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- music or a music or other book upon a piano,
organ, or other musical instrument or a table, |
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To all whom ¢ may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM K. SHAW, a
subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid-
ing at Yarmouth, in the Province of Nova
Scotia and Dominion of Canada, have in-

vented a new and Improved Music-Holder, of

which the following is a full, clear, and exact

description. |
My invention relates to a device for holding

sheets or pages or leaves of a piece of sheet-

and useful also for supporting pictures or pa-
pers on an easel or elsewhere; and the inven-

tion has for its object to prowde a simple, in- |

expensive, and efficient device of this charac-
ter, which may be almost instantly adjusted
either to allow or to prevent turning of the
leaves or sheets at the will of the operator.
The invention will first be deseribed, and

then will be particularly defined in the cla,lms |

hereinafter set forth.

- Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specifica-

tion, in which similar letters of reference in-
dicate corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is a perspective view of parts of

-a musical instroment with my improved mu-
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sic-holder applied and in use. Fig.2 isaplan
view of the holderdevice, partly broken away
and in horizontal section; and Kig. 3 is a
transverse section of the music-holder, taken

on the line x = in Kig. 2.

The music or book holder is made with a

- '35' body P

ortion or shelf or bed-plate A, which
is preferably made of wood, and may be fixed
by screws or otherwise to the inclined musice
board or rack B of a piano or organ or to
any suitable supporting stand or base. I pre-
fer, however, to connect the shelf A by hinges
o to the music board or rack, as shown in
Fig. 1 of thedrawings. The shelf is provided
w1th an interior recess ', within which 1S
fulernmed at ¢, and preferably to a block ¢/,
a lever C, which projects forward through a
slot a?in the shelf, and is preferably plOVlded
with a pendent pin ¢? forming with the pro-
jecting part of the lever a handle in conven-
ient reach of the player of the instrument.
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To the lever C at opposite sides ot its ful-

of two rods D D, the outer ends of which are

| crum or pwot are connected the inner ends

coupled to the inner cranked or bent ends e

¢ of tworods K E, which are
ially in transverse bearings or holes &’ pro-
vided for them in the holder-shelf A. The
outer ends of these rods K E are also bent to
form front crank-arms ¢’ ¢’ outside the shelf,
and upon the crank-arm e’ of each rod E is
placed the coil f of a spring-wire or other elas-

tic arm or finger K, which projects about at

right angles to its crank-support ¢’, and is

itted to turn ax-
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preferably about three inches long (more or

less) and is adapted to press upon a leat of
book or sheet music supported by the shelf
A, as hereinafter more fully explamed The

extremity of the erank-arm e’ is, bent to re-

tain the spring-coil £ on the arm, and the ex-

tremity 7’ of the spring-coil acts on the front

of the shelf or a metal plate G, fixed thereto,

as a resmtanc&bem ing to or fm the leaf—hold-
| 1ng finger.

' Upon or at the front edﬂﬂ of the shelf A
are fixed a couple of lugs, hps, or flanges H
H, which receive and form stops to the two
ﬁnﬂ‘erb F F when they are simultaneously

folded down by operating the lever C. These

stop lugs or lips, which are preferably pro-

vided with felt facings or noise-deafeners,

onto which the fingers Strlke may be held to
the shelf A in any &pproved manner; but 1

prefer to form the lugs by stamping them up.

from the metal of the plate @&, which plate
has a slot ¢, registering with the shelf-slot ok

for passage of the 1ever C. The lever also is

made noiseless in actlon by means of felt or
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other pads or buffers ¢’, which are placed at

the ends of the slots a? ¢ g, and may be ex-
tended all around the slots. The metalfront
or face plate G also provides substantial
bearings for the cranked rods E, which carry
the n11151c—1e&f—1101(11nﬂ ingers F, and the
plate also takes the pressme of the reacting
ends f” of the spring-finger coils.

The operation of my mventlon 18 very sim-
ple and effective. When the lever Cis thrown
over to the right hand, as shown in full lines
in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, the rods D

D will, by pulling on the cranked rods E E,

swing thefingers I If upward simultaneously

90

95

100



10

20

- F F they swing
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in front of the pages or sheets I 1 of open
music, which may rest, when bound in book
form or unbound, upon the holder-shelf A,
and will prevent accidental turning ot the
leaves by air-drafts or otherwise. \Vhen the
leaves are to be turned either way, it is only
necessary tomove the lever C to the left hand,

as indicated in dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 2 of
the drawings, which movement w111 through

the rods D and E, instantly swing the spring-

fingers It If dOWIlWEle toward. eaeh other and

upon the stop lugs or lips H H when the fin-
gers lie entirely below the leaves of musie, |

which then may be turned as desired, where-
upon the lever C will again be swung or
shifted totheright hand, which will instantly

carry both ﬁnfrers F F into upright or upper- |

most position in front of the music or book
leaves or sheets to hold them from turning,
as will readily be understood. It will be no-
ticed that during the unfolding of the fingers
upward and outward from
each other or toward the outer edges of the
leaves of sheet or book music to push or press
them open in a smooth aud proper manner,

and that during this unfoldingupward move-

ment of the ﬁngers their extremities /7 donot

strike the shelf A until sald fingers nearly
Hence there is
‘practically no pressure of the fingers upon
the sheets or leaves I I until after these parts :
f’ of the fingers ride upon the front edge of

reach the vertical position.

the shelf, whereupon the fingers will by their

parts f be caused to exert a gradually-in-
creasing pressure on the leaves to hold them

open, and this pressure is relaxed as soon as
the fingers are again folded down toward the

shelf. Furthermore, the holder device may

be used with equal facility on a swinging or
stationary musice desk or support, as the mu-
tually outward and inward swinging motions
of the fingers are self—balancmn'

The entlre device is very compact and may
be made almost wholly of sheet metal, i1f de-

sired, and there is little liability of the parts
getting out of order.
Having thus deseribed my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Lettms |
{ £ to ride upon the face-plate, and stops H H 105

Patent—

1. A music or book lmldm o device compris-

ing the support or shelf having arecess o’ in
its rear side and a slot in its front face com-
municating therewith, the lever C, pivoted
between its endsin said recess and projecting
at its outer end through said slot, two trans-

verse rods E K, having cranks at both ends, |

|
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rods D D, connecting the lever C at opposite
sides of its pivot with the inner cranks of the
rods, and spring-fingers mounted on theouter

cr anks of said 10ds substanmally as set forth. 6o

. The LOHlblIlﬂtIOIl with the shelf or sup-
p01t the transverse 10ds and their operating
mechanism, of two ﬁnwels pivoted on the
outer ends of the rods and having projecting

portions to ride upon the shelf or support 65

when the fingers are swung into operative po-

sifion and press them inward against the

sheets or leaves, substantially as bet forth.
‘3. In a music or book holder, the combina-

tion, with a shelf or support, cranked oscil- 70

latory rods thereon, and means for actuating
said rods, of elastic or spring fingers held to
the crank-arms of said rods a,nd having ex-
tremities riding upon the shelf or support,

substantially as deseribed, whereby the fin- »:

gers as they approach uprxght position will
exelt eradually - increasing pressure on the
music sheets or leaves, as herein set forth.

4. In a musie or book holder, the combina-

tion, with a shelf or support A, ‘havi ing an in- 8a

terior recess o’ ,afront slot a?, and transverse
holes or bearings a? of a lever C, fulcrumed
for horizontal movement within the recess ¢’
and slot ¢? rods E E, having end cranks e e

and journaled in the bearings @’ rods D D, 8s

connecting the rod-cranks ¢-¢ with the lever
C at opposite sides of its falerum, spring-fin-
gers K F having coils f, turning on the rod-

‘eranks ¢’ and prowded with projections 7/ to
ride upon the shelf or support, and stops lim- go

iting the downswing of the fingers, substan-
tmlly as described.

- 5. In a music or hook holder, the combma-
tion, with a shelf or support A having an in-

terior recess o’ , & front slot a? and a front g5

metal guard-plate G, slotted at ¢, of a lever
C, ;]ournaled for hor lzontal movement within

| the recess ¢ and in the slots a* ¢, rods K E,

having end cranks e ¢’ and journaled trans-

versely in the shetf and plate A G, rods DD, 10»

connecting the rod-cranks e e with the lever
C at opposite sides of its fulerum, spring-fin-
gers I, having coils f, fitted to turn on the
rod-cranks e’ and provided with projections

on the plate G for the fingers, substantially
as described.

WILLIAM F. SI‘IA.‘V

Witnesses:
HiraMm E. CHUTE,
LEMUEL C. HALRY.
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