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Lo all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, GUSTAV A. ERNST, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Camden,
in the county of Camden, State of New Jer-
sey, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Musical Instruments, which im-
provement is fully set forth in the following

specification and accompanying drawings.

My invention consists of a musical instru-
mment constructed as hereinafter described.

Figure 1 represents a front view of a mu-
sical instrument embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 represents a side view of the said in-
strument.

- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
musical instrument formed of a body or
sounding portion B, having the opening C
therein, and the side pieces D, the latter ex-
fending beyond the body portion and having
the recess IE between themn, said recess thus
being at the head end of the instrument. A
cross-plece If connects the side pieces D near
their outer ends for the purpose of strengthen-

‘ing the same and forming a support for the

bridge-piece G, across which the strings II
A second bridge-piece J is se-
cured to the tail end of the body, and the said
strings are fastened to the pins or studs K
and then drawn over the said bridge-pieces
J and G to the pegs I, which are fitted in the

cross-piece I' and are of the usual form for

tuning the strings. Owing to the recess, the
strings H are readily accessible to the fingers
from the back of the instrument at the head
thereof, so that while it is held in one of the
hands the strings may be played by the fin-
gers of one hand on the front and by the
It will be
noticed that the side pieces D, which extend
from the head of the body, are of such length
that a large portion of the strings is exposed
on the rear of the instrument, and that the
side pieces, which preferably are parallel, be-
Ing in contact at their inner ends with but a
small portion of the sounding-body, have lit-
tle, if any, tendency to disturb the sound vi-
bration,

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. A musical instrument having a hollow
body with an opening therein, pieces project-
ing from the head of the said body and hav-
ing a recess between them, a cross-piece con-
nected to said side pieces at or near the outer
ends thereof, and strings connected with the
tail end of the body and extending across the
opening therein and the recess between the
side pieces, so as to be connected with pegs
in the eross-piece, said parts being combined
substantially as deseribed.

2. A musical instrument having a sound-
ing -body with substantially parallel side
pieces extending from the head thereof, a
cross-piece connected with said side pieces at;
or near their outer ends, a bridge-piece at the
tail end of the sounding-body, a bridge-piece
on the sounding-body, and strings connected
to the tail ends of the body and stretched
across both bridge-pieces and secured with
the said cross-piece, said parts being com-
bined substantially as described.

o. A musical instrument having a hollow
body with an opening therein, side pieces
connected to the heads of said body and ex-
tending therefrom, a cross-piece connecting
said side pieces, a bridgoe-piece on said body,
and strings connected to the tail end of said

body and stretched across said opening and

bridge-piece attached to the said cross-piece,
sald parts being combined substantially as
described.

4. A musical instrument having a hollow
body with an opening therein, and pieces ex-
tending from the edge of the said body, form-
ing a recess, a cross-piece connecting said
side pieces, and a series of strings, each
stretched across the opening and recess, con-
necting with the said cross-piece, said parts
being combined substantially as deseribed.

GUSTAV A. ERNST.

YWitnesses:
JOHUN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
ROBT. AITON.
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