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Applica,tion filed May 12, 1891, Serial No, 392,484,
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN W. GORHAM, a citi-

N zen of the United States residing at Mount

io

20

30

35

40

Union, in the county of Hem) and State of
Iowa, hme invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Swinging Gates; and I do
hereby declare the followmcr to be a i ull, clear,

and exaet description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to Whl(,h it
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to that class of swing- |

ing gates which are supported and pivoted a,t
theu center. -

The object of my invention is to provide a
centrally-pivoted automatically-closing gate
operated by a cam-like device; also a gate, as
above described, which may be 1eadlly llfted
from its frame and placed out of the way when
16 1s desired to pass large tea,mb through the
gate-opening.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in the parts and combination of parts, as
will be fully deseribed, and pomted out in the
claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of a gate with my invention
attached. Fig.21s a vertlcal section through
the center of the gate and post, the gate shown
open 1n dotted lines.

The gate A is pivoted between two posts.
If desn ed, there may be a catch between the
posts and gate; but in practice such device
has been found unnecessary, as the device
hereinafter described hasbeenfoundsufficient

to keep the gate closed against the action of _

the wind, &ec.
Between the two central pickets of the gate

A 1s secured a guide B, having a vertical cen-
tral bore a through its entire body. The top

and bottom hor 1zonta1 bars a® and ¢®also have |

vertical central bores in line with the bore ¢
in guide B.

!

C is a removable hollow post, which ma,y be

made of any suitable material, but in the

present instance it is made of metal.

b is a pin, secured in t_he post, as shown.

T'he bottom of the post C is notched and en-
gages a pin d’ in a post or base D, seeured in

‘the ground.

Secured to the rail a2 of the o oate ale cams

¢ d, which form a double-V cam.
The post C being in position, and the pin b

45

50

resting between the inclined faces at their

;]unctme, and the lower portion of the post
resting over the pin d’ of post I, it is obvious
that a push from or on either side or end of
the gate will cause the pin b to ride up the
cam fat,es thus raising and opening the gate
Slmultaneously Upon being released the gate
will automatically close 1tself If the pressure
brought to bear upon the gate be sufficient it
will turn around and close the pin b, riding
down the oppositeinclined faces. It will thus

be seen that I provide an automatically-clos-

ing gate, and one that can be removed very
readlly from its pos1t10n and placed to one

side; alsoa gate that is simple in construetion.

What 1 cla,lm and deswe to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

In an automa,tlc closing centully-plvoted
swinging gate, the combmatlou with a base
D and the post C, removably secured thereto,
and having a pin 0 secured near its top, of a
guide B, having a central bore through which

the post C works, and the double-V cam se-
cured to the top rail «° of the gate, all com-

bined and operating substantially as de-

seribed. |
In testimony whereof I affix Iy signature in

presence of two witnesses. | |
| JOHN W. GORHAM.
Witnesses:
I. DEAL,
MARY DEAL.
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