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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, SALOME P. DAVIS
and JAMES H. DICKS, citizens of the United
States, residing at San José, Santa Clara
county, State of California, have invented an

- Improvement in Safety-Catches for Baby-
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Carriages; and we hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the same. |

It consists in the novel safety-catch herein-
atter fully described, and specifically pointed
out in the claims. :

The object of our invention is to provide
simple and effective means for locking the
wheels of the carriage in order to prevent it
from rolling when unattended. Baby-car-
riages are often released by the attendant for
a greater or less time and allowed to stand.
Upon city sidewalks especially, which are
always sloping, the carriage will roll down
by gravity, and accidents from this cause are

not infrequent.

Our invention prevents any movement of
the unattended carriage by securely locking
its wheels. o | |

Referring to the accompanying drawing
for a more complete explanation of our in-
vention, the figure is a perspective view of
the running-gear of a baby-carriage, showing

‘the application thereto of our safety-catch.

A is the frame of the running-cear.

B is the forward axle, having wheels C.

D is the rear axle, having wheels E.

K is the push-handle of the carriage.

Fitted to or upon the hubs of the rear
wheels K are the ratchets G. With the teeth
of these ratchets the pawls H are adapted to
engage. 'T'hese pawls are carried by a rock-
shaft I, mounted suitably on frame A, and

- from the rock-shaft extends backwardly a

‘the shaft I is so turned that its

lever J. A spring or other suitable catech K,

secured to the bar of handle F, is adapted to
receive and hold up the lever J. Now when
the carriage 1s in motion the lever J is held
in an elevated position by the cateh K, and
pawls H are

- raised from the ratchets 3, and do not there-

Our invention relates to the class of chil-
- dren’s carriages. |

| fore interfere with the movement of the 5'0'_

i

"the teeth of the ratechets G. The

wheels and the travel of the carriage; but
when the attendant is about to release the

carriage to let it stand for a moment or

longer she disengages the lever J from catch
K. The lever thereupon falls of its own

~welght, thereby rocking shaft I and causing .

the pawls I to enter between and to engage
wheels are
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thereby securely locked and the carriage can-

not move. To release the wheels, the Iever J
must be raised and held up again. ‘In order
to insure, if necessary, the descent of the le-
ver, 1t may be weighted, and a spring T, may
be used to assist in the movement of the le-
ver. In cases where the axle rotates with

the wheels the ratchet may be placed on the

axle instead of on the wheel-hqg b, if desired.
Having thus described our Invention, what

we clalm as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, js— o .
1. In a baby-carriage, the safety-catch to
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lock its wheels, consisting of the ratchets on

the wheel-hubs, the transverse rock-shaft,
pawls carried by the opposite ends. of shaft

andadaptedtoengagetheratchets,the gravity-

lever of the shaft extending upward to the
handle, and the spring-catch on said handle

to hold said lever up, substantially as herein.

described. |

2. In a baby-carriage, the combination of
the running-gear frame having the push-han-
dle and the wheels, the ratchets on the hubs
of the wheels, the pawls for engaging said

| ratehets, the transverse rock-shaft mounted
on the frame and carrying the pawls, the

rearwardly - extending gravity - lever, the
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spring-cateh on the push-handle for holding -

said lever up, and a spring bearing under the
lever to assist its movement, substantially as

herein described.
In witness whereof we

have hereunto set
our hands. | .

SALOME P. DAVIS.
JAMES H. DICKS.

Witnesses:
A. A. GASTON,
W. C. KENNEDY.
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