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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MARTIN HALFPENNY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Pon-
tiac, county of Oakland, State of Michigan,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Horse-Shields; and I declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the same,such as will enable oth-

ers skilled in the art to which it pertains to

make and use the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings,which form a part
of this specification.

FKigure 1 is a view of one of my shields in
position on a horse. Tig. 2 is a view of the
shield and the straps for adjusting the same.
Fig. 3 is a plan of the shield proper. TFig. 4
1S a view of a plain metallic shield.

My invention consists in the form given to
the shield proper by which I am able to ac-

complish its purpose and at the same time :

provide an apparalus that can be manufac-
tured cheaply, and can be kept clean while in

- ase,
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In carrying out my invention I arrange the
shield in a basket-form, in which A repre-
sents the upper part of the frame, and the
longitudinal bars ¢ a the lower part, these
upper and lower parts of theframe being con-
nected at intervals by the vertical bars a’.
The lower bars of the frames ¢ a are.at the

forward end brought togetherand elevated to |

theframe A, to which they arerigidly attached
at the point 0. The openings between the up-

per and lower parts of the frame when closed

by the vertical bars a’ are sufficiently con-
tracted, so that that part of the shield forms
an inclosing case for the sheath of the animal.
The longitudinal opening I3 between the bars
a a is of sufficient width to allow the penis of
the stallion to project for the purposes of uri-
nating, but not wide enough to permit the
erection between them, and the form of the

-opening is such, being contracted at the point

b, where the bars a ¢ come together, that in
casethe horseattemptsan erection or to throw
forward and up against the abdomen such
movement willbe arrested in the angle formed
at the point b, and the pain andinconvenience
caused thereby will effectually stop any ef-
forts at self-abuse. o

‘When in position on the stallion, as shown

—_—

up against the abdomen, while the shield as a

whole, incloses and supports the sheath with -

the closed end of the shield to the front. - By
closing the frontend I makeit impossible for
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the horseto project forward betweentheshield

and the abdomen. This would be true even
in case where the shield had become loosened
orcrowded away from the body,as a projec-
tion would be arrested in the angle formed by
the bars ¢ ¢ at the point band by the closed
end of theshieid. Isupport the shieldin the

usual manner by a belly-band D, which is

split at d thto the feparate straps d’. - One of
these straps I connect with the shield, as
shown, with a rivet, whileon the otherIinter-

pose a buckle to allow adjustment of the

shield. Thesestraps areattachedtothe shield
at either end at point d? as shown.

- K 18 a pad or saddle to aid in keeping the
shield in place.

B 1= an elastic section of the belly-band to
allow the horse to lay down without displac-
ing the shield, and also allows it to give way
in case of a sudden erection where the conse-
quent pain would not effect an immediatere-
duetion. |

6o

70

75

The band may be divided at the top, as

shown in the drawings, and attached to the
pad I at each end, as this construction will be

found to aid in keeping the shield in position.-

Tamaware thatshieldshave been made with
a straight longitudinal aperture, and where
such aperture was inclosed by straight me-
tallic bars; but in no case has there been used
a shield constructed wholly of metal, such as

18 disclosed in the application, and in which

the side bars inclosing the longitudinal aper-
ture have been extended up to the abdomen
and forming ananglein the forward upper end
of the aperture. Iam notawarethatthe lon-
gitudinal bars have ever been combined with a

frame 8o as to constitute a case inclosing the

sheath of a horse. " The straight barsthat are
not raised and formed intoaclosed end at the
front permit an erection between the shield
and the abdomen, and thereby contribute to
the result which the aim of the shield is to
prevent. By my construction the erection is
stopped in the forward end. even in cases
where the shield has become loosened.

It has been the usual practice to support

in Fig. 1, the upper bar A of the frame rests | the frame immediately surrounding the lon-
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oitudinal aperture with aleatherapron,which | adapted to rest against the abdomen of the
is found very objectionable on account of its | horse and form the upper rim of an inclosing zo
liability to become unclean and eause injury | case, bars ¢ «, forming the inclosing sides of
to the animal. In my constructionIdo away | the aperture B,said bars a a elevated and
5 with the leather apron and inclose the sheath | joined to the frame A at their forward end to
of the animal in a metallic shield, preferably | form an anglein vertical portion of the aper-
of open-work, as described. While I prefer | ture B at its forward end, and the vertical 25
the open - work the shield may be made as | bars ¢’, forming the inclosing sides of said
shown in Fig. 4, without departing from my | case, all said parts located relative toone an-
10 invention, and the solid metal sidesand front | other, substantially as and for the purposes
will be found much cleaner than the leather | described. : | |
apron, and has the advantages of the closed |  In testimony whereof I sign this specifica- 30
end. | - | tion in the presence of two witnesses.
| In Fig. 4thesidesof case aresolid, asshown , . —
15 af H, and forms a dish-like strueture with lon- | MARTIN HALFPENIY.
oitudinal aperture at the bottom and front. Witnesses:
What I claim is— | W. W. LEGGETT,
A horse - shield consisting of frame A, | FrANK P. HAINES.
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