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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known thatI, BARNEY R. CO0XK, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Kdin-
burg, 1n the county of Christian and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Rail-Joints; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in theart towhich
1t appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to Improvements in
rail-joints; and i1t consists in certain details
of construction and arrangement, which I will
fully describe in the following specification
and point out in the claim.

The object of my invention is to provide a
reliably-efficient joint or connection betwebn
the ends of the rails of the track.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1is a
side elevationof my improved rail-joint. Fig.
2 1s a longitudinal section on a line with the
securing-bolts. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of
the inner face of one of the fish-plates.

Briefly stated, my invention consists in pro-
viding fish-platesformed with inwardly-point-
ing lips adapted to engage with slots in the
inner ends of the rails to draw the said rails
together when the seeurmtr-belts are screwed
heme |

Referring in detail to the several perts by
letter, A is the fish-plate, provided with the
inwardly-reaching tongues a a, which may be
stamped or struck up from said plate. The
inner ends of the track-rails are provided on
either side with the vertical slots B B, so placed

and formed that they will be engaged by the :

inner ends of the tongues a¢ @ when the fish-
plate is placed in poeltlon It will be seen
that by drawing the fish- -plates snugly home
against the relle by the securing-bolts the in-
ner and free ends of the tonwues will each en-
cgage a slot B in the rails, and as the nutson
the holts are tightened will draw the ends of
the rails to*rethe1 and so hold them until the
bolts are WIthdrewn The strain of holding
the fish-plates in position will have a tend-’
ency to lock the nuts upon the bolts, as the
nuts are acting against the tension of the
spring-like tongues.

It will be seen that I have produced a sim-
ple, cheap, and very efficient rail-joint, and,
believing that the construction and advan-
tages will be readily apparent from the fore-
going, further description is deemed unneces-
sary.

Having thus described myinvention, what I
claim, dnd desire to secure by Letters Petent,
A rail-joint having the fish-plates provided
with inwardly -reaching tongues, the inner

ends of which are adapted to engage with

slots or openings formed in the web of the
ends of the track-rails in such a manner that
the meeting ends of said rails will be drawn
together when the fish-plates are secured in
p091t10n, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

plesence of two witnesses.
BARNEY R. COOK.

Witnesses:
THOS. A. PIERCE,
JACOB WILLHITS.
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