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To all whom tt may concerm:

Be it known that I, RicHARD J. COOPER, of
Duluth, in the county of St. Louis and State
of Minnesota, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Trowel-Handles, of which
the following iz a full. clear, and exact de-
seription.

My invention has for its objeet to facilitate
the work of the bricklayer where projecting
courses or panel-work occurby enabling him to
to take the necessary measures of such vari-
ations with his trowel as he holds said tool in
his hand for the regular performance of the
work he is engaged in—that is, of layingbrick.

The invention consists in a specially-con-
structed trowel-handle with measuring-rule
combined, hinged to the handle at one end ot
a Jongitudinal recess formedin the latter, the
back or outer side of such rule conforming in
shape to the adjacent portioa of the handle,
as hereinafter described.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 represents a view in perspective
of the trowel-handle with shank portion of
the trowel attached and with the measuring-
rule as raised or in position for use. Ifig. 2
is a partly sectional longitudinal view upon
the line 2 2 in Fig. 3. Fig. 3 is a plan view;
Irig. 4, a transverse section upon the line 4 4
in Fig. 2; and Fig. 5 is a transverse section
upon the line 5 5 in If1g. 2.

A indicates the the handle, which way be
made of wood, as usual, and of truncated ob-
late spheriodal form, with the usual ferrule &
on its inner end. 1 is the shank portion of
the trowel driven into said handle.

Cut in the top of the handle A is a longi-
tudinal recess ¢, in which is set and secured a
metal frame C to carry and receive within 1t
the measuring-rule D, hinged to the forward
portion of the said frame as by a knuckle-
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a spring E, which is secured at ils one end to
the under side of said frame, as by screws or

rivets f f, and at its opposite or forward and

free end bears on the portionof the knuckle-
joint d, which formsthe hinged end portion of
the rule D to, as in the case of clasp or pocket
knife blades, both hold the rule D closed when
shut down within the frame C and open when
raised to a right-angled position with the han-
dle A, as shown in FFig. 1. Theoutersurface
of the frame C and back /i of the rule D are
both shaped to conform to the round or pro-
late spheroidal shape of the handle A, so that
when the rule is shut down, as shown, for in-
stance, in Fig. 2, the handle will present an
anbroken surface for manipulating the trowel,
as in the case of an ordinary trowel-handle,
and as this necessitates the cutting off short
of the ends of the pivot-pin ¢ the knuckle-
joint d will give the necessary strong connec-
tion Dbetween the rule and the frame which
carries it. ~ |

~ The frame C issecured to its position on or
in the handle by spurs z 7 at its forward end,
made to enter within the ferrule 0, and by
screws ko in the rear. |

The opening or free end of the rule D is
provided with a thumb-noteh / for raising the
rule from its shut position in the handle to its
raised position, as shown in Ifig. 1.

Having thus deseribed my invention, 1
claim as new and desirve to secure by Letters
Patent—

The trowel-handle having a longitudinal
recess and the measuring-rule hinged atone
end of such recess and adapted to fold into
it, the back of said rule conforming in shape
to that of the adjacent portion of the handle,
asshown and deseribed, for the purpose speci-
fied.

RICIIARD J. COOPER.

Witnesses:
H. A. TINKHAM,
RoBT. W. GRAFI, Jr.
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