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To all whom it i}bc&y COTLCEPTL:
- Be it known that I, KL.AUS OLSEN, a sub-
Ject of the King of Norway, residing in the

city and county of San Francisco, State of |

California, have invented an improved Body-
Supporfing Attachment to Crutches, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention has for its object to provide
a body suspending or supporting attachment

to erutches to take the direct weight of the !

body irom the arms of the wearer and to re-
lieve the armpits from the thrust and press-
ureof thecrutches. Thepressureof the arm-
piece of a crutch against the armpit of a per-
son using erutches isliable to affect the arms,
often permanentlysetting the shouldersout of
shape,and issometimes the cause of paralysis.
To relieve the arms [rom this thrust and
pressure, I provide a corset or bandage or
belt to be fastened around the body below
the arms, with a strap at each side to extend
upward over the arm-pieceof the eruteh, and
by some fastening meansI attach the ends of
these straps to the crutches in such manner
that when the corset or bandage is secured
around the waist and the straps are fastened
to ‘the crutches the weight of the wearer’s

body will be thrown mainly upon the straps |

and by them will be transferred tothe erutches.
To such end and object my invention con-

sists in a corset or bandage or belt adapted |

to be secured around the body below the arms
and having sidestraps extending up the sides
to the armpns of suitable 1enn*tn to pass over
the top of the arm-piece and to be attached
to the crutches, substantially as hereinafter
explained.

The manner in which I produce and apply
my said invention is set forth in the follow-
ing description, the accompanying drawings
being referred to therein by letters.

Figure 1 1s a view of the apparatus or at-
tachment fastened to the crutches. Fig. 2
represents supplemental leg-straps or sus-
penders for use in some cases. Fig. 3 illus-
trates one mode of attaching the body-sus-
pending straps to the crutches. Iig.41sa
cross-section” through FKig, 3, and Fig. 5 1s a
view of the waistband or corset. |

A indicates the corset, bandage, or belt
adapted to be fastened around the body of
the wearer. It is provided with straps and

| buckles or some other convenient fmm of

fastening that permits it to be readily put on
and taken off. The bod y of this corset can be
made of any light fabric,to which the buckles
for the straps are secured in place at the
sides. Stay-pieces are applied diagonally
from the bottom edge to the top for strength.

B B are side.straps attached to the part A
under the arms and of suitable length to ex-
tend upward to and over the arm-pieceof the
crutches. An eye Cin the strap and a pin
or stud C*, fixed in the crutch on the outer
side, form a simple means of attaching the
end of the strap B to the crutch; but any
other fastening that can be quickly attached
and detached by the wearer can Dbe used In
place of this fastening C C~.

The strap B 1s attaehed to the crutch fmd
down on the ounter side to a cross-bar below
the arm-piece, such as the cross-bar provided
for the hand. 'The length of these straps
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should be adjustable, so that the weight of

the body shall be brought mainly upon the

straps when . the armpits rest on the arme-

pieces of the crutches, and for such purpose
the straps are fmtened to the emset by
buckles.

Supplementary leg-straps D D, to be used
in some cases, are provided to take the up-
ward pull or strain of the side straps from the
corset. 'T'hese can be applied to advantage
upon heavy or fleshy persons, where the cor-
set cannot be buckled tightly around the per-
son without discomfort; but in many cases
their use will be found unnecessary.

It should be mentioned that when this de-
vice is applied to the person the corset is put
under the waistcoat or the outer garment,
and the straps are passed up to the armpits
and down through the sleeves of the outer
carment, where they are brought out at the

wnst and attached to the ClOSS-b&IS of the,-

cruteh.

If the shorter straps to be attached to the
cruteh at the top or-arm-piece are used, it 1s
necessary to provide an opening in the 0uter
garment, through which the strap is brought
to the outside and attached to the cruteh.

Having thus fully described my invention,

‘what I clmm and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 1s—

1. A body - supporting’ attachment

for
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criifches, consisting of a corset and a body | pending-straps B B, secured to the parts A at 15
bandageor belt adapted to be fastened around | the sides, and fastenmﬂ* means consisting of
the body,bamnn‘ side straps which extend up- | an eye in the stmp and a pin or stud on the

- ward to the armpits and are attached to the | erutch.
5 crutehes, substantially as deseribed. 4. In ecmbmatlon v.lthacorset body band-

2. A Dbody - supporting attachment to | age or belt A, the crutch-straps B B, and 206
crutches, having a corset, body bandage or | the leﬂ-stlapsD D, substantially as descmbed
belt, and suspending-straps which are attach- | In testimony that I elaim the foregoing I
ed to the crutches at the hand cross-pieces | have hereunto set my hand and seal.

16 and extending thence upward over the arm- |

pieces and downward to the corset, to which | | -~ KLAUS OLSEN. |[L. s]
they are fastened, substantially as deseribed. ‘Witnesses:
3. In combination with a pair of cruteches, - Co WL, M. SMITH

a corset, body bandage or belt A, and sus- | H. J. LANG.
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