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UnrTED STaTES PATENT OFFICE.

'EDWARD J. BROOKS, OF EAST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY.

: MAIL-BAG.'

SPECIFICATION forming pa,rt of Letters P&tent No. 456 397 da,ted July 21 1891
Applma,tmn filed Pabruary 3 1891. Sen&l No. 379 950, (No model.)

To all whom it ‘nm Y cmwe} e
Be it known that I, EDWARD J. BROOKS, a,

rigid curb or “box” 8 by means of rivets 9 or
in any substantial manner, so as to form a

citizen of the United States, and a resuilent wide-open mouth, which famhtates filling and g5

of Hast Orange, in the State of New Jersey,

have mvented anew and useful Im provement
in Mail-Bags, of which the followmw isa Specl-

fication.

This mventlon reld,tes to 1mprovements on |

the mail bags or pouehes now in use by the

Post Of
falin novel features of construction or new

combinations of parts hereinafter set f01th

and claimed.

I5

The objects of the invention are, first, to

ice Department and it consistsin cer-

emptying the b::w A telescopic mouth-cover
10 is tightly fitted to the box 8 and adapted

| not only to close the open top of the same,

but to embrace its sides down to the fasten-
ings 9 and below the latter, so as to p1e(31ude
access to these fa,stenmc"s when the bag is
closed, as in Figs. 1, 2, 5, and 0. -

O¢

The mouth- box S a,nd its cover 10 are both |

pr efembly of paper-pulp, wood pulp,.or pa-
pier-maché indurated and Waterpmofed SO
“as to be seamless, non-metallic, and as light

provide such bags with a pecuhm sty le of “as practicable, as ‘well as stwnn and dumble

wide-open mouth and with strong andsecure

~ covers for the same; ‘secondly, to facﬂltate se-
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- size and shape.

cur ing the fastemnﬂ's of such bags against be-

ing Vlolated by means of glass Se&lb or like

,r1n*1d seals of celluloid as a preferred substi-

tute for glass; thirdly, to supplement the

main fastenings with means for applying pad-

locks and shackle-se&lb, either or both, to-
gether with the customary tags, and so as to
be used at the same time with such glass seals
or rigid seals, or alternatively; fourth] y, to
prowde for quickly and 1ea,dlly contracting
or shortening a mail-bag, so as to famhtate

handling and emptying it when its full ca- |

pacity is not required, and, fifthly, to form by
a single strap a suitable Shortemnn' device
and a convenient handle, which may also con-
stitute a guard for the glass or cellulold Seal
of the 1mproved mail- baﬂ'

Two sheets of dlawmﬂ's accompany this
specification as part thereof.

Figure 1 of the drawings represents a view
of an improved mail-bag from one of its lat-
eral edges with the upper portion in vertical
section. Fig. 2 is a small-scale perspective
view of the same. Iigs. 3, 4, and 5 are per-
spective views illustrating respectwely, the
filling, fastening, and unfa,stemnﬂ' operations;
and Iig. 6 is another small-&ca,le perspective
view 1llustrating a modification.

‘Tike reference - numbers indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

The flexible body of the bag (mmked 7 in
the drawings) may be of leather or of canvas
or any other suitable fabriec, with riveted or

sewed seams or seainless and of any approved
T'o its upper end I attach a

|

|

S

but the box may be made of iron or other
metal for greater rw1d1ty if desired.

The 111011t11-cover 10 is provided with a fixed--

ly-attached metallic’ curb 11, having a rect-
angular vertical opening 12, Flﬂ' 4, the sides
of which are parallel with and equldlstant
from the respective ends of the cover, and a
pair of catch-holes 13, Fig. 1, in the ends of

70

75

its inwardly-projecting inner rim, which ends

are in like manner located parallel with and

equidistant from the respective sitles of the '

cover, so that the latter may be turned end
for end without effecting the relative location
of said opening and catch holes. The box 8

‘Is correspondingly provided internally with

a pairof hinge parts 14, fixedly attached toits

sides at mld-lenﬂ*bh, and with a palr.of com-

80 I

bined fastening and seal-holder parts 15 15%, 8s

one of which latter 15% is provided with a
spring-cateh 16, which interlocks with one or
the other of said catch-holes 13, while together
the parts 15 15 form a holder-leeecas 17 Fig,

4, extending across their parting-line for the 00

reeeptlon of a rigid but franmble seal 18 of

glass, or glass and paper, or prefembly of cel-
1u101d SO compounded and molded as to be
qufﬁmenﬂy brittle. A seal of the construe-
tion set forth in my specification, forming
part of United States Patent No. 855,630, is

05

represented in Fig. 1, and is plefeued but '

any make of seal may be employed.
- For attaching the custommy tag 19, Fig
and for applymfr a padlock 20, F1 .2, or a

t—i’,

-shackle-seal of lead and wire, for example, as

represented at 21 in IFig. G, or all or any of
these, the mouth-box 8 and cover 10 are fm-
ther plovuled respectively, Wlth fsta,ples

Ico -



10

L5

30

35

40

43

55

60

98, forming pairs, which are preferably du-
plicated at the respective ends or sides of the
bag and arranged at mid-length or at mid-
width, as the case may be. Such staples may
be riveted fast or otherwise securely attached
in any approved way, and the supplemental
or alternative fastening devices may be of
any suitable kind.

Tor shortening the bag, as in Figs. 1 and
2, when only a portion of its full capacity 1s
required, and for so doing this as to form by
the same means a convenient handle and a
seal-protector, as in said Figs. 1 and 2, I pro-
vide one side of the flexible bag-body 7 with
a buckle 24 immediately below the mouth-
box 8 and a sufficient number of keepers 25,
and its other side with a buckle 26, matching
said buckle 24, and with one or more short-
ening-buckles 27, reversed relatively to said
buckle 26 and located Dbelow it, but in line
therewith and with said buckle and keepers
on the other side of the bag.
cover 10 is also further provided with a pair
of keepers 28 on its front and back sides, and
all the buckles and keepers are located at
mid-width of the bag, as shown. A single
strap 29, to which said buckles and keepers
are fitted, and which is of the requiredlength

and perforated at both ends, is attached to.

the bag by said buckle 24, or it may be fix-
edly attached at the same point. Its lower
end when not in use occupies the keepers 2o,
as in Fig. 5. When the bag is to be short-

ened, the strap 29 is disengaged {rom one or

more of the keepers 25, the lower end of the
flexible body is rolled up, as at 30 in Kigs. 1

and 2, and the extremity of the strap end is

fastened by the buckle 27, as in these figures,
so as to retain the bag in its shortened shape.
The upper end of the strap 29 hangs loose, as
in Figs. 3 and 5, when the bag is unfastened
or in process of being unfastened. In use it
passes through the two keepers 25 on the
mouth-cover 10 and is fastened by the buckle
96. That portion crossing above the mouth-
cover may be left sufficiently loose to forme a
central handle 31, as in Fig. 2 and in full lines
in Fig. 1, or by simply drawing out the slack
at some other point, as at 32, the strap forms
an effective seal-protector 33, as represented
in dotted linesin Fig.1. In filling or emptly-
ing the improved bag the said fastening and
seal-holder parts 15 15 within the exposed
mouth-box 8 are swung outward, as in Fig. 3,
so as to leave the wide-open mouth unob-
structed. To fasten the bag, said parts 15 15~
are swung inward and a seal 18 is slid end-
wise into the seal-holder recess 17, as in Kig.
4, and the mouth-cover 10 is then pressed
down until the spring-catch 16 snaps into one
of the catch-holes 13. One or more tags 1Y,
padlocks 20, and shackle-seals 21, any or all,
may then Le applied to the staples 22 2J.

Alternatively one or more padlocks orshackle-

seals may be used alone in some cases, as at
offices which are not furnished with the glass
or celluloid seals. TFinally the strap 29 1s

dotted outlines in If1g. 5.

The mouth-
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fastened over the mouth-cover so as to form

a handle 31 or seal-protector 33, as above.
To unfasten the bag when the glass or cel-

luloid seal 18 is used, the strap 29 and supple-

mental fastenings, if any, are first detached,

so as to render the mouth-cover stripped, as
in full lines in Fig.5. The seal 18 orits thin
portion 34, Fig. 1, immediately above the re-
tracting-stud of the spring-catch 106, is then
broken, the spring-catch is retracted,and the
mouth-cover 10 is released, so as to be lifted
freely away from the box 8, as represented by
The seal 15 is read-
ily so broken, and the spring-catch 16 re-
tracted by a “key” 35 of the simple form rep-
resented in Fig. 5, or by a wire or nail if the
key should be mislaid. If the seal131s used,

the cateh 16 cannot be retracted in any way

without first breaking the seal, which thus
affords the necessary protection against vio-
lation. | |

The “buckles” 24, 26, and 27 are intended
to be strap-fastenings of any approved make.
Details which have not been specified may be
of any approved description.

Having thus described the said improve-
ment, I claim as my invention and desire to
patent under this specification—

1. The combination, in a mail-bag, of a
flexible body, a rigid box forming a wide-
open mouth, attaching devices uniting said
body and box, a telescopic mouth-cover, the
sides of which mask said attaching devices
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when said mouth-coveris fastened, and means

for so fastening said mouth-cover, substan-
tially as hereinbefore specified.

9. The combination, in a mail-bag, of a
flexible body, a fixedly-attached rigid box
forming a wide-open mouth at the upper end
of said body and provided internally with a
pair of fastening and seal-holder parts and
hinge parts for attaching the same, and a
telescopic mouth-cover having a central curb
provided with an opening and catch-holes
fitted, respectively, to said fasteningand seal-
holder parts and to a spring-catch carried by
one of them, substantially as hereinbefore
specified.

3. The combination of a shortening-strap
with a flexible mail-bag body, the lower end
of which is adapted to be rolled up to shorten
it, and which is provided with a suitable
mouth and mouth-closing devices at its upper
end and with means for attaching said strap
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to one side below the mouth, and keepers for

the strap when not in use on one side of the
bag,and one or more shortening strap-fasten-
ings at or about mid-length on the other side
of the bag, substantially as hereinbefore
specified. ‘
4. The combination, in a mall-bag, of a
flexible body, the lower end of which is
adapted to be rolled up to shorten it and
which is provided with strap-fastenings and
keepers on its respective sides, a rigid mouth-
box fixedly attached to the upper end of said
body and provided internally with a fasten-
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ing protected by a frangible seal of glass or
cellulmd a mouth - cover having a “central
curb throucrh which said seal is exposed to
view and prowded with strap-keepers on its
respective sides, and a strap having its re-
spective ends perfomted and fitted to sald
strap fastenings and keepers, all of which are
at mid-width of the bag, whereby said strap is

-

adapted to serve as a bag-shortener, a han-
dle, a,ndaseal-proteetor substa,ntla,llv as here- 10
inbefore specified.

EDWARD J. BROOKS.
Witnesses: | |

H. L. C. WENK,
L. F. HOVEY.
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