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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ELoNzO S. WHEELER,
Jr., of Saugatuck, in the county of Fairfield
and State of Connecticut, have invented a new

JImprovement in Car-Seals; and I do hereby

declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with accompanying drawings and the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, and

which said drawings constitute part of this

specification, and represent, in—
Figure 1, the seal as applied to a strap; Fig.

- 2,aninside view of the seal with the loop of the
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strap engaged therewith; Fig. 3, the same as
Fig. 2, showing the loop as aboul to be in-
serted; Fig. 4, an edge view of the loop, looking

toward the openingc; Fig.5,alongitudinalsec-

tion on line x « of Fig. 2, showing the loop as
being introduced; Fig. 6, the same as Fig. 5,

showingthe loop as fully introduced; Fig. 7,a :

transverse section on line i 4 of Fig. 3; Fig.

8, the blank from which the spring-tongue is
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formed. |

This invention relates to an improvement
1n the device used for sealing car-doors com-
monly called “car-seals,” and particularly to
that class which are adapted te be secured to

one end of a ribbon or band of metal, or other

sultable material, and with which the seal au-
tomatically interlocks when the two are set
together, so that the separation of the seal

from its strap cannot be produced without
the destruction of one or the other, the object

of the invention being to produce an ex-
tremely cheap and simple seil, yet one which
18 effective and which cannot be tampered
with, so as to produce separation of the seal
from 1ts connection; and the invention con-

sists in the construection, as hereinafter de-

seribed, and particularly recited in the claim.
The case of the seal A is composed of two
cup-shaped disksa 0. Theoutline may be of
any-desirable shape; but they are preferably
of cupshape, sothat one maybe inverted and
the flange of the one placed over the flange
of the other and closed thereon, as seen in
Figs. 6 and 7, so as to firmly secure the two
parts together and form a chamber within.
At one point through the side of the case
anopeningcisformedin length and width cor-
responding substantially to the strap or con-

represented, this connection B is a flat metal
strip consiructed with a slot C near one end,
through which the other end of the strip may
be passed, so as to form a loop, and the other
end of the strip constructed with an eye D,
by which the seal may be engaged therewith,
it being understood that before the loop is
formed the strap is passed through the staple,
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or to whatever 1t may be desired to attach the

seal, and as usual in car-seal locks.

Upon the inside of the case a longitudinal
spring-tongue d is arrangéd, secured by one
end at or near that point of the case through
which the slot ¢ is formed, and so that the

spring will stand in line with the said slot. .

The free end of the tongue is turned upward
toward the side of the ease opposite that to
which the fixed end of the tongue is attached,
and preferably so as to bear against that op-
posite side, as seen in Ifig. 5.

In the construction of the tongue, and as a
means for securing it in place in the case, it
is formed from a blank of elastic metal, as
seen In Kig. 8, the tongue d being cut from
the blank, leaving the fixed end of the tongue
in connection with the blank, the tongue
turned up from the plane of the blank. The
sides e e of this blank are turned upward upon
the same side that the tongue projects, and,
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as seen In Iig. 7, the sides or flanges e e be-

ing of a width corresponding substantially to
the distance between the two sides of the case.

At the end of the blank opposite that to
which the tongue is attached a projection f is
formed, which is turned upward and over to-
ward the tongue, forming a guard ¢, (see Figs.
5 and 6,) this guard standing in a plane mid-
way between the two sides of the case and
projecting inward below the turned-up end of
the tongue, as shown. The length of the
tongue-piece is substantially that of the inte-
rior of the cup in whieh it is placed, and so
that when set therein, as seen in Figs. 2 and
3, and the parts closed together the tongue-
piece 18 held firmly in the seal.

The slot end of the inner cup in which the

1
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tongue-piece is placed may be in the form of

a flap & and turned inward and down upon
the tongue-piece, as seen in Figs. 5 and 6, so
as to securely hold the tongue-piece at that
end. The slot ¢ comes between the tongue-

nectiontobeintroduced intotheseal. Ashere | piece and the opposite side of the case, as seen
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tongue dandinterlock therewith.

the spring of the tongue,and, as seen in: Kig.

. .6ys0:that the guard serves to: preveut the emd
of the strip 'or loop from: again passing over
- :the end of the gunard.
oo gtrip inward, mstead of forcing the loop: t0--f EEEREE RN
oot farther under the guard.

Any movement of the

ward the end of the tongue, will simply force

drawn ontward 1tq

in Fw 5, and 8o that the pasqawe 111t0 the case |
| Gpenb over the tongue. o

To engage the sea,l with 1ts strip, the laopé
- Or Slotted erfd of 'the strip, or whatever the
fastening may be, is introduced through the
opening ¢, as ‘seen 1n: Irig. 5, and forced in- |
0 ward, 1t strikes the uptumed surface of the

' tongue, the tongue yielding as the strip 1s:
~ forced forward, as indicated in broken lines, 1
Fig. 5, until the loop or opening D of the |
sty p has passed beyond the end of the tongue.
“Then the spring-tongue will react ‘and pass:
through' the said opemnﬂ* or loop, and so-
that the strip then being «
“looped end will pass below the end of the
Ilence any
strain upon the strap tending to draw itiout-
?Ward will but make the connection niore firm;::
i Theiend v of the strip:beyond the loop or:
olwemnﬂ* Dissemuch greaferthanthedistance:
between the end of the guard g and the tongue
that when the loopis drawn upon the tongue
1t will pass below the tongue until the end of ;
the 1001)'1[%1?01‘@6(1 down: below the guard by

-

’l’hegumdthele-

in said e

i fore: makes: it: impossible ‘1o disconnect' the!:
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Joop from: the seal without: the destructionof

some of the parts.

The side flanges on the tonnue plece SerVe

ve 35
5130 ouide the 1oop to the tanﬁ‘ue—hthat 18, pre-. ..
@ventlt passing tothe right 01*1eft of the fongue, -

" While I prefer to employ the gnard g asa. ;

;protcetmn against any effeetwe tampeunu i

zWLth the. Sea,l it may be- mmtted 40

A sea,l Tock conmstmﬁ* of a case, a \slobopen- |

e ;mmnta the case,atongue-piece arranged with-
case, the spring-tongue d, eut there- ..
from and turned away from the Smd tongue-
piece, and the tonwue-plece construeted mth;
side flanges ¢ e, turned from the tongue- =
plecein the same dlreetmn as the tongue and;
‘the end of the said tongue-piece tumed to- .
ward the tongue to form theguard g, the said
tongue-piece: arranged wathm the case with . .
Lhe tongue in line with the said slot oropen- -
ingin the case, combined with aloop ad&pted;
for insertion through said slotor opening and:

‘50 as to be foreed over and engaged with the
said loopand with the saild ignard, substan- .
1 tmlly as deseribed,
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In tesllmony where@f I have &vmed ﬂllb;
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