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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, GEORGE SHILLINGER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Roann, in the county of Wabash and State

of Indiana, have invented a new and useful

Fence-Wire Stretcher, of which the following

is a specification.
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'This invention relates to stretchers for
fence-wires, and especially to that class there-
of known as “mid-wire take-up;”’ and the ob-
ject of the same is to effect certain 1mprove-
ments therein. |

To this end the invention consists in the
specific details of construction hereinatter
more fully described and claimed, and illus-
trated in the drawings, wherein— |

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a section ol
wire fence with one of the wires tightened
by my improved device. Fig. 2 is an en-
larged plan view showing the manner of using

~ the stretcher. Fig. 3 is a perspective detail
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of the parts of the stretcher slightly sepa-
rated. -

Referring to the said drawings, the letter
W designates a fence-wire, which may be
either plain or barbed, and which is stretched
in the usual manner along one side of the
field and is secured by staples to the posts
P, as shown. | |

The present invention is designed for ap-
plication to the wire between its ends or fast-
ening-points, and is for the purpose of taking
up what slack there may Dbe.

My improved stretcher comprises a V-
shaped body V, at whose angle, on its upper
side, is formed a groove G, with projections
or ears E rising from either side thereof, for
a purpose to be presently explained. Through
the ends of the V-shaped body is passed a
roller R, having a head II on one end and
having a slot S in its body, and transversely
through this roller, at right angles to the di-
rection of the slot,is formed an opening O,
which is near that end of the roller remote
from its head. |

The letter C designates a collar surround-
ing the bearing for one end of the roller on
the outer side of the body V, and this collar
is provided with a number of notches N.

=

P is a pin adapted to phss through the open-

The operation of the device is as follows:
The slot S in the roller R is passed astride
the wire at the proper point, the roller being
at this time partially inserted through one
of the bearings in the body V. The roller is
then pushed farther through the body V un-
til the opening O passes through the collar
C, or, rather, nearly through the same, and
the members of the body are then sprung to-
ward each other and the pin P inserted in
the opening. In this position the outward
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tendency of the members of the body will -

force the notches N into engagement with the
pin and prevent the roller from turning. A
wrench is now put on the head II and the
roller turned to take up what slack there
may be in the wire W, the latter passing be-
tween the ears E and into the groove G and
resting therein while the roller is being turned.
During the latter operation the sides of the
body spring inward slightly to allow the ex-
tremities of the pin to move from one pair
of notches N into the next pair, and so on
around the collar. Affer the wire has been
drawn sufficiently tight the wrench is re-
moved from the head, and the entire stretch-
ine device may be left permanently on the
wire. S |
Considerable change in the details of con-
struction may be made without departing
from the spirit of my invention. |
What is claimed as new 1S—
1. In awire-stretcher,the combination, with

a V-shaped Dbody having transverse holes

through its ends and a collar around one of
said holes provided with notches, of a roller
having a head at one end, a slot in 1ts body
and a transverse opening through its other

end and across said slot, and a pin adapted

to nass through said opening and to engage
said notches by the springing of the body, as
set forth. o : _

2. Ina wire-stretcher, the combination, with
a V-shaped body having a groove at its angle
on one side, ears at the sides of said groove,
the ends of the body having atransverse hole
and a collar on the outer side of one end
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around the hole and provided with notches, | In testimony that I claim the foregqing‘ as

of a roller having a head at one end, a slot | my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein 10
1n its body and a transverse opening at right | presence of two witnesses. |
angles to said slot and near the other end of

5 the roller, and a pin removably inserted S GEORGE SHH"]JNGER'
through said opening and adapted to engage | Witnesses: |
sald notches by the springing of the body, as A. F. GIDLEY,

hereinbefore set forth. _ A. W, MONTGOMERY.
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