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o all whom it may concerm:
Be it known that 1, FREDERICK D. EARLL,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at (Jhl-
-~ cago, Cook county, Illinois, have invented a
- ¢ new and useful Method of Mmkmﬂ* Letters to
- Indicate that they have been Oopled of
which the following is a specification.
After a letter, b111 or other matter has been
__ copied infoa book or upon a paper it is often
- 10 desirable to tell from a mere inspection of the
- article itself whether or not it has been copled
and with the present method of copying it has
frequently been the custom to use sufficient
moisture to cause the ink in which the letter
15 or other article is printed or written to run,
~ thereby blurring the letter slightly. If not
enough moisture is used,it will be impossible
to tell by the appearance whether the letter
“has been copied or not, and if too much the

~ zo consequent running will blur the letter in

such a way as to render both it and the copy
1llegible to a greater or less extent.
rience shows that unless all of the conditions
- 1n the process of copying are kept uniform a
25 letter or other article will not show upon its
face whether i1t has been copied or not, thus
necessitating a reference to the book, which
is troublesome and takes time. These condi-
tions depend upon the amount of moisture,
30 quality of the ink, time the letter remains in
- the press, and kind of paper used, and it is
consequently difficult, if not Impossible, to
keep them uniform. Some method hasthere-
- 1ore been desired in which while the letter is
- 35 being copied it shall be marked or branded
| in such a way as to indicate upon inspection
that 1t has been copied, no matter what the
amount of moisture used in so doing. This
method it is the object of my mventmu to
provide.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a perspective
view of & copying or 1mpres:>10n book properly
constructed for carrying out my method; and
Ifig. 2 is a plan view of a letter, showmn* the
45 mark or brand which it has received while

beilng copied.
Tn carr ving out myinvention I use a thread,
string, band, or strip, preferably of fibrous
. material and adapted to fade or lose its color
- 50 uponthe application of moisture, Thisthread

.40

Expe- |

| or strip may be of any suitable dimensions,

and is adapted to be placed between the leaf
upon which the copy is to be made and the
letter or other article which is to be copied. |
These stups may be bound in with the book, 55
as shown in Fig.1, or they may be made sepa- -
rate therefrom as desired.

The method of branding letters which T
have invented is as followq The moistened
cloth, rubber, blotting-paper, or other mate- 6¢
rial used for the purpose is first placed in a
book, and is designated in the drawings by
the letter A. One leaf of the book B is » then
laid over the moistened material. A thread,
band, or strip C is laid across the surface of 65
this sheet, and the letter D then laid face
downward upon theleaf,as shown. The book
is then closed and placed in the press for a
sufficient length of time to copy the letter.
Upon removing the letter it will be found that 7c
the moisture has caused a portion of the color
of the strip to be transferred to the face of the
letter, making a mark on such face corre-
sponding to the length or thickness of the .
thread or strip, as shown in Fig. 2. The let- 75
ter thus marked or branded shows immedi-
ately that it has been copied, thus avoiding
the necesswy of referring to the letter-book
or using sufficient mmbture to cause the ink
to run. The 1ark left by the strip is prefer- &c
ably so smail as.to obscure practically none
of the printing or writing on the letter.

VWhile I have shown the strip as bound into
the book and as making a mark extending -

diagonally from one corner of the letter to the 85

other, it can of course be bound in with the
book at any other point and extend entirely
or partly across the letter in any other direc-
tion, or, as above stated, may be made sepa-
rate from the book and used in the same man- go
ner. The form, dimensions, material, and
color of the thread or strip used to brand the
letter may be varied as desired without de-
parting from the gist of my invention, which
consists in interposing a thread or strip be- 95
tween the letter and the surface upon which
it is to be copied, whereby when the letter is
copied a mark or brand is made upon it, indi-
cating that such letter has been copied.
Although I have spoken of the thread as 100



IO

- 458,225

being interposed between the leaf or impres-
sion-paper upon which the copy is to be made
and the letter or other article to be copied, it
will be obvious that the same result may be

accomplished, though less perfectly, by plac-

ing a thread between the leaf and moistened

blotter, and I contemplate so using it, and al-
~though I have in the claims called myinven-

tion a *“method of marking letters,” it will be
understood that I use the word “letiers”
merely for the sake of brevity, and that the

claims and invention extend equally to the:
copying of dratts, orders, bills, or any other

article capable of bemn‘ eopled
I claim—
The method of marking letters, &e
Wthh consistsin interposing a thread or strlp

of suitable material between the letter and

‘the surface upon which it i1s to be copied,

20 whereby the letter will be marked or branded, |

wimiais:

indicating that it has been copied, substan-

tially as described.
9. The method of marking letters, &e., to

indicate that they have been eopled which

consists in interposing between the letter to

be copied and the impression-paper a colored

thread or strip of suitable material, whereby

when the letter is copied it will be marked or
branded by means of such thread or strip to
indicate the fact of its having been copied,

- substantially as described.

3. The method of marking letters while
copying them, which consists In placing a
suitably- colored thread or strip in such a po-

25
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sition as to brand or mark the letter, substan- 33 3

- tially as described.

- FREDERICK D. EARLIL.
- VWitnesses;
J. F. WOLLENSAK,
SAMUEL E. HIBBEN.
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