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- A to the strip A’, as shown in Ifig, 1.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, HoMmeER T. WILSON, a
citizen of the United States , residing at Hm-
rodsburg, in the county of \Iel cer and State
of Kentucky, have invented a new and use-
ful Burglar-Alarm, of which the following is
a Sp@ClﬁCdthll

My invention relates to burglar-alarms, and
has for its object to provide a device of this
class which will be simple in construetion,

easily applied to buildings, and very efficient
for the purpose desw'ned 1 attain this ob-
Ject and such others as fairly fall within the
scope of the invention by meansof the mech-
anism 1llustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, the peculiar construction, combination,
.-;md arlanﬂ‘emult of which W’lll be fully de-
seribed herema,ftel and the specific pointsof
novelty particularl y' pointed outin the elaims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of'

Iny invention apphed to the floor of a build-
ing. Iig 2 is a sectional view taken on the
lme €x o ef Fig. 1, showing the mat or ca 1peL
In position upon the device. Fig. 5 is a’sec-
tional view on the line Yy Yy of I‘w 1.
is a detail perspective view of the blﬂ,(ﬂxeﬁ

Similar letters of reference designate cor- |

responding parts in the several views of the
drawings, referring to which—

A and A’ debwnete two metallic strips,
which are placed upon the floor parallel with
each other and at a suitable distance apart,
and B B designate a suitable number of simi-
lar strips arranged upon the floor parallel
with each other, and extending from the strip
T'wo
or more strips C C are arranged .;Lbove the
strips b B at right angles to the latter, and
one end of each of the strips C is secured to
a strip D, which is arranged near the wall at
right angles to the said strips C. The free
ends of the strips C have V-shaped notches
¢ cut therein, which are placed upon the
shank of a stud ¢/, projecting a short dis-
tance from the floor, the head ¢? of the said
stad holding the freeends of the strips in po-
sition.

The strip D,, to which the opposite ends of
the strips C are attached, is held in position
by two or more studs K, similar to the studs

- ¢’, the said strip D bemﬂ' provided with V-
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shaped notches d tofit thereon.
¢l in the strip D are made very wide, as shown

after.

The strips C, where they pass overthestrips
b, are curved upwardly,as at C’, to keep them
normally out of contact with the strips B.

T'he strip D extends along the floor near
the wall to a point somewhat out of the way,
where it 1s bent upwardly at right angles to
form a lug D’.

- An L-shaped bracket F is secured upon the
*floor in such position as to face the lug D,
and a rod G is secured to the said lug D’ and
extends through a slot f in the vertical arm
ofthe bracket I'. Therod Gis serew-threaded,
and a thumb-nut ¢ is placed upon the end
thereof beyond the bracket I'. Thus it will
be seen that by turning the thumb-nut ¢ the
rod G and strip D may be drawn toward the
bracket If, the inclined edges of the wide V-
shaped notches d will ride upon the studs I
and cause the strip D to approach the studs
¢/, as shown in dotted lines in IFig. 1, and so

cause the strips C to curve upwardly to a
greater height above the strips B.

The eenduetme -wires II I are secured one
to one of the strips A, as at A, and the other
to the strip D, as at ¢, the wire H extending
to one pole of a battery J and the wire I ex-
tending to one of the binding-posts of an
electric bell J/ or other signal, the other bind-
mg-post of which is connected by a wire K
to the opposite pole of the battery J. Thus
1t will be understood that should the strips C
be pressed into contact with the strips B the
circuit will be closed at the point of contact
and the electriec current will flow from the
battery J through the wire I and strips A
and I3 to the strips C at the point of contact,
thence through strips C and D and wire I to
theibell J’ to sound an alarm, and return to
the battery through the wire K.

In operation my invention is placed upon
the floor of a room directly beneath a window
or in front of a door, with the bracket If and
regulating device close to the wall, so as to
be out of the way. The carpet, matting, or a
rug is laid over the device to conceal the
same, the spring of the strips C being strong
I enounh to support the weight of the cover-
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In Kig. 1,for a purpose to be described herein-
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ing. The battery J and bell J” may be placed
in any suitable place and properly connected
to the strips A and D and to each other.

The device is made sufficiently large sothat
should an intruder enter by the window or
door he must step upon some portion thereot
and so press one or more of the strips C into
contact with the strips B, thus closing the
circuit and causing the alarm to sound, as
hereinbefore described.

An ordinary switch may be used to open the
circuit during the day to prevent the alarm
from ringing when a person walks over the
device.

Should the strips C become pressed down
from being frequently trodden upon, the

~thumb-nut ¢ may be turned to cause them to
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rise above the strips B, as hereinbefore de-
scribed.
Having thus described my invention, what

" Telaim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 18— -

1. In a burglar-alarm, the combination of a
series of metallie strips secured upon the floor
and electrically secured together, a second se-
ries of strips above the former at right angles
thereto and out of contact therewith, a stop ¢,

which holds one end of each of the strips of :

the second seriesin position, a bar D, to which
the opposite ends of the sald strips are se-
cured, and means for moving the bar D to ad-
justthe said strips, substantially as described.

2. In a burglar-alarm, the combination of a
series of metallic strips secured upon the floor
and electrically secured together, a second se-
ries of strips above the former at right angles

459,984

thereto and out of contact therewith, a stop ¢/,
which holds one end of each of the strips ot
the second series in position, a bar D, to which
the opposite ends of the said strips are se-
cured, inclined surfaces ¢ upon the bar D,
stops E, against which the said inclined sur-
faces impinge, and means for moving the said
strip D to adjust the second series of strips,
substantially as deseribed.

3. In a burglar-alarm, a series of metallic
strips B; secured upon the floor, a series of
similar strips C, arranged above and at right
angles to the strips B, a strip D, to which the
strips O are secured, the said strip D and the
free ends of the strips C being adjustably se-
cured to the floorand the said strips C curved,
50 as to be normally out of contact with the
strips B, a screw-threaded rod G, projecting
from the end of the strip D, a bracket I, se-
cured upon the floor, through which the rod
G passes, and a thumb-nut g upon the rod (G,
by means of which the strips D and © may
be regulated, in combination with the electrie
circuit connected with the strips B and D and
adapted to be closed when the strips C are
brought into contact with the strips B, sub-
stantially as deseribed, and for the purpose
set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature In
presence of two witnesses.

HOMER T. WILSON.
Witnesses:
R. V. DAYTON,
J. H. SIGGERS.
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