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Z o all whom tt may concerm:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. HALL a
citizen of the United bta,l.es and a resident of
Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and

wtate of Connecticut, have invented certain

new and useful Impmvements in Rein-Sup-
ports,of which the followingis aspecification.

My invention relates to harness for horses
used in drawing vehicles. Its objectis to pro-
vide a smt&ble attachment to be placed, pref-
erably,on the hip-strap, whereby the reins,
when lying loosely, are arrested at a pomt
where the} may be easily recovered, and also
{0 so constructthe device that in the event of
the reins being carried by the support such
support will mot be an obstacle in the way to
prevent their speedy recovery. It is neces-
sary in order to secure the desired result that
the deviece used for this purpose should pro-
Ject above the surface of the hip-strap or
other portion of the harness whereon it may

be placed. While this is an essential fea-

ture, yet under certain circumstances the
reins are liable to be thrown by the support.
Then if such support is rigidly fixed in a pro-
jected position, as heretofore constructed, it
will present a very serious obstruction to
their recovery. Besides, a, rigidly-fixed Sup-
port will prevent a close contact of the
blanket with the body of the horse.

My invention consists of a clip embracing
the hip-strap and held by frictional contact

‘therewith and arranged to be adjusted there-
on by méeéans of its fucmonal connection, a

tongue journaled in the clip, adapted to fold
upon the breach or hip strap, and a spring for
normally holding the tongue in a projected
position, all of which improvements will be
more fully described in the following speciii-
cation, and particularly pomted out in the
clmms -

To more fully understand myinvention, ref-
erence 1s had to the accompanying drawi 111,:,”
and to the figures of reference thereon, form
ing part of this specification.

Flo ure 1 represents the support attached to
the hlp -Strap of the harness. Fig. 2 is an en-
larged detached view and side elevation of
tl1e support, showing the same both open and

folded. Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the de-
~vice.

Figs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 represent detail

views.

Its construction and operation are as fol-

lows:

1 represents the base- -piece or elip; 2, plO-—
jecting ends of the same, bent at right angles
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thereto; 4, tongue; o, pin on whieh sueh'_

tongue is ]omnaled WhICh pin passes trans-
Velb{ﬂ} throngh the projections 2 of .the elip;
6, projecting hub or boss of the tongue, on
which is placed spring7; 8,spring-shoe placed
between the strap and clip to insure friction
on said strap; 9, strap to which the clip 18 at-
tached. 1 prefer to construect the base-piece

of the support of thin metal in the form as

shown in the end elevation, Fig.4. 'The por-
4 is placed between the pr OJeCtIOHS 2, swing-
ing freely on pin 5, (see also Ifig. 2,) scud pin
passing transversely through the projection
2andhole10of thetongue. (See Ifig. 6.) The
boss 6 (see end elevation of tongue, Fig. 7)
projects laterally from one side of the tongue,
to receive the coiled spring 7, Ifigs. 3 and 2.

| One end of said spring is secured tothetongue

while the opposite end is secured to one of
the projections 2 of the base. The curved
spring-shoe 8 has the projecting ends 11,
which engage with theends of the base 1. As
seen at I'ig. 2, the convex side of such shoe

will rest upon the strap 9 and exert a tension
‘thereon sufficient to maintain the support 1n.

any posmon required. Thetongueisadapted

to fold overin one direction, as shown and to

regain itsnorimal or upright p051t10n by means

of the spring 7. To prevent the tongue be-

ing carried beyond such upright position,
the notch 12 is cut in the lower part of the
sald tongue, as seen in Fig. 6, and the projec-
tion 13 arranged to engage the pin 14 and
limit the backward movement of the tongue.

The device is placed upon the hip-strap 9,
as shown in Fig. 1,and adjusted thereon 1n
the proper position best suited to arrest the
rein 16 when such reinislying loosely on the
back of .the horse, it being understood that
fwo devices are employed, one on each side of
the horse. Under ordinary circumstances

the support placed as above described will
fully perform its duty and prevent the rein
dropping down and lodﬂ'mn‘ under the end 17
of the hip-strap and thu% l11t1der its speedy
recovery. Should the rein at any time be ac-
| cidentally thrown out of the support aud be-
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low the same, the tongue will readily give way

“to the shcrhtest pressure from the rear and

fold over upon the hip-strap, as shown in Fig.

2, thus offering no resistance to a full and
complete recovery of the rein. Thespring 7
need be no’ stronger than will readily carry
the tongue back mto 1ts normal or projected

.13051‘(1011 so that it may readily fold over un-’
‘der a slight pressure—as, for instan 16, when

ablanketis thrown over the horse. By means
of the spring-shoe exerting a uniform tension
on the hip-strap at all pomt% 1t enables the
support to be adjusted thereon to suit the no-
tion of each individual driver, which can be
done without any trcuble, except slipping it
along the strap to the 1*equ1red point. 'This
1S a dec1ded advantage over a device that
must be beeurely mbtened in e.:wh 130311:1011 it
occupies. 3

Havmﬂ‘ thus deseribed my invention, what T
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

: | Pa,tent is—
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ends 2 of

1. The combination, in a rein-support, of
the clip 1, formed of one piece of metal and
bent in the manner shown so as to embrace
the hip-strap or other portion of a harness,
said ¢lip projecting upward, as
shown, pin 5, placed transversely through said
projecting end% with the tongue 4 placed be-
tween the pro;]ectmo ends of the clip. and
Journaled on said pin, and spring 7 to main- |

459,592
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tain said tongue in an elevated posttion, as

shown and descrlbed
2. The 00111b1uat10n I & rein- suppmt of

‘the clip 1, having promehnw ends 2, pin 5,

tongue 4, ;[011111&16(1 on satd pin and between
the pr OJeetmn* ends of the clip,and spring 7
maintain said tongue in an upright position,
withthespring frmtwn-&hoe 3 placed between
the inner surface of the clip and the harness-

strap, so that by the frictional contact of said

shoe the support may be retained in-any de-
Sll"ed position on said strap, as shown.

~ 3. The combination, in a rein-support, Of
Lho ¢lip 1, having the pl*o,]eetmn ends 2, pin
5, placed tr m%verse]y through said ends,

-tonnue_-&t placed between said ends and jour-

naled on said pin,spring 7 to return the tongue
toan upright position,and notch 12, formed in
the hase of said tongue to engage with pin 14

of the clip, so that its backward movement is

checked by said notch and pin, combined
with the spring friction-shoe §, all combined

and arranged 1:0 operate as shown and de-'

scribed.
Signed at Brldﬁ*eport in the county of Fair-

field and State of Connecticut, this25th day of

May, A. D. 1891.

GEORGE W. HALL.

Witnesses:
EDw. J. MORGAN,
WIS GREEN.
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