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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, CHARLES P. BLINN, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Game or Puzzle Apparatus,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
game or puzzle apparatus, in which a num-

ber of balls are caused to travel along inter-.

rupted paths toward a goal under the impulse

of gravity due to variousinelinations to which

the game or puzzle board may be subjected.
A practical embodiment of my invention is
represented in the accompanying drawings,
in which— _ | .
Figure 1 is a top plan view of the game or
puzzle board, the opaque shield for the con-
cealed portion of the interior being partially
broken away to show one of the partitions:

and Fig. 2 is a transverse section through line |

xx of Fig. 1, looking toward the concealed
end. .

In"the form whiéh I have selected to repre-

sentthe game the casingis of oblong-rectangu-
lar form, the bottom A being flat, the ends «
¢’ and sides a® a® projecting upward from the
outer margin of the bottom A. A portion of
the board at one end is provided with an
opaque cover B, which conceals the interior
arrangements at that end from the view of
the player or operator. The remaining por-
tion of the interior of the casing is exposed
to view and may either be provided with a
transparent cover C, of glass, for example, or
may be left entirely exposed. In either case
it 18 intended that there shall be a cover in
the form of an ordinary box-cover (not shown
herein) for closing the face of the board for
shipment or when not in use. |

At the opposite end of the board from the
part concealed by the opaque cover B there
are provided several stalls D D/, separated
from each other by suitable partitions d d’, &e.
In the present instance I have represented
five such stalls and have made them of such
width -as to receive freely the balls E E’, &e.

For purposes of explaining certain games or

puzzles that may be played with this appa-
ratus I have numbered the balls E E’/, &e., 1
2 8 4 95, and have also numbered the stalls D
D', &e., 12 345 to designate the stall corre-

sponding to each one of the balls.. In prac-

tice it wiil be found preferable to make the
balls of different colors and to color the sev-

eral stalls to correspond with the colors of the 55
balls rather than to numberthem.; The open

space in proximity to the entrance to the
stalls 1s made to gradually contract for a cer-

tain distance by means of converging walls

or partitions I ', and thence extends to a
point within the portion concealed by the
cover B in the form of a straight raceway
tormed by the parallel walls or partitions 7 7.
The points where the walls f f/ terminate
within the concealed portion is indicated by
dotted lines. T'he spaces between the walls
or partitions F f, F’ f/, and the sides ¢* a® of
the casing are intended to receive the balls
at the start. The entrances G and G’ from
the said spaces to the concealed portion are
located adjacent to the sides of the casing,
the space being partially closed by laterally-

projecting walls or partitions g and ¢’, extend-
| ing from the walls f and 7’ toward the sides

of the casing. h

Across the stretch at the point where it en-
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ters the field adjacent to the stalls there is
located a mark H to denote the finish when

the apparatus 1s employed to play the racing

| game.

- When the'apparatus 1s employed as a'puz-
zle, the several balls may be started from the
spaces at the sides, a part in one and a part

| in the other, as represented in Fig. 1, and by

tilting the board they are to be made to travel
within the concealed portion under the cover
B, and from thence around the ends of the

S0

walls f f/ into the central raceway,and thence

into the several stalls, each of the balls to be

lodged in 1its stall of the same number or
color, and thisis to be accomplished solely by
tilting the board without touching the balls.

g0

The puzzle is solved when the several balls

rest simultaneously in their appropriate stalls.
When theapparatusis employed toplay the
racing game, the several balls are supposed to

represent horses, and are to be started from

the stalls, as represented in dotted lines, Fig.

95

1. After two or more have been selected as

~winners, they are started from the stalls by

tilting the board with the concealed portion
toward the operator and allowing all of the
balls to roll down the raceway within the con-
cealed portion. The board is then reversed
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and tilted in the opposite direction, or first

in one direction and then in another, in case
certain of the ballshave rolled into the spaces.

at the sides, until some one of the balls named

as a winner shall have crossed the mark Il

on the return to the stalls. The ball named

‘as the winner which first passes the mark
~wins the race.

What I elaim is— | |
1. The herein-described game or puzzle,
comprising aninclosure,aseries of open-ended

compartments or stalls at one end of the In- |
|

closure, a field at the opposite end of the in-
closure, partitions or walls forming a con-
tracted raceway from a point back of the
stalls to within the field, sub-inclosures at the
opposite sides of the raceway partially par-
titioned from the field, and balls marked to

- 2, The herein-described game or

458,297

| ide-ntify them with the several compartments

or stalls at the end, substantially as set forth.
puzzle,
comprising an inclosure,aseriesof open-ended
compartments or stalls at one end of the in-

“closure, a concealed field at the opposite end
of the inclosure, partitions or walls forminga :
contracted raceway from a point back of the

20

stalls to within the concealed field, sub-inclos-

ures at the opposite sides of the raceway par-

tially partitioned from the field, and balls

marked to identify them with the several CONi-

partments or stalls at the end, substantially

as set forth. -
"CHARLES P. BLINN.
Witnesses:
FREDK. HAYNES,
GEORGE-BARRY.
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