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CASSIUS M. WILSON,

........

OF FAIRCHILD, WISCONSIN.

COMPARTMENT-CASE FOR SHEETS, CARDS, OR TICKETS.

-

SPECLFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 459,061, dated Séptember 8, 18901.

Application filed March 11, 1891,

- Serial No, 384,622, (Nn-model.).

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cassius M. WILSON, &
citizen of the United States residing at Fair-
child, in the ecounty of Eau Claire and State
of Wlseonsm have invented certain new and
useful Impmvements in Compartment-Cases
for Sheets, Cards, or Tickets; and I do here-
by declare the following to -be a full, clear,

~and exact description of the invention, such

as will enable others skilled in the art to

which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain new and
useful lmprovements in a compartment-case
which comprises in its construction a series
of iIndependently-sliding compartments which
can be extended or contracted according to

‘the capacity required for holding and pre-

serving sheets, cards, or tickets; and it con-
si1sts in providing said compartment-case with
grooves 1n the back and front boards which

form guides for the independently-moving

slides. |

It further consists in forming the case of
two hinged sections, whereby the two sections
can be brought tightly together and locked,
or, 1f desired, the sections can be set at dif-

ferent angles, thereby giving the clerk or

other person in charge of the case ready ac-
cess to the cards, sheets, or tickets for remov-
1ing the same from the case, this construction
of the hinged sections also rendering unnec-
essary the placing of the sliding compart-
ments on a slight angle toward the center,

“and, finally, it also ('Ollblbtb, in congunctmn

Wlth this case, of correlalive sheets, cards, or
tickets in series as a means wheleon to enter
the items of an individual or a number of in-
dividual accounts or the like coming under a

certain letter or indiece, such Sheets ogiving

guickly and accurately information both to

employer and employé of the single and bulk

transactions of a day, month, and year by a
single individual of a class, all the individ-
uals of a class, and all the individuals of all
the classes, as 'will be hercinafter desembed
and elalmed

In the &ccmnp&n}mw drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my 1mp10ved compart-
ment-case, showing the same initsfolded and
locked condition. Fig. 2 1s a section of the

| case, taken in the line & x of Fig.

“boards a?,

3. Ilg.d1s
a front elevation and vertical section of the

case, showing the case in its open position

and also showing very clearly the grooves in
the back board and the top cover to one of
the hinged sections slightly elevated; and
Fig. 4 is a top view of the case, one of 1ts up-
per hinged cover-pieces thrown open, and
showing in dotted lines the hinged sections
set at'an angle. Iigs. 5,06,7, 8, and 9 are
illustrations of the sheets or cards utilized 1n
my method of keeping itemized accounts.

A represents the compartment-case, formed
of two similar hinged sections « a’, which
when extended to their full extent, as in Kig.
3,0r when set at an angle, as in IFig. 4, expose
the contents of the case to view and afford
ready access for removing and replacing
cards, sheets, or tickets from and into the
case. In IYig.4 I have shown the hinged sec-
tions set obliquely in dotted lines. DBy this
adjustment the operator is enabled to sit di-
rectly in front of the center of the case and
without changing his position see the ends of
the cards or sheets and also readily and con-
veniently remove these sheets from the case,
and also the necessity of setting the inde-
pendently-sliding compartments obliquely is
avoided. I regard this as a very mmportant
feature of myinvention. Thetwo hinged sec-
tions « o’ being similar in construaction, 1t is
not necessary that I deseribe both separately,
as the description of one will suffice for the
other. The case in its opened position, as in
Fig. 3, is formed of a horizontal base-board
a*, a vertieal back board «®, two vertical end
a vertical f10nt board «’, and two
top hmﬂ‘ed cover-Doar ds a’.
or hor izontal portion a” of the back board 1s
parallel with the bottom board, and from this

portion 1ts edge slopes downward in opposite

directions to the ends of the case. The front
board is made of considerably less length than
the bottom and back boards, and the inter-
mediate portion of this front board is parallel
with the bottom board, while the remainder
of its edge slopes downward 1n opposite d1-
rections. Centrally of the case,from the top

of the front board a* to the top of the back:

board, recesses b, adapted to hold extra sheets

The intermediate -
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459,061

or cards, are founed by means of the board-
ing 0’ 0* 0% said recesses being open at front,
b_ut closed on all other sides.

The vertical back board a?® and the vertical

5 frontboard a”arerespectively provided with a

10

series of horizontal coinciding grooves 0%, cor-
responding to the number of sliding compart-
mentsemployed,said groovesservingasguides
for the independently-moving slides or com-
partmeénis. The grooves in the back board

are of a width to correspond with the thick-.

' ‘ness of the bottom board of the sliding com-

20

..30

35

40

50

55

60

of the finishing molding-strips 6" on the lower
frontedﬂeofthe slidingecompartments. Atthe

partments and are provided with limitation-

stopsa®tolimit the outward movement of the
sliding compartments, and the grooves in the

front board are of a width to receive.the bead

upper erndsof the vertical side boards a*hinged
cover-boards af are provided, which can be

raised and swung downward into a compacted

position alongside of the vertical side boards;
or when it is desired to close and lock the
case these cover-boards can be swung into

the position shown in the right-hand section
1n Fig. 5 and secured in position by means

as 1n Ifig. 1, so as to be locked, thus keeping

described is a series of slides e,

1ng a compartment.

of an ordinary fastening d, as shown, and the

two sections of the case swung tmmrd each

other, as shown in dotted 11nes in Fig. o, and
thereby brought together in a closed position :

the interior of the case and its contents free
from dust and also making the contents of
the case secure and also brmﬂ*mn the case into
very compact form. \Vlthm this case thus
which are
formed, respectively, of a horizontal bottom
portion ¢” and a vertical portion %, thus form-
The horizontal bottom
portions are respectively formed with an or-
namental molding-strip 6/, which fits in a

groove in the front board ¢®, and is guided

are prefer ably made upright, as shown, as

thereb} when the Compm*tment is slid mwm’-d |
or outward to form a smaller or larger recep-

tacle, as the occasion may require. The ver-
tical portions e® of thesesliding compartments

necessity of giving them an inelined obhgue
set 1s obviated by having the compartment-

case formed with two hinged sections which

can be swung to form any desired angle, and
thereby enablethe person operating the sheets
or cards to readily and conveniently remove
the same from the case. Theupright portions
e® and the horizontal portions e are about as
wide as the depth of the case A; but the up-
right portions are cut away at their lower
front edge and reduced in width in the man-
ner shown at 7, in order to partly expose the
lower front ends of the sheets or cards, to en-
able the clerk or person in charge of the Case

to grasp the sheets with his fingers when he

ments.

desires to withdraw them from the compart-
T'he slides are also provided on their

lower front ends, preferably on the horizontal

serve for mampulatm

bottom boards, with indexed handles ¢, which

‘ments.

he

ﬂ"wmg a letter or 111(11(,6 to each particular
compartment.

- It will be observed that when the account-
“case is brought together and locked the side
boards ¢! will form the front of the. case, that

the back board a® becomes the sides, and the

vertical hinged walls of the recesses b serve

as the back of the case.
In conjunction with thisecase just debcrlbed
I have contrived a series of connected cor-

relative cards or sheets (represented in Figs.
9, 6, 7, 8, and 9) for keeping the itemized

deblt ._rwuountb for a day, month, and year of
a single individual of a class, all the individ-
uals of a class, and all the lndlmduah of all
the classes.

In Fig. 5 T have illustrated & merchandlse
debit- account sheet which gives an itemized

daily debit merchandise statement with an

accountant or customer. On this sheet 1s
written the name of a person having an ac-
count, whose surnameinthis instance begins
with the letter C. The date of the different
purchases, the month, and the year are also
written in. Similar sheets are prepared for
each person having an account and the sheets
arranged according to the alphabetical letter
of the surname, and accordingly placed in
the different lettered or indiced compart-

gether, clerk’s tickets are used for original
entrles. These tickets are made of plam pa-
per and three inches by fourinches in length
and breadth. Aft the end of each day’s busi-
ness these tickets are assorted according to

name and letter and placed upon a spindle-

file for next day’s entry to the sheet. In this
way they can be entered {o the sheet more
eadily and quickly than entries could be
made to a journal, as each letter of the tick-
ets i1s on the spindle and the respective let-

ters of the sheets are together in the case.
‘In making entries in a journal each name

would have to be written in while the sheets
arealready opened. By writing up the sheets
each day all items belonging to an account
are brought under the one headmﬂ from the
eommencement to the close of the_previous
day. After entering the items of purchase
of the previous day from the clerk’s tickets
onto these merchandise debit sheets footing-

lines may be drawn and the sum of the pur-

chases of that day placed in a column to the

right of the column containing the single
itemized daily amounts, thus preqentinﬂ‘ at a

glance the articles purchased during a single
day and the cost thereof and the amount of

the purchases of the entire day. The items.

on these sheets are entered on the journal
but once each month and postings are made

to the ledger from the journal at about the
By this means a large amountof

sane time. .
time In making settlements is saved and a
great number of postings avoided, as the

items are all together and under the proper
‘head and not Scattered through the journal.
the slides and also | At the end of the year the%e merchdndlse

To avoid the use of a journal alto-

So

90

95

100

104

IIO

[20

I30



10O

20

235

30

35

4C

45

50

55

6o

the proper dates.

459,081

debit sheets are bound together according to | or other indices c¢origésponding to the niimber

thename, vowel, and letter of theperson hav-
Ing an account, making an itemized ledger, to
which ready reference can be had and which
makes a permanent record.

In Figs. 6 and 7 I have illustrated a daily
recapitulation-sheet asitappears on its front
and rear sides. On the front side of this
sheet, at the upperleft-hand corner, the month
and year are written. Inand below these are
the names of persons having accounts, and
who in this instance belong to class C, and

on the right opposite each of the names and

In columns corresponding to the day of the

mouth the total purchases of a day by each

individual are placed, and the sum total of
all the purchases by that class for each day
are footed up at the bottom of the column,
and in the last column on the sheet, at the
extreme right, the sum totals of each indi-
vidual to that date are placed, which in this
instance is the 16th day of October, and at
the bottom of this last eolumn the sum total
of allthe purchases by all the individuals of
that class to that date is placed. I have
found in practice that it is most convenient
to keep about one-half a month’s account.on
one side of a sheet and the remainder on the
backof the samesheet. Thebackof thesheet
1s ruled and written up precisely as in the
case of the front of the sheet, except that the
days of the month are continued from where
they were left on the front of the sheet and
the amounts in the last column of the front
of the sheet carried forward tothe first column
directiy to the right of the series of names,
which column is marked “ Forward.” These
items of amounts are taken directly from the
debit merchandise-sheet or from the clerk’s
tickets, and each lettered or indiced compart-
mentof the case is provided with one of these
daily recapitulation-sheets. There is very
little difficulty in preparing these sheets, as
the names have to be written in but once a
month and after that only the figures under

can be used for obtaining the daily sales in
merchandise-accounts or utilized as a trial-
balance daily. The great feature of these
sheets, besides saving journalizing, is the sav-
ing of postings to the ledger—that is, where
a classof debit accounts stand against a single
property account—as, for instance, merchan-
dise—the postings are made to the ledger but
once a month. Incaseof otherentries—such
as cash or credits—it is better to oftener post
them to the ledger—say each day—though
this 1s not necessary.

In connection with the itemized daily debit
merchandise-sheets and the daily recapitu-
lation -sheets, a grand recapitulation- sheet
(shown in Figs. 8 and 9) is employed. On

thig sheet are placed the month and year, as
October, 1890, and across the sheet at the top
and in columns the days of the month, and
in the first column, at the extreme left, letters |

T'his recapitulation-sheet

of classes of employés having accounts are
placed. In the different columns the total
daliy debits of ecach of the classes or letfers
are placed, and at the foot of the respective
columns the total debit amounts of all the
classes or letters for that day, and in the last
column,attheextremeright,thedebitamounts
for the respective classes to that date, which
in this instance is the 16th day of the month,
and at the foot of this column the sum total

of all the classes to that date is placed. The

back of this sheet is carried out in the same
manner as with the front of the sheet, except
that the amounts of the last column are car-
ried forward and the days of the month con-

tinued.

- Aside from merchandise-accounts, the case
and sheet or cards are invaluable for keeping

any kind of records or accounts to which

daily additions or entry of items are to be
made. It will be observed that the sheets
while in current use constitute an unbound
fully-itemized ledger, but with many advan-
tages over the bound itemized ledger, as in
an ordinary ledger it is not exactly known
how mmuch room should be given to a single
account, or, in other words, how much space
should be left between acecounts, and rather
than have the accounts crowded or trans-
ferred from one page to another a large
amount of ledger room is often left which 1s
never used, thereby involving the necessity
of using very large ledgers, whiclh are very
inconvenient and expensive; second, the
ledger is seldom fully itemized,involving the
frequent reference to the journal in making
statements or settlements where the informa-
tion i1s required to be exact, and, third, the
time wasted in posting the items or an ab-
stract of them, as they have to be entered on
the journal. With my case and sheets it is
only necessary to open an account or write
the name of an account at the head of a sheet,
and thereafter each day as an item or items

‘belonging to that account come in they are

entered in full opposite the proper date.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. A case for holding sheets or cards, com-
prising two vertical hinged sections, the said
sections being hinged at their back edges and
adapted to be brought together and locked,
forming a compact, secure, and dust-exclud-
Ing case, and to be set to form different an-
gles for ready removal of the contents of the
two sections forming the case, substantially
as described.

2. In a case for holding sheets or cards, the
combination of the two hinged sections, the
end portions a* a, the back portion a?, said por-
tions, when the hinged sections are brought
together, forming the front and side portions,
respectively, and the hinged cover portions,
and means for locking the same, substantially
as described.

3. A case for the purpose described, com-

)

-1
{1

3¢

Qo

95

100

10§

I1TIO

115

[20

125

130




r l-',

10

prising two hinged sectlons and the adj ust- '
able slides provmled with uprwht vertical
- walls, substantially as described. | |

4, A case for the purpose debcnbed com-
prising the two hinged sections and adgust—
able indiced CO"l‘llp&Ptl'rl'entﬁ arranged success-
ively above and in advance of one another,
Snbstantmlly as described.

5. Inconjunction with asheet,card,orticket-

holding case comprising two vertically-hinged

sections provided with separated adjustable
indiced compartments, separate sheets, car ds,
or tickets in series for rendering accounts or

records, said sheets, cards, or tchetS having
suitably-spaced lines and words marked or
printed on them and the first sheet of the

- series being a merchandise debit account and

- 459,001

h.:wmﬂ on it the itemized deblt merchandise

tmnsactmns of a single individual of a class,
20

a second sheet of a series having on 1t the

daily and total accounts of an mdlwdual of

a class and the daily and total accounts of
an entire class for a month or less portion of

time, and a third sheet of a series having the
1mt1a,1 letters or indices of all the cla,ssea and
the daily and total amounts of the debits of

each and all the classes, substantially as de-

seribed.

In testlmony whereof I heleunto affix my
sltrnature in presence of two witnesses.
-CA%SIUS M. WVILSO\’
Witnesses: |
O, A. FOSTER,
M. I. Hoob.
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