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To all wlony it maiy concerm:

" Be it known that I, JULIUS DESSOIR, a ¢itl-
zen of the United States, residing at Dallas,
in the county of Dallas and State of Texas,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Shoe-Fastenings, of which the following 1s
a, specification.

This invention relates to that type of shoe
fastenings or clasps wherein a plate adapted
to he secured to the shoe is provided with a
pivoted clasp-lever having a tail-piece acted
upon by a leaf-spring for holding the lever
in its closed or open position. |

The object of my invention is to 1mprove
the prior construction of clasps ot this char-
acter by providing a novel shell which cov-
ers, conceals, and guards the leaf-spring,
and also serves as the support for the pivots
of the clasp-lever, so that when the latter en-
gages the flap of a shoe such flap cannot
move against the spring or in any way inter-
fere with the correct action thereof upon the
tail-piece of the lever.

To accomplish this object my imventionin-

volves the features of construction and the
combination or arrangement of devices here-
inafter described and claimed, reference be-
ing made to the accompanying drawings, in
which— |

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved
shoe fastening or clasp. Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal sectional view of the same, showing
the clasp-lever in its closed position. Iig. 3
is a similar view showing the clasp-lever in
its open position; and I'ig. 4 1s a transverse
sectional view on the line x x, Ifig. 1.

In order to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use my invention, I will now de-
seribe the same in detail, referring to the
drawings, where—

The numeral1indicates a sheet-metal base-

plate formed or provided with a set of prongs
or pins 2, adapted to pass through and be
clinched against the inside of a shoe for the
purpose of firmly attaching the base-plate
thereto. The base-plate is provided in prox-
imity to one end with an orifice 3 and a leat-
spring 4, rigidly attached at one end, as at
5, t0 the base-plate and having its free ex-
tremity 6 overhanging the orifice 3, so that
in opening and closing the lever the orifice

| sion of the free extremity of the leaf-spring.

The shell 7 is attached to the base-plate at
the same extremity where the leaf-spring is
attached, and such shell can be secured by
one of the pins or prongs 2, which serves to

| attach the spring and secure the base-plate

to the shoe. The shell is arched longitudi-
nally of the base-plate and also transversely,
and the free extremity S of the arched shell
is in juxtaposition to the base-plate, the con-
struction being such that the shell consti-

tutes a housing, which covers, conceals, and
guards the leaf-spring from engagement with

exterior objects. The curved clasp-lever is
provided with pivot-pins 9, which are jour-
naled in suitable bearings on the arched
part of the shell 7, and from the pivot-pins
the clasp-lever extends downward to form a
tall-piece 10, which bears against the free
extremity of the leaf-spring. The clasp-le-
ver is adapted to pass through an eye in a
shoe-flap, and between the pivot-pins and the
outer extremity of the lever is provided a
projecting lug 12, whichservesasan abutment
for the shoe-flap when the clasp-lever isin its
locked orclosed position. The projecting lug

12 lies i1n proximity to the arched shell, and

when the lever is opened this lug acts to
throw the shoe-flap in an outward direction
for its convenient disengagement from the
lever. The construction is such that the
clasp-lever is held in either its closed oropen
position by the action of the leaf-spring upon
the tail-piece of the lever.

The arched shell is a desirable feature of
my shoe fastening or clasp, in that it covers,
conceals, and guards the leaf-spring, and also
fulfills the conditions required of a support
for the pivot-pins of the clasp-lever, whereby
the lever swings on the shell and the latter
prevents the shoe-flap or other object from
engaging or interfering with the correct ac-
tion of the leaf-spring.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— | --

As animprovedarticle of manufacture,the
shoe fastening or clasp herein described, con-
sisting of a base-plate having aleaf-spring, a
separate housing-shell arched longitudinally
and transversely, rigidly attached at one end
to the base-plate over the spring, formed with

provides the requisite space for the depres- | a central orifice, and having its opposite end
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extended down in juxtaposition to the base- | my hand and affixed my seal in presence of

plate, and a swinging clasp-lever extending
- through the central orifice in the housing-
shell bearing on the spring and having a
5 pivot-pin journaled thereto, substantially as
described. |

In testimony whereof I have I_i_ereunto set |

two subseribing witnesses.,
JULIUS DESSOIR. [L. S]

Witnesses: |
FRANK E. WILCOX,
S. P. BRICKY.
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