other like uses where it is desired to se- | between them and thus secured after being
...cure the ends of strings in alike manner. passed m]der %md pmn 0'9:, substcmtlallv as
- Having thus deseribed my invention, what | specified. L | 15
I - I claim, a,nd desire to secure b‘f Letters Pat-| Signed a,t I‘my- New Y@m, this 24 day Of- o
- ent, 15— * Deeembe1 1890, and 1n the presence of the
L A shoe-string fastener consisting of a boly | two W1tnebb@-% whobe namesare hereto written.
~_ portion D, formed with an e.yc,let, and two | o - CHARLES bAB(/OCh
o ;Spri-ng-prongs. P P, bent upward and then VVltue%eq
1o laterally over the body portion and havinga | W, K. HAGAN, |
~clamping-space I between them of sufficient | ~ CHARLES S. BRINTNALL
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