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To all whonv it mvay concerm:
Be itknown thatl, EDWARD GEORGE ORMS-

BY, of St. Paul,in the county of Ramsey and |
State of Minnesota, have invented certain |

new and useful Improvementsin Clothes-Line
Reels; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact desecription
of the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, forming a part of this

specification, and let’rels of reference marked

thereon.
This invention relates to 1mplovementb in

clothes-line-stretching devices, the object be-
ing toprovidea devicein which a great length
of the line may be made available from which

to suspend the clothes 1n a given space, and,

further, to provide means whereby the whole
length of line may be strained simultaneously
and locked against interference by persons
unfamiliar with its operation, a further ob-
ject being to protect the line and locking de-
vices.from the weather when not in use.

The invention consists in certain novel de-

tails of construction and of certaln arrange-

ments to be hereinafter described, and pomt-
ed out particularly in the claims at the end
of this specification.

In the accompanying drawings, I‘wum 118
an elevation of a device construeted In ac-
cordance with my present invention. Kig, 2
is a top plan view with a part of the casing
for the drum broken away. I'ig. 31s a sec-
tional view showing the lock arrangement for

the drum.
Similar letters of refelenee In the several

ficures indicate the same parts.

“A A indicate a series of posts, preferably
four in number, which form the supports for
the line and to one of which i3 secured the
casing B, containing the winding-drum C for
straining the line and thelocking devices, to
be heremaftel described.

In the preferred construction of the devices
cross-pieces D are secured on 0pp051tely ar-
ranged posts and have notches cut in their
upper surfaces for the reception of pulleys d.
One of these cross-piecesD1ssomewhat lower
than the other and the line isattached at one
end to one of the posts by a hook K or other-
wise and passes thence around the pulleys
from one cross-piece to the other alternately,
thereby giving a series of sections or lines

' upon which the cloth(,s may be suSpended
| From the last pulley on the cross-pieces the
line passes around the tops of the “posts, be-
ginning with one of those adjacent the post

ing passed over a pulley If in the tOp of sald

last - mentioned post and connected to the
winding-drum in any suitable manner.

| The mndlnﬂ'-drum C ismountedin a closed

casing and }ms a squared shaft for the recep-

| tion ot' a winding-handle or crank-handle C’,

aratchet-wheel C? being provided on the shaft

| within the casing and a pivoted pawlG on the

casing to prevent the backward rotation of

| the. dram when the line is strained.

| and as thus far described it will be seen that

| the tension of the line cannot be relieved with-

out opening the casing; butin order to throw

the pawl out of gear without openingthe cas-

This
| pawl and ratchet constitute a locking device,
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havmn the winding-drum thereon, its end be-
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ing a key H is provided, which passes through

a, key-Openmﬂ* ivin the casing. The bit or
web of the key is of sul "ment length to en-
gage and elevate the pawl. VVhen 1t 18 de-

Slred to retain the pa,wl out of engagement

so as to permit the line to pay out fl eely, as
may be necessary in stringing the same, it is
only necessary first to elevate the pawl until

the web of the key lies immediately over the

notch or depression ¢ in the wall of the cas-
ing and then to draw the key outward a short
distance, or far enough for the web to enter
‘the noteh and at the same time retain the
| pawl elevated, as shown in Kig. 3.
With this deviece when it is desired to take

and quickly wound on the drum and the key
removed, 1t then being protected from the
weather and from being destroyed or stolen,

as persons unfamiliar Wlth the operation will

be unable to get at the line without destroy-
‘1ng the casing. *

It is obvious that instead of cmploylnn the
cross-pieces before mentioned aseries of posts
may be employed, although in the preferred
constraction the cross- -pieces are used because
of their cheapness and convenience as com-
pared to a series of posts and are quite as
efficient. By notching the cross-pieces it will
be observed that the stram 18 broughtnearer
the center line of the cross-pleces and the
| tendency to turn on the posts is thereby
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the line in it will be seen thatit may beeasily
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lessened.
of the pulleys on the cross-pieces a series of
pins or pegs may be employed without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention.
Having thus described my invention,whatl
claim as new 18—
1. In a clothes-line reel, the combination,

with the closed casing having the key-hole

therein and adapted to be attached to a post
orsupport,awinding-drum, and ratchet-wheel
thereon within the casing and having a shaft
extending to the outside for the reception of
a crank-handle, of a pawl entirely within the
casing engaging said ratchet-wheel, and a re-
movablekey passing through the key-holeand
engaging the pawl to release the same, sub-
stantially as described.

9. In a device such as herein deseribed, the |

It is further obvious that instead |
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combination, with the closed casing adapted
to be attached to a support, a winding-drum
within the casing, having a shaflt extending
to the outside of the casing, and a ratchet-
wheel within the casing, of a pawl within the

casing and engaging said ratchet-wheel to pre- -

vent backward rotation of the drum, and &
key for releasing the pawl, one of the walls
of said casing having a notch or depression
for retaining the key with the pawlinan ele-
vated position, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
Nesses. |
EDWARD GEORG
VWitnesses:
IFr. F. WILDE,
T.ouls FRESER, Jr.

{ ORMSBY.
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